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The Marine Fisherics Information Service : Technical and Extension Scries envisages
dissemination of information on marine fishery resources based on research resulls to the
planners. industry and {ish farmers, and transfer of {echnology from laboratory lo field

e F

Abbreviation - Mar Fish Infor Serv, T & E Ser, No 166 : October, November, December 2000

CONTENTS  3iddeg

Article No. . Articte Title Pages

843  Prawn fishery of Cuddalore. northern Tamilnadu coast with special reference to
long-term changes . e o . o e 1
944  On the fishery of ihe white prawn Penaeus indicus from the trawling grounds off

Tulicorin o L . L ‘ e o 12

945  Likely impact of gcn urchin removal as by-catch on loster resources in the Gulf of

Mannar. . .. ... C e . 15
846 Landing of large-vized RKoth Otolithoides biauritus ... ... . .. .. ... .. 17
@47  On the unusual landing of pemiret al Muthuvaduganathanpattinam

along the Palk Bay . . . . . .. . . e e 18
948 ombay duck, Harpodon nehereus caught off Calleut ‘ L 19

On a green turtie Chelonio mydas washed ashore at Minicoy Island. Lakshadweep .. 19

850G  On the strading of Risso's dolphins and a sea cow along the Tuticorin coast on

Gulf of Mannar o o . ‘ o 20

g4s s afeTTg o uv U agea @ i mifemd - drderd oRaea & fasiv

Tev q . o
944  TEHIDE & G G & 99T zﬁm tn:“ram 57%%?16{“1 qﬂ?@m‘f o ‘ . 27
945  HTENT B Wi § wed atteen e e L 26
g46  @rzadz Femel 5 95d ohR & “Hid’ 6#8?7%8]?3’3?? "7?7%"?-? & GIETYol o 30
947 O% WS R FajasiauesTy § UIMRT &1 SEEReT efEae . . L 8"
g4s BTz § el T afEw ey Al 5 L ; 3
od4e WEmIm Fv b9 v T @mEww slalfAar Mewr e gm0 y 3
950 WER B @WE a7 2ewind a5 Reds Safed oflT um e u sy gEs 30

Front cover photo
Penaeus semisulcoius, a rare but highly sought after marine prawn occurring along the
Indian coasts. Piciure taken at the Fisheries Harbour at Neendakara, Quilon District,

Kerala
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landing centre On the day, a total of about 90
trawlers were operated among which the pomfret
catch was observed in 60% of the units, The catch
varied from 3-50 kg with an average of 17 kg They
were caught at a distance of 20 kin in the east
direction from the shore and at a depth of 13 m.
This is an unusual phenomencn and so far there
was no landings of pomfret In such magnilude at
this [ish landing centie. The length of the specimen
ranged from 15-20 em and weighed 250-800 g The
price fetched was Rs 100 00 per kg

Reported by K. Muthiah, Regional Centre aof CMFRI,
Mandapam Camp-623 520, India,
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948 Bombay duck, Harpodon nehereus
caught off Calicut

On 16th August 1989, one specimen of
Harpodon nehereus (Bombay duck) was landed in
Chalavala, a gill net operated at a depth of 2 to 3
metres off Quilandy in Calicut. The net was being
operated in the afternoon using a dugout cance The
fish was landed along with a few specles of carangids
and crabs. The fish measured 215 mm with a
standard length of 177 mm. There is no previous
record of Bombay duck caught from Malabar area.
The specimen is preserved in the museum of Calicut
Research Centre of Central Marine Fisheries

Research Institute

Fig 1, The Bombay duck.

Reported by C K Krishnan, Calicut R C. of CMRI, West
Hill P.G., Calicut-673 005, India
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949 On a green turtie Chelonia mydas
washed asho:c at Minicoy Island,
Lakshadweep

A green turtle was washed ashore on 10-8-'98
about 1 km south of the Lakshadweep Harbour
Works at Minicoy. Carapace had a cut measuring
25 cm which had cracked the anterior portion of
the carapace. The ventrzal side also had an injury ai
the neck and the internal parts were exposed The
injury may have been caused by a boat propeller
The morphometric mezsurements (in cm) are given

below.

