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'THE TURTLE RESOURCES

' OF INDIA

INTRODUCTION

Turtle* is the term used fora group of
reptiles of the order Testudinata whose
members are recognised by their short wide
bodies encased in a protective armour, the
shell, which is composed of the doisal
carapace and the ventral plastron. *They
are devoid of teeth but provided with the
horny sheaths. The body is covered with

polygonal scutes or scales or'a leathery
skin,

The .turtle resources of our coasts,
islands and injand waters are extremely
rich. Theijr systematics, distribution, biology
and prospects of farming for food" and
export are briefly discussed in his article.

The turtles are included in the families
Emydidae (Fresh-water Tortoises), Trrony-
chidae (Mud Turtles), Testudinidae (Land
Tortoisas), and Dermochelidae and Chelo-
niidae (Marine Turtles), They can be
recognised by the following key :

* The word “turtle” is generally used (o denote semi-
acquatic and marine species, “terrapin” to the hard-
saelled fresh-water species that are edible and
“tortoise 1o the strictly terrestrial Specics,
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KEY TO THE FAMILIES

1. Limbs paddle-shaped 2
Limbs not raddle-shaped 3

2. Limbs clawless; shell Dermochelidae
covered with Dermochely's coriacea
smooth skin (Leatherback Turtle)

Limbs clawed; sheil
covered with horny
shislds

Cheloniidae
(Marine Turtles)

3. Digitswith four or five
claws: shell covered
with horny shields : 4

Digits withthree claws:

shell covered with Trionychidae
smooth skin (Mud Turtleg)
4. Limbs more or less Emydidae
flattened; digits - (Fresh-water
webbed Tottoises)

Limbs more or less
cylindrical: digits
not webbed

Testudinidae
(Land Torwises)

/



KEY TO THE SPECIES OF MARINE TURTLES
( Cheloniidae)
1 Four pairs of costal shields 2

Five or more pairs of
costal shields 3

2 Dorsal shields imbri-
cated, jaws hooked

Eretnochelys
imbricata
(Hawksbill Turtle)
Dorsal shiclds juxta-
posed, jaws hooked

Chelonia mydas
(Green Turtle)

3 Four pairs of infra-
marginal laminae,
most with pores at

~ their posterior edge

Lepidochelys olivacea
(Olive Ridiey
Turtle)
@ Three pairs of infra-
maiginal laminae,
without pores

Caretta caretta givas
(Loyger head
Turtle)

KEY TO THE SPECIES OF FRESH-WATER
TORTOISES

( Emydidac)

1 Hexagonal neural plates

short-sided behind Geoemyda trijuga

Hexagonal neural plates

short-sided in frontf 2
2 Fore-limb with 4 claws  Batagur baska

Fote-limb with 5 clav.!.s 3

3 Fourth vertebral shteld
not longer than third

Herdella thu: gi
(Brahminy River
Turtle)

Fourth vertebral shield
elongate, much longer

than third 4
4 26 marginal shields KNachuga sylhetensis

24 marginal shields 5

3 Alveolar surface of

5 Neural plates much
longer than broad

K. sorithi
(Brown River

Turtles)

Neural plates not K, tectum
longer than broad (Indian Sawback
Turtle)

6 Second vertebral shieid
pointed and produced
behind

Socond vertebral shield

with straight transverse
posterior border 7

7 Choanae behind the
level of the eyes

K. dhongoka

K. bachuga

Choanae on a level with

middle of the eyes K. trivittata

_KEY TO THE SPECIES OF MUD TURTLES

(Tripnychidue)

