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The Crocodile Banl: has initiated a part time training
programme Tor wnemployed young men of Vadanemmeli
Village. I+ is fel+ that with +he increasing ac+ivit
f various St&iq‘Fore&t Departments in crocodile”husﬁgﬁdry
will enhance their chances

and management, these +rainees
of finding employment. H
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yILENT VALILEY

In spite ¢f apr2els from WWE, IUCN, and other conservation
bodies in India and abroad, the hydro electric project in
Silent Valley one of the last remaining rain forest in
India, is going ~head. Prof M.K. Prasad, who has- initiated
the Society for the Protection of Silent Valley, is rot
taking +his lying down. He writes: "We are very close to
our next step. the Scciety will be filing & civil suit

a+t the High Court of Xerzla... to get the Silent Valley
Ordinance scuasned siice it is against the inter8st of
saving the lion-iailed macaque, which is protected '
under the Wildlife Acit. &HAnother case is also being

filed by & wellwighex of ours who owns land in Aali, 12 kms
fromSilent Valley. The advocate +themselves are....
conservationis+ts. Thcugh we de not expect any favourable
outfome of this case, it will create publicity and

attract attention'.

(

Meanwhile, +he Yerola Staté Assembly has said that the
Project will ahide by the environmental safeguards laid
down by the Wast~rn Ghats Task Force. ;

SEA TURTLH NOLZ:3 FROM VISAKHAZATNAN

Dr. S Dut+t. Hezd, lepartment of Marine Sciences at Andhra

University, hao written apncut sea turtles on the Visakhap-—

atnam coact- ' 15 wear, considerevle numbe#s of 9live

Ridleys have beel cantured by fishermen, from +he latter

half of November 'TG. At Vizag the number of turt}es .

captured vex Jda¥ las not besn more_than a dozen. ghe number | |

captured 1s o2 -5 decline since tge second half o fﬁ
TG Ilie is also the pericd (October-larch |

e M = t inei i ficznt schools
when the coastal waters suppo-t, not 1nsigni icsn

of lesser sardines and Whiteba%t. Unfortunately, th?re
are no rceccords from +his locality of the f%rtles com;gg.
on shore to lay 3875 nrobably they a?e being capturecd
before they =zl €0 &0« I wonder whetncr,_apart fro::}h
their coming *o “he ccastal waters.on +their way to the
sandy beaches Zor laying eges, thel? pr?senie hef? ;zd
not also +to Tfeced o7 +he smsll pelagic ?15heo mentio
above. Yhen I made enguiries of +*he flsher?ennlnto
+their villages., © could nof get a clear rep yvms o

. +her +hey eat the meat on aily regular basis.

Ligiestinn - . +he older people among us eat
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eplies that = go® e e ap, =
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Fihey are sent fo markets in Calcutta, but you know

how difficult it is +o collec ; ;
such matters. t authentic data in

The fishermen here -
treat'them with calizugzzgg.aniﬂe; 2gri§;iid,&even
worship Thcmo According to CHFEI data‘(NewglaitnOt
October '77 - March '78), 3090 to 4000 green u ir Gl
are captured annually in the Gulf of Manna lur.les
regularly slaughtsred on Sundays in Tuticorin Eiiz’geind

L]

In May 1976 & leatherback which came on shore at

Vimag was injured and ki
illed due t .
by people who should havs known beitZiﬁkless handling

LETTERS FROi Tl ANDANANS

Satish Bh%skar, Field Officer of the Madras Snake Park,
has been in +he Andomans since September '78 Apa ir ’
from his periodic reports we have received séverzlr
interesting letters from him:

+

%?;2 ﬂziiizzr,sgajelock Island+— "Tgrtle nesting areas

i 1, ince my last letter include the Betapur
coast 1Tmed1ately north of Rangat, and Inglish Island
but.I didn't find 2 single track in Inglish, nor cgﬁlé
I visit North and South Button Islands wheré nesting
is said to be heavy. This probably was the case in the
recent past before fishermen began frequenting these shoreé
But on a 2 km s*retch of Betapur, I dug up plenty of )
green, hawksbill and Ridley cggs (fresh tracks visible
in some ins+ances ). Wha+ +hrilled me more was finding
2 +rack 193 cms broad on this coast - almost certainly
a leatherback., 4 huge area had also been excavated by
+he +urtle, but oddly, no craters had been left behind -
+his, I think, because +he +urtle didn't lay - an opinion
reinforced by about 5 hours of fruitless digeging by me
The +racks were about 10 days 0ld, ie made in about
early Novembar.

You may be interested +*o know that my boa+t crew sSaw &
crocodile'( I saw +the bubbles slone) in the channel
between John ILawrence and Henry Lewrence Islands (ie
just north of Havelock). Am I right in presuming you

havn't seen crocs this far south?
I had the privilege of mceting a. very brave man here.
He ond 4 of his cxrew mates were caught in a cyclone
off Havelock about 3 months back. The beoat engine
conked out and they drifted %o Burma, reaching it after
23 foodless CaysS, unconscious but alive. What a
story he has to tell! I heppened 1o b? in a queuc
behind him at Port Blair as he was making the last
leg of his adventurous JOUurney, purchasing a ferry

(1) and he's &

t i : +o Havelock. His neme is Tuna
e il diving for Marbo and Trochus shells

diver (they had been . . _

when overtaken by the s+toxta/ . They gettlsoned +heir

entire fish catch to keep +heir boat afloat. 3 men
emaining to bail out wateXr.

unconscious and 2 T
Finally *they too We

re unconscious! What a yarne
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