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Government of Pakistan
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Finance & Trade Cantre
! Sharae Faisal

KARACHI

February G, 1999

Dear Mr Ja.vad,

When we met at the SMEDA board meeting in Lahore recentlly wa spoke of the
issuc of turties heing caught in shrimp nets and, as a resuit of not fitiing our nets
~ith the Turtle Excluder Dence (TED) the fact thal Pakistan s expart of shrirps
waz hannad from import into the US.

VWhen this had first occurred. we had advised rhe government of vardous measures
shaey could take, including the suppert to & SME to develop such devices for fitting
on the rawlers

Singe then, Pakisian has taken the case to WTO and | understand that whiie WO
has ruled in our favour. it is still being contested in the 'JS

As a bio'ogist with expenence of the life cycles of matine turtles and the sfiect of
shiimp trawling on their mortality along our coasts, 1t is Fighly iikey that the
controverss will continue with the US, and as environmental regulations get more
strlhgent the world over, we will find ourselves faced with the demand i¢ 1it un
TED's from other countries also (e g the EU)

| merefore suggest that as part of the fisheries sector policy cwrenliy heing
considered the issue of the TED s be looked into in mora detail. as an epportunity
presents itself here to be proactive in the conservation of an endangered species
secure nur expart markels, and encourage the development of an SME

Technicar information on TED s and the saiertfic basis tor the US Lian on dnperis
arr avaballe from the [UCN libvary in Karachi or e 0 ¢ our oviice n the U3

! enclose the letters. writien to the Ministry of Environmeni and Comimerce in

1926,97
with best wishes

Tonirs singerely,

ABAN MARKER KAERAJ
Pakistan Cournitry Representative

Cc: Kh. Belal, Ahmed, Chairman & CEO,SMEDA

gh'lmifé:ﬁd?\largis Alavi IUCN Karachi
!

t
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The World Conservation Union

Mr. Shamim Ahmad Khan
Secretary to the Government
Ministry of Commerce
Government of Pakistan

1SLAMABADR

! January 28, 1997

Dear Shamim Ahmad saheb,

Thark you so much for meating with ma the othor day, and assisting with our caso

oo tha import of vahiclos for tho Balochistan Consarvation Strategy.

tha notae on tha turtlas, and our uugustions of how
More rocont avidencoe from one ol our biohvaraily
st vay taamn warking o the Hingel aran in Balochistan indleatan that the tawlorn
coma 1 clonn to the ke nesung grounde ead that thare in rogular oceurnance ol

incldantnt cnicl, Daad ollva ddloys {deownad In the nuta) warn soan halngl Uaown
It e claar wo connot contlnue Lo

| anclosa, ag par your roguaid,
tha govarnunont might procand.

out of tho trawld nnd washaod up onto tha bhanch
dany thara tnon problem, atd aomea mannuarn nl‘hm(;uinli(m nnd andtigntory davican

aneh ns tha TEES will ba nocessary if the ban [s to boe liftad

Plesda 1ot us know H owa can ba of furthor assalstance in giving sdvico nlong tha [Inos
wao sugeest in our papor, or In nagaotintions with tha US governmont on tho baost
way forward, through the assistance of our US offico.

WIth hasat wilnhan,

Yours sincaraly,

agkf\-_._/
ALAN MARKER KABRAJI
Pakistan Country Roprosontativo

cc: Mr. Zafaruulah Khan
Riclard Garstarg/saved Abwed
Scoll Hajost ’
AL, Hao/Manik Wijeyer tne/Scolt Perkin
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Mr. Rana Rafig Ahmed

Dy inspector General Forests
Ministry of Environment
Forestry and Wildlife
Isiamabad

Urban Affairs

6 June 1996

Dear Mr. Ahmed,

Thank you for your letter of 26 May {addressed 10 Mr AL. Rao of our Islarrjab.ad
Officel requesting assistance with the preparation of a positicn paper on shrimp fishing
and the incidenial catch of marine turtles. <

This is an important issue, with implications for Pakistan’s economy and international !
a as well as the conservation and sustainable utilisation of our coastal resources

imag
Pakistan has globally significant papulations of two species of threatened marine turtles

{the Green Tunie, Chelonia mydas, and the Clive Ridley Turtle, Lepidochelys olivacea),
and there are sporadic reports of tha presence of a further three species; we alsc have
a sizeable ficet of mechanical shrimp trawlers within our waters, none of which are
tikely to be using Turtle Exciuder Devices (TEDs). In the absence of any relinble or
systematic research on the issue, it is fair to assume that the impact of shomp
harvesting activities on marine turdes is likely to be high

As a result of thase conditions. Pakistan would not be eligible for certification by the
US Department of State under Section 609(b}{2}{C}, and will need to develop an
effective regulatory programme if it is to be permitted 10 resuma exports to the United
States. We wolld propose that the following steps be taken in developing such a

programme:

the implementation of a detailed survey by the Fisheriss Depaitmens, the Sindh
Wildiife Department, and other concerned organisations, aimed at assessing the
number of commercial shrimp trawlars operating in Pakistan's waters, and the
scale of the incidenta! takc of marine turties. It would be important for this
survey 10 be carried ¢ 11 in a siieniificaily rigorous and chjective fashion, so
that it will be accepted as a credible baseline. This would require spacialist
assistance with the design of the survey and the collection and analysis of
data; it would also entail taking measures to ensure that data are not tampered
with or altered, and carrying out the survey over the course of at least one full
fishing season {and paessibly longer} 't might be possible to request technica!
inputs from the United States (through their Embassy in Islamabad), who could
perhaps second a fisheries biologist/marine turtle specialist to Pakistan to assist
with the design and organisation of the survay, the training of staff, etc ;