1 Plavtron with a cuta-
neous femoral valve

Lissemys punctata
(Indian Flapshel
) Turtle)
Plastron without cuta-

neous femoral valves 2

2 Orbit nearer the nesal Chitra indica
than the temporal (Narrow-headed
fossa soft-shell Turtle)

Orbit nearer the tem-
poral than the nasal
fossa 3
Trionyx rangeticus
(Indian Soft-shell
Turtle)

mandible raised at
its innar margin
Alveolar surface of

mandible not raised
at its lower margin 4

4 Head with black streaks T. leithi

Head marbled with

black and yellow T. hurum



KEY TO THT SPECIES OF LAND TORTOISES
{ Testudinidue )

1 Fore-limbwith four claws; '
two supraeaudal shields  Testulo emys
- Fore-limb with five
claws: supracaudal
shield single 2

2 Vertebral and costal
shlelds forming dist-
inct humps in the
adult

Vertebral and costal
shields not humped

T. elegans
(Starred Tortoise)

T. travancorica

SYSTEMATICS
MARINE TURTLES
Family 1. CHELONIIDAE

The sea turtles are rivalled only by the
sea snakes in adapting peifectly to the
aquatic environment. With their forefeet
modified as flippers, they have also deve-
loped an efficient swimming stroke,

1. Chelonia mydas (Linnaeus)
(Green Turtle)

Fig. 1. Green Turlle { Cheloniu mydas)

Synoiyms: Testudo mydas Linnaeus

Description: Four pairs of costal shields;
carapace not completely ossified. Numerous
choanal papillae and single clawed flippers.
Jaws not hooked. '

" Mottled greenish above, yellowish
below. Half-grown specimens bear radiate
patterns on the carapace and are referred
to as “‘Sunray, turtles”. The popular name’
of Green Turtle is due to the olive taint'
that suffuses the dorsal aspect of the adult.
May attain aI weight of over 250 kg and
a carapace length of about 120 cm. A
female of this species is said to attain |
maturity when its carapace is one metre -
in length.

Distribution: The Grzen Turtle usually
inhabits shallow waters less than 25 metres
in depth and prefers areas sheltered by
reefs where it feeds on algae. Generally
distributed throughout the Indian and
Pacific Oceans, it is found in abundance in
and arouna the Krusadai ana the Andaman-
Nicober group of Islands.

Economic importance: The Grzen Turtle
is considered one of the most valuable of
all living marine reptiles of the world
because its flesh has long been known as
a delicay. The flesh of this turtle is good
to eat and is also the main source of the
famous ‘turtle soup’ on account of which
the turtle itse.f is called by Germars as
“*Suppenchild krote”” (Soup turtle). In
addition to its flesh, the eggs of a Green
Turtle are a staple diet for natives in
s2veral parts of the world. Green Turtles
are also sought for their oil which is used
in the manufacture of cosmetics. Recently
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A new use has been found even for the
baby turtles, They are killed, cu ‘ed, stuffed
and sold as ornaments, Everything, except
the shell, is edible. The bloud of this turtie
is @150 in demand in Tuticorin where it is
believed by the locals to be an elix ..

2. Eretmochelys imbricata (Lianaeus)

(Hawksbill
Shell Turtle)

Turtie, Caret, ‘* Tortoise

Fig. 2. Hawksuill Turtle (Eretomchelys
imbrica:a)

Synuayms: Testudo imbricata Linnaeus.

Description : Tlhie Hawksbill derives its
popular name from its con.pressed bird-like
bvak and slender head. Shields of the
carapace strongly overlapping. Two claws
cntne iront flippers. Colour is olive, with
dark brown to black markings. May attain
a we. ‘ght of abcut 125 kg. and a carapace
length of about 85 cm.

Distribution: Tropical and subtropical
seas. Not so plentiful as the Greer Turtle
or the Loggerhead.

Economic importance; The Hawksbill
Turrle, although not eaten, is famous for
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its deimal plates which are used to make
the famous tariaise shell, This shell, known
as :‘Carey” in trade, is protably the most
famous product derived from turtles. It is
said that the best torwnise shell (actually
turtle shell) comes from the species of the
Indian Ocean.

