A SPOTLIGHT ON ANDHRA PRADESH

Andhra Pradesh, with a coadlline of about a 1000
km, is one of the mos important maritime deates
of the country. Since it is just south of Orissg, it
has paticula dgnificance for the thousands of
turtles migrating through its coedd waters eech
year. While no mass neding gStes have been
confirmed in this date, there ae anecdotd
accounts of large mating and nesting aggregations
(of perhaps a few 100 turtles) a Sacramento in
centrd Andhra and & Kopaskudd in northern
Andhra Pradesh. Srikurmam, in northern Andhra,
is hidoricdly dgnificant, as it has a unique
temple dedicated to kurma avatar, the incanation
of Vishnu as a turtle There is dgnificant trawling
relatled mortdity in the date, with over a 1000
turtles being killed each year dong its coast. A
few dudies by PS Rgaskha, Andhra
Universty, Vishakapatnam and KVR
Priyadarshini, a WWF consarvation  corp

volunteer, have provided information on nesting
and mortdity dong this coad, paticulaly
northern Andhra Pradesh. A few NGOs such as
Green Mercy, Vishaka Society for the Prevention
of Crudty to Animds and Maine Turtle
Preservation Group, Hyderabad, have been active
in the consarvdion of turtles Severd other
organisations have been adtive in working on
coadd issues and with fishefolk. In this issue
we have a report from Green Mecy on ther
consarvdion activities and a preiminary report
from the GOl UNDP Sea Turtle Project on its
aurvey in the dae We dso present a profile of
some of the NGOs working on coadtd issues in
the date.
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Green Mecy is an independent, regidered
charitable NGO that works in the fidd of anime
wdfae and environmentad protection.  The
organizetion is adivdy invoved in  the
consvation of sea turtles dong the coadline of
Sikakulam and Viskhgpatanam  didricts  of
Andhra Pradesh. Green Mercy darted the ‘Save
Sea Turtles misson in the year 1996 in
Sikakulam Didrict and laer extended it to
Viskhapatanam Didrict in 1999-2000. The
organizetion has identified ten draegic Stes for
sa tutles dong the coadline The man
drategies adopted by this organization ae to
create awareness about these endangered species
and to mobilize peopleé's paticipation to protect
and cary out ‘in-gt€ protection activity in the
vulnereble pockets dong the coadline. Green
Mercy has prepared a Comprehensve Action

Pan to protect sea turtles dong the coastline and
has dso condituted a monitoring group that will
meke efforts for the effective implementation of
the Action Pan. The organizetion is taking
assgance from the Depatment of Environmentd
Sciences, Andhra Universty and a WWF Nature
Club in its misson to save sea turtles The Forest
Depatment has accorded specid permisson to
Green Mercy for the protection of sea turtles in
the digricts of Northern Andhra Pradesh.

The consarvation effort ‘Misson to sve sa
tutles has been launched with the co-operdion
of the A.P Fores Depatment as wdl as that of
locd conservetion groups as wdl as the Coast
Guard. Education and awareness programs have
been initided by Green Mecy in the coadd
villages and am a invoving and mahilizng the
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