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In esdern India, olive ridiey turtles (Lepidochelys
olivacea) vigt the coas from November till the
fird wesk of Aprl. The odlive ridey turtles
migrate from the Indian ocean and its adjacent
aess and pass through the Andhra Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu coeds. They then reach the mass
nesing beaches in Orissa and follow the same
route during their downward migration from the
breeding ground. Although, Gahirmatha and other
beaches in Orissa ae the primay aess of
neting, there is some neding further north in
coastd West Bengd as well. The coast of West
Bengd dgretches from the Sundarbans in the esst
to the Digha Sankarpur region in the west. The
Sundarbans have the largest contiguous mangrove
forests in the world, while the vegetaion of the
Digha Sankarpur region are primarily Casuarina
The ettire region is an intendve fishing zone,
with lage scde traving rdated turtle mortdities.
The coads have not been surveyed adequately to
identify the dengty of neding of sea turtles This
urvey is currently being conducted by the
Naure, Environment and  Wildife Socidy,
Cdcautta in collaboration with the Forest
Department of West Bengdl.

Stuc_Jx Area

Wes Bengd hes a tota of 200 km of coadtline,
The coadline of the Bay of Bengd extends from
the Indo-Bangladesh border which is the ddtac
region of the Sundarban in the east to the Digha
Shankarpur area upto the border of Orissa in the
wes. India and Bangladesh are divided by the
river Harigbhanga in the extreme esst of West
Bengd. The coast dong the border of West
Bengd and Orissa lie just before the Tdsai in the
west. 24 Paganas and Midnapore didricts fdll
within this zones compriang 46 fishing villages
Mgor trawling takes place in different idands of
Digha, Shankarpur, Sundarban and Junput.

Methodol ogy

April to May, 2000: A prdiminary survey was
caried out on the West Bengd coast to identify
the key nesting aress, to rgpidly assess trawling
rdaed mortdity and identify the man
anthropogenic pressure. To achieve these tasks
the area was broadly divided into two sectors, A.
Sundarban sector B. Digha Shankarpur sector.
The coadtd resdents and the fishing communities
were interviewed.

June — October, 2000: Credtion of a network of

organisations in the sate who can work together
to oolect information on sea tutles and

implement management plans.

November 2000 — March 2001: Extensve
aurveys will be caried out on foot dong the
entire West Bengd coadt. Secondary information
will be cdlected from fishing communities and &
landing dtes Land use petern will dso be
studied.

Problems

The Sundarban is the only sea turtle area in India
which is infeded with man eding tigers
Although the Fores Depatment provides armed
guards during the survey, there is a high risk
factor involved in the sudy. During the survey in
Bijeara, there was clear evidence that a tiger hed
followed the sudy team for about 2 kilometres.
Pugmaks of 3 different tigers were found in
Bijeara, dl of which were absolutdy fresh. In
Kdash, within 3 km, pugmarks of 4 tigers were
found; one adult mde one adult femde one
subadult female and one cub. Two of these were
abolutely fresh. Moreover while reaching the
nesing gtes, the team has to cross very muddy
and dippery patches full of pneumatophores.
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Observations

The project was initisted in May 2000. During the
fira two months the dudy team collected
information about different Stes and the period of
neting, as wel as information about mortdity
from diffeeent sources According to the
information collected during this period the
folowing nesing dtes were identified dong the
coad of West Bengd: Bijeara, Kdash Idand,
Jambudwesp and Sand idand in the Sundarben
Bioghere resave Mechua and Chamani in the
Sundarban Tiger resarve.

The stes which have been identified as high
mortdity aess ae Shankarpur fishing harbour,
Digha mohona and coasts and Junput fishing
harbour.

The fish depots where there is informetion about
the arivd of dead turtles dong with fish ae
Raidighi, Namkhana, Canning and Nayachar.

In the months from July — October 2000, there
was no fishing and tranling in the coadtal aress
due to the monsoon. Moreover nesting does not
occur during these months. During these months,
the dudy team collected prdiminary information,
and vidted the dtes to promote awareness by
organdng group medings with fishermen, locd

communities, NGOs and nature ectivigs and
developed a network with NGOs and activigs and
prepaed  diffeeent  printed  materids  for
digribution and callection of information.

Intensve survey began from November. During
this sesson, the survey team visted the coastd
zones of Digha, Shankarpur and Junput in the
second week of November. The beaches were
aurveyed on foot. Trawl and gill net fishemen,
forex guads and trawler ownes and locd
communities were interviewed. According  to
them, there was nether any information on
dghting in the sea nor any dead turtle could be
found on the beach.

The presence of carcasses and crawls indicate the
occurrence of some negting dong this coast north
of the mgor nesting beaches of Orissa However,
the dengty of nesting and the extent of mortdity
cannot be evauated until later in the season dfter
further surveys have been conducted in these and
additiond aess in Mechua and Chamai in the
Sundarban Tiger reserve

The fidd trip was oconducted during mid
December. The fdlowing informetion was
collected from aess in the the Sundarban
Biosphere reserve.

Kalash Idand Bijearaldand Jambu dweep
No. of nests 4 0 0
No. of active nests 2
No. of eggs/nest 96-103
Cause of damage of Wild boarffishing cat Wild boar
nests
No. of liveturtles 0 1 0
No. of dead turtles 6 6 7
Cause of death 2 perhgps by tigers ret 1 tiger, 1 perhgos Probebly trawling
travling related jackd, rest trawling related
Crawls severd Few None