3. Carena caretta gigas Deraniyagala
(Loggerhead Turt'e)

Fig. 3. Loggerhead Turtle (Curetta caretia
gigas) ’

Synonyms : Testudo careita Linnaeus,

Description: It is said to be the largest
member of its family. May attain a weight
of over 400 kg. and a carapace length of
about 90 em. Five or more pairs of costal
shields. Complete adult ossifi:ation o/ the
carapace. Colour is brownish. ’

Distribution : Pacific ar Indian Oceans.
It is particularly abundant in the vicinity
of Andaman Isiands and on the coast of
Sri Lanke.

Economic importance : Thaugh the flesh
of this species is not edible, its eggs are
much relished and sought after. The shells



can be put to good use in the preparation

“of crude ornaments,

4. Lepidochelys olivacea (Eschschlotz)

( Pacific Ridley Turtle, Olive Ridley
Turtle, Olive Log,erhead )

Synonyms : Chelonia olivacea Eschschlotz

Descripiion: Smallest of the marine
turtles, the maximun. shield length upto:
790 mm. More than five pairs of costals.
Plastron with two tuberculate ridges i
young, smoth in adult, Carapace of adult
uniformly grey.

Diistribution: Warmer parts of the Paci-
fic and Indian Oceans.

-Econnmic importance : The eggs of this
turtle are considered a great delicacy.

Family 2. DERMOCHELIDAE
5. Detmochelys coriacen (Linnasus) -

( Leatherback Turtle,
Luth, Trunk Turtle )

Leathery Turtle,

1
|
4: Leatherback Turtle ¢ ljermoclrelys coriacea)

Synonyms : Testudu coriaceq Linnaeus

Desc;riptinn: ‘the ribs and vertebrate
are free from the exoskeleton ard the cara-
pace is covered by a leathery integument
that unites a mosaic of small separate bones,
There are seven prominent ridges along the
dorsum and five ventrally. The limbs are
clawless. The adult colouring is dark brown.

It is the fargest of 4ll chelonians attain-
ing a weight of three‘-quartgrs of & ton;
this places it secuncli only in size to the
éstuarine crocodile. ‘It grows up to and

- Beyond 2 metres in length.

i B -

Distribution : It i§ génerall distributec
in the tropics, but appears td"béf' scerce
everywhere, except on the coasts of
SriLanka. It is-only an acciden al visitor
to the temperate regions, It used to frequent
the out skirts of the Tangasseri Reef, off
*he Coast of Quilon, Kerala. Recently a

specimen was stranded off Calicut,

Economic importante : The flesh is not
edible but the eggs are considered a deli-acy
when fresh. Also, oil is extracted from the
eggs. The skin is also of good value.

FRESH-WATER TORTOISES '

Family 2 EMYDIDAE

The fafnily lémydidae comprise tke
large group commonly known as the Fresh-
water Tortoises. They are characterised by
a neck completely retractile within the shell
and a head covered with smooth skin or

with the posterjor part of it divided inic
shields, '
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6. Kachuga tectum (Gray)

(Indian Sawback Turtle)

2. Inuian Sawback Turtle (Xachuga tecium )

Synonvms : Emys tecta Gray
Descriptio..:  Shell higher -and less

tapering. Third central lamina pentagonal

poirted posteriorly. Carapace rich dark
brown, Colours of young mcre "srilliant.
Distribution :  This turtle inhabits the

Ganges, Bruhmaputra, and the |nous river
systeips of northern India.

7. Kachuga smithi (Gray)
(Browr. River Turtlg)

Synonyms :  Baiagur smithii Gray

Description:  Car.pace viewed from
ubove ooid, Third central lamina quadran-
gutar topentagonal. 24 marginals. Carapace
olive urc wn in colour.

Distribution: The tributaries of the Indus.
Much rare in the Ganges.

