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Of the five spedies of sea turtle occurring in the
esgern Indian Ocean and coagtd waters of India,
four species have been reported from the Andhra
Pradesh coast (Ka & Bhaskar1982, Bhaskar
1993, Biswas 1982). However, nesing of only
olive rideys (Lepidochelys olivacea) have been
confirmed (Kar 1983, Subba Reo et al.. 1987).
There ae a few nesting beeches present in the
northeen Andhra Pradesh coast where ridleys
congregete in large numbeas but & the same
time, absolutdy no information is avalable on
the nesing datus dong the centrd and southern
Andhra Pradesh coast.

The southern mogt rookery of Orissa is cose to
Andhra Pradesh, sO mass aggregations in suiteble
beaches dong Andhra Pradesh coast cannot be
ovaruled. The dlive ridey sea turtles traverse
through the Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh
coadt for reaching mass nesting beaches in Orissg,
and folow the same route during ther pos
nesing migration to the Indian Ocean and its
adjacent areas (Kar 1983, Rgasekhar 1998). Over
the years, there has been a rapid increese in the
intengty of mechanisad fishing dong this coad,
20 the risk of incdentd cach rdated mortdity
has increased.  But no proper estimates have been
mede on incideta capture and fisheries reaed
mortaity of sea turtles dong the Andhra Pradesh
coad. The survey of sea turtles and its nesting
beaches in Andhra Pradesh is being carried out by
the Wildlife Inditute of India Dehradun, in
collaboration with the Forest Depatmernt,
Government of Andhra Pradesh. This report is
based on the result of pre-nesting survey caried
out dong the Andhra Pradesh coast as part of the
urvey programme.

Study area and Methods

Andhra Pradesh is one of the lages maritime

gates in India with a coadline of 980 km and is
ranked 5th in marine fishery resources. There are
450 fishing villages and more than 280 landing
cetres dong the coast. The mgor fishing
habours ae Viskhgpanam, Kakinada and
Machilipatnam with Nizampatnam and
Krishngpatnam  emerging  recently,  dtogether
contributing more than 37% a the totd fish
production. The mgor rivers dong the coadts are
Vamsadhara, Godavari, Krishna and  Pennaru
with severd smdler rivers and tributaries The
beach wes divided into sectors and various Stes
were vidted. Fshing villages and nearby beaches
were visted. Fshermen and locd people were
interviewed regarding sea turtle occurrence in
their locdities Spedies of turtle negting/ sSghted
in offshore waters were confirmed by showing
them photogrgphs of different gpecies of sea
tutles They were dso inteviewed on the
number of dead turtles found on their beech,
caue and pek season.  Other  informaion
collected induded incidentd catch of turtle in
atisand gear, type of net used, etc. Beddes,
devdlopmentd activities dong the beach such as
plantations, indudries, landuse pattern, socio-
economic daus and consumption of turtle eggs
and meat by locd villagers were dso teken into
account. Mgor and minor  fishing harbours
Stuated dl dong the coast were visted. Forest
officids and Fsheries Depatment  personnd
were dso interviewed about sea turtle neding in
ther juridiction. In totd, 40 coadd fishing
villages induding fish landing centres and 20
beaches dose to the river mouths were visited..

Results

Northern Andhra Pradesh coast

Though the beach subdraum is predominantly
rocky in the northen dde of Northen Andhra
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Pradesh coadt, interview results reved sporadic
neging of dive ridey dl dong this coad, which
goread between Bahuda and Godavari (Goutami)
river mouth. The neding concentration varies
between >5 to <50 per night in different aress,
during the pesk season in Jenuary (locdly cdled
Makarasankranti nala).  According to some
fishermen of Kadingapatnam, there is a 10 — 15
km dretch of sandy beech between Vamsadhara
and Negavdi river mouth, where large numbers
of turtles net during Svaratri mela, a fediva
which fdls in Februay/Mach. Fshemen of
Visakhgpatnam harbour informed us about the
occurrence and nesting of green turtles in a beach
south of Visskhgpatnam, which is rocky and with
luxurient seaweed growth. Two carcasses of
olive ridleys were found a this beach during the
urvey vigt. There is some consumption of turtle
eggs ad meat by the fishing community, and
turtle carcasses and liver are used as medicine.
The locd fishemen rardy cach turtles in thar
net, and when they do, the turtles are immediatdy
released.

Central Andhra Pradesh coast

This conditutes the aea between Godavari
(Goutami) and Krishna river mouth. Degraded to
farly dense mangroves ae presat in  the
Goutami, Venaeya and Vadda river mouths,
which ae dl pats of Godavai river sysem.
Some paiches of mangroves are dso presant in
both banks of the Krisnna river mouth.
According to some dde fishemen of the
setlement a8 Hope Idand, which is dtuated few
miles indde Bay of Bengd, more turtles nested in
this Idand two to three decades back. But due to
human didrubance, travliing near the Idand and
Casuaina plantaion on the beach, very few
tutles net on this idand now. As per
informetion gathered from villagers of Nedarevu
and neaby aess dive ridleys net in lage
numbers in the Sacramento shod beech aea
during Antarvediteertham, a village fedivd of
this aea generdly cdeorated in the month of
January/February. It is a wide sandy beach a the
Southern end of Goutami river mouth and is
backed with dense mangrove forets. The same

concentration of negting takes place in the
Kridna river mouth as well. Beddes this turtles
occurs and nest dong the rest of the coast
between January - Mach. They dso obsarve
more dead turtles on the beach during this
period. Consumption of turtle eggs and meat is
dill in practice in some coadtd villages.

Southern Andhra Pradesh coast

Sporadic negting occurs dong this coad, but little
informetion is currently available 3 caracasses of

Olive rideys wee recorded from the
Krishngpatnam harbour beach.
Conclusion

The prenesting survey fidd vigt and secondary
information from locd people fishemen and
Foresx officds a wdl & from Fsheies
Depatment personnd shows that Olive ridleys
nest sooradicdly dl dong the Andhra Pradesh
Coast and in few beaches they congregete in large
numbas  Like wise there is incidenta capture
rlated turtle mortdity dong the coadt, but the
intengty is unknown. Though there is no
commedad maket, consumption of turtle eggs
and meat Hill continues in some coadd villages.
The neding concentretion in  different  beeches
and number of dead turtles washed ashore as well
as biotic and abiotic threets to turtles al dong the
coast can be ascataned only after the nesting
urvey, which is to be done extensvely during the
period January-April 2001.
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