@

the development of a regulatery framework, requiring all commercgial shrimp
trawlaers gperating in Pakistan's waters to use Turtle Excluder Devices. This
could perhaps be achieved by negctiating voluntary compliance; however, in
the event that new legisiation is required, we would recommend that this be
developed through a consultative process involving all the majar stakeholders,
including the shrimp industry, Government, NGQs, academia and others:



-2,

e TEDs. This could involve a number of different
tional TED manufacturers; an assessment of the
sessment of the feasibility of importing TEDS in
umbers required or of manufacturing TEDs within Pakistan; a review of the desirability of

n ar grant scheme o assist trawlers 10 adopt this new technology; and
he way in which TEDs ate fitted arnd used;

o the development of programmes to introduc
steps. including: the identfication of interna
costs and benefits of different models; an as

the n 2
sstablishing a soft loa
ihe develonment of 2 training schemea explaining t

initiation of an education and awareness pregramme. T0 complement these sleps, we

® the K
t an education and awareness programme be started. targetted in the

waould also suggest tha
Hast e Linco ot the shemp Lenwling community Tha programma could bo dasinead ta oxnlin

& maring wirtlo populations. tho imphcations of tho (PR

s oteenuonal stgaificanco of Pakistar
Mow legislaton could

and the staps bomg taken by GOP to ansura continuad oxpoits,

vy s s
penalties for non-compiionen deieobed T

e pabicod (i e s promulgatad]  and tho
Lol b TED could also bo highiightod:
Gt 11D con ncrepso shnoip yislds The programmu could also be designed 1o provale prchca
wdviee on accessing soft loans tor TEDs. tha availability of training progranynes et

for exnmpla, undar Cin L conthibons tho u o

> e development of a menitoring and enforcement programme This would antaii tho design of
a monitoring strategy. the identification of lead responsibilities, and the provision of Turther
training and equipment to the Fisheries Department and the Sindh Wildlite Trepartment:

- increased turtie protection messures. The quidelines issued by the US Department of State
indicate that tha cortification procoss will also take into consideratan additional measures o
protect marios tertlos at all stapas of their lifa cyclo In this regard, wao weuld strongly
reconumand that GoP (through tha retovant wiidhifa dopartinants Singdly and Dalochistang
e ngthen s o te consurvator progeammaes, by protecting pasting hnaclies  expandiig Lrirtl
Wl horron nernarng rasaarch elfors ared lpraving tho andarcnmuant ol the nxistig

prrodphitiony i oy et taka

A e atod by (s foamaewaork action plan tha succosdful inpoducton af T wetl b o pignifteand
ivddor Gakanigy, roguitng comaiimant andd invasunents lrom a varioty of stakoholdera, particularly Gal?
(oo tad by the Ministy UGN would ho vary ploanad 1o anaint withy the davatlopmant ol an
Pt et tuetin ¢ onnnovation progaini (o lang) o O aXasaR Cad Ba mintd, Lo axpmpia throogh
et benal Madioe Fuithe Sponiaiing Girangy aad Qs Katachl hraantl Goastal foaayntens Tkt JHCM

Consh b prranche te Jide o poendatatie o with tha denign sod inplomootantdon of tho Db wieeny 1HHC T
Gl Dran s b bl e prgdoen anoald chiaflitygy ninw nrva et al feptiniatdnng, oy ainiing Pastenisil o live
P o s aond gl dkerel et nf e skt a el el o pesegnmennan bola pasasthlo that 41 n
Dt s atnrend b renod s sy it s fvie ool ey pr B oo funadingg tor o tvbugpreeion P

e s o s

Sha b denital ke o1 oiedangered ang rasteood spuacios such as marino tartoas ansd tolpinnsg by
Comantored D hanas is hocaming an meroasingly amotive Isag lor environmontal lobbios 1 hoth tha
U1 e Darapa T critical that Pakistan acoeornd [rgrorthanen 1o thia lssua, and tdavelogp a seiontfte aml
Crodith e ponce Althoagh tha invastmaenls cequirad may ba slzaabla, 1tla HWCN's viow that thoy will
be wimply wind quickly repsid  through the cconomic bonefits of continued shrimp exports, tho
maeantenance of Pakistan’'s international imago, and the conservation of our biological heritago

| hape ihat these ideas wilt be of use; please let ma know if IUCN can be of any furthar assistance (o
Gol? in helping to resolve this impartant issue



Yours sincerely,

LY
]
Aban Marker Kabraji
Pakistan Country Representative

cc fAr Abu Shamim Ariff, Vice Chairman, Export Promotion Bureau
Mr. M. Agil Siddiqui, Director, Expory Promotion Bureay
hMr. Abrar Mirza, Director, Sindh Wildlite Department
Ms . Fehmida Asrar Ghauri, Sindh Wildlife Department
Dr Tarig Banuri, Sustainable Development Palicy Institute
Ms Khawar Mumraz, JUCN Regionall Councillor for Wast Asia
HJCNP Programma Diraciors {10, AR, JA, 5P, DD, s, SH, NRA, PN Mt