8. Kachuga sylhetensis (Jerdon)

Synonyms : Pangasura sylhetensis Jerdon

Description :  Carapace elevated with a

trong vertebral keel. ..inder margin strongly

serrated. 26 marginal shields. Sheli olive
brown above yellow below.

Distribution: Assam and Nagaland

9. Kachuga dhongoka (Gray)

Synonyms :  Emys dhongoka Gray.

Descripiion:  Third vertebral shield
forming a broad suture with the fourth.
Nzural plates mucn longer than broad.
Second vertebral shield pointed and pro-
duced behind, entering the third. Humero-
pectoral suiure straight.

Distribution : N. E.

India.

10.  Kachuga kachuga (Gray)
Synonyms :  Emys kachuga {Gray)

‘Description : Carapace depressed, uni-
carinate. Nuchal shield moderale, Piastron
long and narrow. Humeropectoral ‘suture
curveu. Shell olivaceous or brownish abnve,
yellowish below.

Distribution : The Gangetic river system
of Bangal and U. P. Itsrepoited oncur ence
in the Krishna and Gcdavary rivers needs
confirmation,

11. Kachuga triviitata Dumeril and
Bibron

Descriptior: ; Alveolar surface of upper
jaw broad, the median ridge nearer and
inner than the outer margin. Choanae én a
level with the middle of the eyes. Shell of
the me.e pale olive-giern above, below
pale orange-yellow and that of the female
dark brownish, both above and below.

Distribution: N. E. Indin.

Economic All the fresh-
water tortoises of the genus Kachuga are
edible and much sought after fo: their flesh.

importance :

12. Geoemyda trijuga (Schweigger)

Synonyms :  Emys trijuga Schweigger
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Descriptiop : Plastron united to carapace
by suture, colouration usually dark brown
or black ‘vith a yellow border.

Distribution: This species is an inha-
bitant of still watess. ditches and ponds and
is found in abundance in Maharashtra, Tamil
Nadu and also in some parts of Karnataka.
A sub species Geomydu tirijuga thermalis
(Lesson) is confined to Ramnad Dt., (Tami,
Nadu) and Sri Lanka. ‘

Economic importance: Both the species
are edib.2 and much hunted for their flesh.

13, Hardella thurgi (Gray)
(Brahminy River Turtle)

Synonyms; Emys thurgi Gray _

Description : -Fourth vertebral shield

not longer than broad, .ot longer than third,
Fore-limb with five claws.

Distribution: The Ganges,
putra and the Incus river systems.

Econotiic importance : This species is
edible a1 d is brought to the Calcutta market
in large numbers for sale.

14.  Batagur baska (Gray)
Symonyms : Emys baska Gray

Description : Entoplastron anterior to
the humeropectoral suture: alveolar of jaws
broad, with one or two median ndges
Forelimb with four claws.

Distribution: Bengal, Burma to Cuchin-
China and the Malay Peninsula; Sumatra.

Economic importance : The flesh of this
species is relished very much by Burmese
and is caught in large numbers by basket-

traps. The carapace is of great value to the
saltboilers,

Brahma- -

MUD TURTLES

Family 4. (RIONYCHIDAE

Of all the fresh-water Chelonians, the
mud turtles are striking because of their .
soft shell. The body is flat and ovoid, with
smooth and leathery skin. They have a’
scanty bony shell and only three inner digits
have claws. The head is elongate and the
snout tubular. They:are largely the inhabit-
ants of the rivers and lakes.

15. Lissernys punLtata punctatc |
(Lacepede)

i i ¥

(Indian Flap-sheil Turtle)

1. Indian Flap-shell Turtle (Lissemys punéta!a)

Synonyms : Testudo punctate Lacepede

Description : Flastroir with a cutaneous
femoral valve under which the hind limb’
can be concealed. Marginal bones nresent,’
Seven plastral callosities in the aduit, :

Distributior : The Ganges and the Indus’
river systems. A subspecies, L. P. grana.m
is found in south India.

