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sented to the turtles, which are ac-
customed to snap at the tip of the
. stick and swallow the food. As they
" often hold the stick firmly between
the jaws both food and broken
pieces of the stick go inside the
gullet. The poor turtle has a very
. hard time trying to regurgitate the

stick. The visitors who are scared
| to offer food with the skewers just
Lot throw it on the water and the turtles
grab it.

I have estimated the population
~of the Bostami Turtle as between
150 and 200 in the Bostami pond.
The East Pakistan District Gazet-
teers, Chittagong, 1970, reported
several hundred in the same pond.
" The population that I have estimat-
| ed had some 30 to 40 young, 60-90
juvenile above 20 cm in shell-length
and about 60 to 70 adult and old
animals. The old turtles appeared
~ to be diseased and most had warty
Photos: Author wounds on skin of the shoulder and
at the base of the forelimbs. They
had some skin disease on the neck
. and head region. The oldest ones
were the most sluggish and were
reluctant to leave the bank where
food was offered. The juveniles feed
by opportunistic visit to the food
- offering area. The young ones pos-
sibly supplemented their dietary re-
quirements by feeding on the float-
ing pieces of lung, fishes and slices
of plantain. These young were oo
shy to even remain floating for a
minute or so in the middle of the
pond.

A large turtle approaching feeding area
Close-up of an old turtle

i

The turtles do not leave water

and climb up the hill to retire for
the night as was told to Annandale.
Previously they might have left the
pond and climbed the hill for egg-
laying only. Now they probably lay
eggs on the eastern and southern
sides of the pond and the neigh-
bouring areas.

An interesting account of the
turtle and the saint is available in
the East Pakistan District Gazet-
teers, Chittagong, 1970: ‘There is a
shrine of this famous saint (Hazrat
Sultan Byazid Bostami) on a hillock
at Nasirabad, formerly an idyllic
spot of panoramic beauty about
four miles to the northwest of the
town. He was born in 777 A.D. at
Bostan in Iran. He came to India
and it is said that he visited Chit-
tagong. There is no mazar of the
saint in the shrine. It is an astana
and chilla associated with the name
of the great saint. Khan Bahadur
Hamidullah Khan in his Jawarikh-
e-Hamidia strongly asserts that there
was a Buddhist stupa at the spot
where the present shrine stands.

‘A mosque built during the reign
of Emperor Aurangzeb stands on
the bank of a big tank at the foot
of the hillock on which the shrine is
situated. There are several hundred
tortoises in the tank. Tradition has
it that these animals are the des-
cendants of the evil spirits (djinns)
who were cast into this shape be-
cause they incurred the wrath of
the great saint who visited the place
about 1100 years ago.’

Mbp. ALl REzA KHAN
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