Total length 150
Carapace length 92
Carapace width g1
Plastron length 70
Plastron width 61
Anterior flipper length a7
Postertor flipper length 36
Head width ' 14
Weight {Approx. in kg) 100
Sex Male

Fig 1. Chelonia mydas washed ashore
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Information on the landings and beaching of
turtles from Lakshadweep arc rare Qut of the four
species of turtles found in Lakshadweep, Chelonia
mydas is common with the distribution throughout
the Archipelago. Nesting islands for this species are
Suhell Cherlyakara and Valiyakara, Bangaram,
Tinnakara and Parall and the primary nesting pe-
riod {s June-September (Bhaskar 1884, CMFRI Spl
Publr, No 18, 21-3b}
reported to have nested in (housands in the past

At Minicoy, this species is

Presently, the nesting area has been considerably
reduced due to human inhabitation. However,
sightings of egg laying females have been reported
from the southern and northern ends of the tsland
A mating pair was noticed clese to the shore on the
northern side on 15 10.'88. Some nests were noticed
at this site butl they did not contain any eggs The
islanders helieve that the cggs are consumed by

crabs which burrow into the pit

i :
Fig. 3. Wound on ventral side al the base of necl

Reported by: AK.V. Nasser and C.N. Haneefa Koya,
Minicoy Research Centire of CMFRI, Minicoy,
Lakshadweep,
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On the stranding of Risso's dolphins
and a sea cow along Tuticorin ceast
in Guilf of Mannar

On 26.6 99 one Risso s dolphin Grampus
griseus was accidentally caught by drift gill net
operated off Punnalkkayal atr a depth of 10-1bm.

The specimen was a female measuring 2.63m and
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weighing approximately 210 kg. There are no earlier

reports on the stranding of the species along the

Gulf of Mannar.

Again on 1 12, 99 one more dolphin of the same
species having 1 87m and weighing roughly 65 kg
was found stranded at Tuticorin Fishing Harbour.
Few bruises and deeper wounds were seen on the
body Morphometric measurements of boih the

specimens are presented in Table 1.

A male sea cow Dugong dugon measuring
1 21m in length and weighing approximately 30 kg
was accldently caught on 14.1.2000 at a depth of
30-40m in drift gill net (Paru valal operated off
Tharuvalikulam, a fishing village, 15 km north of
Tuticorin Few of the Morphometric measurements

were collected and are presented in Table 1.

TaBLE 1. Morphometric measurements {cm) of Grampus

griseus stranded at Punnaikkayal and Tuticorin  and

Dugong dugong stranded at Tharuvatkulam
Particulars {Bolphin Seacow)
Total length 263 187 121
Snout to origin of dorsal 125 59 -
Snout lo cye 34 29 15
Snout to blew hole 46 36 .
Snout 1o origin of flipper 47 38 37
Length of upper jaw 29 22 -
Lenglh of lower jaw 27 21 -
Eye diameler 35 3
inter orbitai distance 54 39 18
Snout to genllal opening 171 97 -
Snoul to anal epening 179 111 73
Girth at dorsal 116 77 -
Girth at genftal opening 59 34
Girth at flipper 106 81 -
Number of teeth on upper jaw  NIL NiL -
Number of teeth on lower jaw 343 NIL -
Dersal base and height 2842 2532
inner curvature of dorsal 24 I8
Flipper length - - 21
Flipper base and height 19546 12,36 -
Inner curvature of flipper 29 27 -
Lengih of caudal fluke end to end 64 40 -
Sex Female Female Male
Appreximale welghl (kg 210 G5 30

Reported by: T.S. Balagsubramanlan and D.C.V.

Easterson, TRC of CMFRI, Iuticorin-628 001, India.