16. Trionyx gangeticus Cuvier
(Inuian soft-shell Turtle)

Description: The carapace, Plastron,
head and limbs are covered with smoath

7



integument. The limbs are flipper like and
the digits are extensively webbed.

_Distribution: The Ganges, the Indus,
and the Mahanadi river systems.

17. - Trionyx hurum Gray

Description: Carapace and plastron as
in T. gangeticus. Head marbled with black
and ysllow. ’

Distribution : The lower reaches of the
Ganges and the Brahmaputra.

18. Trionyx leithi Gray

Deseription : Head with black streaks.
Disc of young with four or more ocelli.

Distribution : The Ganges and the rivers
of Peninsular India as far south as Madras.

19. Chitra indica (Gray)
_(Narromeeaded Soft-shell Turtle)
Synonyms : Trionyx indicus Gray

Description: Head rather long, narrow
and flat. Eyes dorsolateral. Limbs more
- fripper like: and’ nails shorter. One of the

largest freshwater turtles attaining a disc
length of 800 mm. l

Distribution: The Ganlges, Sutlej and
Indus rivers. ; '
fconomic importance: Amcngst the mud
turtles, species of Trionyx and Lissemys are
miostly edible. A regular trade in these two
species, Trionyx hurum and Lissemys punctata,
exists in the Calcutta markets where they
are reacily sold. In south India, the Indian
Flapshell Turtle (Lissemys punctata) is can-
sumed in large numbers. The meat of the
Indian Softshell Turtle, Trionyx gangeticus,
is said to possess an excellent f{lavour,
resembling that of beef. Considerable

aumbers of the species, Chitra indica are
alsc taken as frod wherever it occurs.
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EANU TORTOISES
Family 5. TESTUDINIDAE

The true land tortoises are included in
the family Testudinidae. The feet of these
animals are club-shaped, * short and broad,
with not inore than two phalanges in any
digit. The toes are webless. The hind legs
are covered with enlarged, often bony,
scales.

20. Testudo elegans ( SchoepfT )

(The Indian Star Tortoise)

Land Tortoise (Testudo elegans)

Description: Mostly terrestrial in habit.
Hind limbs columnar. Anterior surface of
forelimbs covered by heavy scales. Toes
webless. Plastron firmly united to carapace,
Shell black above, each vertebral and costal
shield with a yellow areola from which
radiate yellow streaks.

Distribution: The Star Tortoise is distri-
buted throughout the central and southen
India.

21. Testudo travancorica Boulenger

Description: Carapace yellow with
black blotches. No nuchal shield. Entoplas-
tron intersected by hamero-pectoral sut''re.



Distribution : Travancore Hills upto an
altitude of 1000 metres. " Also from Cochin
on the western slopes and Coorg on the
eastern slopes of the Western Ghats.

22 Testudo emys Schlegel and Muller

Description :  Largest of the Asiatic
species of Testudo. Carapace convex, dark
brown or blackish. Nuchal shield moderate.
Plastron larger than the carapace.

Distribution : Assam, Nagaland, Burma,
Thailand and Malaysia.

Economic importance : The land tortoises
because of their conspicuous size and slow
movement render themseives an easy prey.
The flesh of the two species, Tesrudo elegans
and T. emys are relished very much by the
people of Bengal aud forms the staple food
of the tribals of Bihar. Live tortoises be-
cause of their beautiful colour pattern and
gentle disposition are considered as ideal
pets and are exported in good numbers to
foreign countries. They become so tame
that they learn to respond to the keeper's
gestures to feed when called.

ECOLOGY

Very little investigation has so. far
been carried out on the foed and feeding
habits, growth rate and on the breeding
behaviour of turtles which are essential in
any attemot aimed at exploitation of our
turtle resources in a rational manner.

