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ATTLCK BY 4 NEST-GULRDING FEMALE MUGGER (Crocodylus palustris)

4t 6 cens on 8.,3.,82 the 35 yecor old Gurkha vatchnan, Bhogat Ran was
routinely checking nest toaperaturcs in Breoeding Pit 8 at the Crocodil.
Bank, Fecuale nugcr "Lnara" wns in the water watching Bhagat Ran on ho
squatted te insert the thernmometer into the PVC tube buried into tic
rnest for the purposc. He is an cxpericnced crocodile worker and as
usual had o stout stick with hinm. As he doscribes it, he turned oway
fron Anara for o sccond wiile he checked the tenperaturce and the ne
thing hc knew she hod hia rlght lower leg in her jaws. He threw notchosl:,
thermoncter and stick o¢n hor head and she fortunately lct go without
shaking or rolling.

The bite resulted in 5 deep puncturcs in the calf and shin, onc which
required 4 stitches to closc. He had tetanus and antibiotic injections
and recovered rapidly with daily dressing changes and antibiotics.

o ene cver doubted that nest guarding fenale croes rcally ncan busincs

but this kind of sncak attacl has perhaps not been sufficicntly hppr001utud,
arc you listening Jefi, Ted, Basu, Binod ot al ?

LELTHERB.LCK WASHED LSHORE ON MADR4S COAST

G 27th Morch '82 o dead leatherback sca turtle (Dormochclys coriccoa)
wos washed ashore at Covelong some 17 lns south of Madras city and was
fournd ty fishermen at about .45 a.n. The turtle was torn open acress
the corapace and had probably been run over by o trawler.

It ncasured 2.5 ncters across the carapace end the left front flipper
neasurcd 80 cnse. The identification was confirned by the Central Marine
Fisherics Rescarch Institute pcople who saw thc specinmen.
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SNAKE SC.LTS iLROUND MuDR..S CITY

Of 11 scat sanples collected by MSP on the outskirts of Kodras city
in AuT/S( /Oct 81 5 had rodent rcmeins which account for 45# of the
sanplese

Of the 5 sanples, 4 arc that of cobras and cne of a2 rat snakce Rodent
fur found in the scats includec that of

1. Bondicocts bengalonsis, the Indian ncle rat, 50%

2. [Tatera indica, Indian jorbil, 33%

3» Millardiz ncltads, thce soft furred field rat 17%

11 the scat sanmples were collected fron necar rice ficldse