Food and Feeding habits: The green
turtle is known to swim remarkably well and
is often found far odt in the sea, but is
primarily a coastal animal feeding upon eel
grass and other algae. |n captivity the
young ones feed upon fish, meat, and even
ongrass, The Hawksbills and Ridleys are
ominivorous while the Loggerheads are
carnivorous. The food of the freshwater
tortorises are also varied. Some species are
strictly herbivorous others are carnivorous
and still others seem to prefer a mixed diet,

Amongst mud turtles, most species are
carnivorous, generally lying concealed in
the bottom mud or sand ard preying on
organisms that pass over them, They feed
targely upon fish, molluscs, frogs, etc., but
they are not particular whether their food s
alive or dead. In captivity they are said lo
Qevour rice, bread, sweetmeats, and other
plant food. The land tortoises are largely
herbivorous. Even in the rocky situaticns
and sandy tracts where the only water supply
is brackish, the tortoises get o~ well. How-
ever, in captivity they <rink large quantities
of freshwater daily. )
Breeding béhaviour ; Marine turtles lay
many more egds than the freshwater and
land foims which fact gives us some clue to
the extent of hazards faced by the develop-
ing young. They visit the land only at rights
during breeding season. The Graen Turtle
lays eggs all round the year. A female of
this species lays between 500-800 2ggs in
an year in batches of about 150 aggs each
at fortnighily intervals. All the young of
one batch hatch out after a period of incu-
bation lasting from 40 to 50 days and as
soon as they emerge from the sand they run
straight to the sea and do not stop swim-
mirg to rest or feed for several days. The
young ones remain in the open sea until
they are about a year - old during which
period, many of them are eaten up by pre-
dators. According to experts like Bustard
{Australian— Fisheries, 1972) - only one
percent survives to return at the beginning
of the second year to shallow waters. ‘The
Loggerhead lavs eggs during September
to December while May and June are
the months of oviposition for the giant
Leather back. The egg clusters of marine
turtles are concentrated in a small area abova
the high tide mark on the nesting beaches.

Majority of the freshwater tortoises lay
relatively few but rather large eggs. In spite
of their relatively 'arge size, most famale
tortoises lay few eggs in a single clutch,
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usually less than seven. Batagar buska, the
estuarine tortoise, which is trapped in la ‘ge
numbers by Burmese for the sake of ,:s flesh,
lays between 50 and 60 eggé in three
batches, during January — February, the
whoie piocess being completed in about
6 weeks.

FISH'NG

Fishing of the marine turtles has been
in vogue in India from time immemorial.
The chief fishing- areas are the Krusadai
Island, Tuticorin, and Rameshwaram.
Tha ianding figures per year of the edible
turtle  between Pamban and Cape
Comcrin ~re on an average of about 3,000
to 4,000. About 1,000 turtles are annually
landed in the Krusadai area jtself. .In
Tuticorin, the edible green turtles are caught
in large numbers in-heavy nets operated in
and around the recfs of small islands bet-
‘ween T dticorin and Pamban. They are sent
alive upside down from the Islands to
Coastal towns by tiain where they are kept
in pens for ma.keting. Tue landings of the
sea turtles on the west coast of India is
however, insignificant.

The vast possibilities of increasing the
catches of the edible and other turtles in the
remote Islands of the Andamans and Nico-
bars and Laccadive islands have not yet
Leen studied. Even the commercially more
impcrtant Hawksbill Turtle, found ir. fairly
good numbers on both the coasts of India
remains unexploited.

TURTLE FARMING

" Turtle farming has so far not been
attempted in India though considerable
scope cxists for turtle farming in the
remote islands of the A.drman-Nicobar,
especially the Ritchies .irchipelago in the
Andaman group where the Gieen turtles
are ki wn to reaularly visit the undisturbed
sandy beaches tor nesting purpose. There

may be other nesting grounds in the Anda-
man and Nicobar group ur in the Laccadive
group which have to be located for the
availability of little turtles ‘is the primary
requisite for any successful turtle farming,
Another important point to be considered
in turtle farming is finding out the  suitable
areas where turtle-grass pasture is availe-
bie in abundance. The feeding habit, as
has been pointed out, is very unique and
probably it is the only big edible animal

" that thrives on the submarine grazing niche,

Much of the best turtle-grass pastures lies
among reefs or archipelagn and grows
under only a few feet of water and such
pastural grounds are not wanting in the
Andaman-Nicobar group of islands.

In turtle farming the young hatchlings
are generally kept in small pens prefurably
of rectangular cement tanks and fed on
a well balanced diet of whole animals
ground to bite-size. These are then stocked
in suitably =nclosed big tracts of creeks
keeping them safe from predators.

Tunle farming is an ideal industry
involving very little capital expenditure but
has several benefits the most important
being the feeding of the fast growing
human population and conservation of the
natural population. In nature during the
period of the young turtle’s life in the coen

- seanior than 90% of them. are eaten up

by predators. Through organised farming
the conservation of the species becomes
possible. It can best be achieved by releas-
ing a small number of the young ones
reared in the farms in the sea to build up
the wild stock.
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APPENDIX

Table 1. Export figures of edible Chelonians and their products

() : Quantity in kgs. of product wt.
V : Value in RS, (F.0.B.)

Products 1974 1973 1972 1971
L Turtle Meat
a) Japan Q: 100
Vo 6,650
'b) E. Germany Q: 811 e
' V: 30,331 |
c) Switzerland Q: e 63
V: . 3,300
dy U.K. Q: oo ] 595
V: wa 4 13,109 —
e) U.S. A. Q: e 125,
’ V: 3.681
f) W. Germany a: 980 2,304 500 2,455
V: 19,687 69,328 10,380 69,995
Total : Q: 1,791 2,467 1,095 2,580
V. -50,018 79,178 , 23,483 73,676
Il. Turtle Shell : ‘
France Q2 70
Vo 2,100
111, Turtles (Green Turtle)
W. Germany Q: 76
V: 3,907
IV. Tortoise Shell : B o S
a) France Q: 2
V: 227
b) Hong Kong Q: N. A.
Vi 16,605
c) italy Q: 780 107
V. 70,206 9,269
d) Japan Q: 10 200 100 205
V. 1,800 24,148 3,300 14,562
e) Netherlands Q: . 325 -
Vi 3,342 i
f) Singapore Q: 214
V. 3,010
d) Spain Q: 202
Vo 1,974
h) W. Germany Q: 53 20 40 _ 78
Vo 9,376 1,667 1,154 4,655
Total ; Q: 63 1,214 776 283
Vi 11,176 1,15,636 19,266 19,217

|
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V.

VL

VL.

Products

Tortoise Meat
W. Germany

Living Tortoise :
a) France

b) Italy

c) Japan

d) Netherlands
¢) Switzerland
f) U.S.A.

: U. K.

h) W. Germany

To:al :

Tortoise Belly

.a) Japan

VI

b) Singapore
Total :

) Tortoise skin:
Singapore

1974 1973 1972 197°
Q: 800 400 1,32
Vo 18,776 9,710 30,817
Q: N. m,
VvV 1,620 .
Q: N. A. N. A. .
V: 1,243 2,635
Q: N. A, N.A,
Vo 2.068 1.350
Q: 17 i N. A.
V: 600 St 570
Q: 18 {
V: 498
Q: N. A. N. A. -
Vv 281 - 795
Q 5 edn N. A.
V: o - ! 65Q
Q: 145 N. A. N. A.
V: 3,779 5,501 2,975
a: 180 N. A. N.A.
V: 4,877 10,713 8,975
Q: 100
V: 3,420
Q: : 25
Vv 740
(o ) 100 25
V: 3,420 740
0 442
V: ' 2,240

Motes: 1. N.A. - Not available
2. - - No exporls
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The figures are compiled from the daily list of exports issued by the various customs houses in India.



