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For the five species of sea turtles (Lepidochlys olivzcea,
Caretts caretta, Chelonia mydas, Eretmochelys imbricata and ;
Dermochslys coriacea) that Torage in Sri Lanka waters and exten=-
sively use the Island's many beaches for nesting, survival is
becoming increasingly difficult, People living in coastal
villages continue to plunder nests and/or kill turtles despite
cemmon mowledge that these activities constitute offences punish-
able by law., While the actual number of turtles seen at sea is
declinirg yearly, turtle catches in fish nets are becoming larger
today tranks to the large scale development of fishing technology.
Country craft have b'e_en replaced by mechanised launches and trawlers
wkile szall indegenous nets have almost completely beexn replaced
by strorg, large area nylon nets,

On. land czatastrophic coastal erosion (eg. South western coastal
zone) ard muliifarious land use such as tourism development and
hounsing projects are fast transforming the last few good nes‘cing
beaches into populated, well 1lit areas unfit for nesting. In-
tensive =xploitation of turtles and their eggs and loss of suitable
habitat fue to 'development'! (eg. Negombo, EEEER Western Coastal
Zome) hes caused local extinetion of nesting populatiozs in some
arsas., 2eporis from all round the Island indicate that turtle
po_:rulati::ns are declining, and declining rapidly.

Sri Tanksz: :

T T TS

Gerneral fescrivption of area: .
Sri Lanks is situated between 5° and, 10°N and lies approximately
forty eizint kilometres off the South-east Indian coast., The |
Tsland hes a total area of 65,610 sq. km. and is four hundred and
thirty two miles long and two hundred and twenty four kilometres
wide, TI% experiences two monsoons yearly; the North east monsoon
from November +o Februstyv and the South west monsoon from May )
to September., Iarge stretches of fringing reefs and beds of sea
grass occar around the Island at varying distances fr_om the shore.

The peopls:
A 'majo;'r:it*;.of +the people in Sri Lanka are Sinhalese_puddhists vho

. it 5
neither ezt turtles nor their eggs., The two main minority group
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are the Sinhalese Christians and the Tamils. Most fishermen belong
to sither of these two classes and consider turtle flesh and eges
delicacies. Most of the sea turtle. related offences are committed
by these people. Tamil muslims who dominate the south eastern
coastal areas of Pottuvil and Akraipattu do ‘not eat turtles but may
consume the eggs. :

While turtling is the domain of fishermen, egg collectors in most
areas are either village urchins or early morning beach combers,

For the village kids, turtlec eggs collected and sold provide: pocket
money and for the beach combers turtle eggs constitute a bonus and
arc considered as another gift from the sea. Since these two
categories of egg poachers occur almost throughout the island
whcrever good beaches are present, egg collection, especially in
icnesely populated areas, is 100% (eg., Mirissa, Southern coastal zone).

“he present survey, its 2ims and achievements:

The primary objective of this survey was to personally collect in-
formation on the current status and distribution of sea turtles in

Sri TLanka, estimate degrce of exploitation, locate gocd nesting
eaches, determine causes for decline, review existing Iiterature

on the subject and finally fo present the gathered information as
concisely as possible in this report, The report will help to focus -
much needed attention on the plight of these endangered reptilians
and, we hope, initiate some conservation action where required.

Based on our appraisal of the prevailing situation a few solutions

to problems in sea turtle conservation are suggested at the end of

this report.

Materials and Methods:

Coastal Sri Lanka is divided into eighr zones; the Western Coastal

Zone (WCZ) extending from Colombo to Puttalam, the North Western
Coastal Zone (NWCZ) from Puttalam to Elephant Pass, the Northern
Zone (NCZ) from Elephant Pass to Champiyanpattu, the North
Coastal Zone (NBECZ) from Champiyanpattu to Foul Point, the
Coastal Zone (ECZ) frém Foul Point to Pottuvil, the South
Coastal Zone (SECZ) from Pottuvil to Hambantota, the Southern
Coastal Zone (SCZ) from Hambantota to Galle and the South Western
Coastal Zone (SWCZ) from Galle to Colombo, We visited 7 . of these
coastal zones during this survey,. While some of these areas wefe ’
surveyed thoroughly, others could be examined only cursorily due to

Coastal
Eastern
Eastern
Bastern
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time and transport problems, The principal mode of transport was
.a motorcycle chosen for reasons of flexibility and economy., Roads
closest to the coast were followed whenever possible, Travélling
thus, we could view the beach z2s we went along. Stops were made
at good beaches - ie., any.fairly broad stretch of beach extending
above the high tide line -, irrespective of human disturbance -~ to
talk to fishermen or other peorle living near the coast, Since
common names for the five species vary from place to place, their
local identities in each region were first ascertained by showing
the person being interviewed coloured illustrations. Further
questioning was continued only if the person could identify the
pictures correctly and appeared knowledgeable. Information obtain=-
ed was entered onto standard questionnaires fo ensure uniformity

of questions asked and to facilitate data processing., Since a

great deal of the data collected during this survey was, out of
necessity, hearsay, quantitative estimation of nesting populations, .

turtles caught per year and so on was not attempted as the figures,
in any case, would have proved unrelicble and unrealistic. Empheasis
was placed on gathering infornation on the degree of naturalness of
the beach in a region, its suitability for nesting, causes of
disturbance (if any), potential natural predators, nesting seasons,
relative abundance of the five species and scr on., At each sﬁop

we requested to see any carazpaces that may be available as these

- supplied vital information oxn mary aspectssuch as:

a, positive indication of the presence of a particular species

. in a regioﬁ.
b, indication of the relative abundance of the different species,
c. indication of the effectviveness of the law in an area and S0

o,

At each stop we also inspected the beachlfor turtle tracks, body
pits, egg shells and other types of evidence., Turtle carcasses
found on the beach were scrutinised to determine cause of death
and cut open (on one occassion) to inspect stomach contents.
Information on areas we could not personall& visit was obtained
from interviews with knowledgeable individuals,
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Sea turtles of Sri ILankas;

Seientific Name

lish

Le]
Oaq

- 8inhal=ase

Dexrmochelys
coriacea

Chelonia mydes

Lepidochelys
o_ivacea

reitmechelys
Tapricata

Leatherback

Green Turtle

0live Ridley

Loggerhead

Hawksbill

Dhara kesbeva

Gal keshbeva
MzZna kesbeva

‘Batu Kesbeva

Mada kesbeva

Olugadi kesbeva

Pana kesbeva
Pothu kesbeva
ILeli kesbeva

Thoni amai

Perr amai
pal amai

pul amai
Kangamattayan
Sith amai

Perunthalai
amai,
Kilichondan,
Nai amai

Seep amal,
alunk amai
0t amai

Status and Distribution:

Caretta caretta:

Positively the rarest sea tuptle in Sri Lanka.

have been abundant cven in foruer (Deraniyagela, 1952).

stribution and hesavy exploitation in arcas where it

Restricted di

occurs appear to be
survey Carctta was reporived
an adult - rcportedly a

after beln
(“Ecu)

PJ

South Bar beach (
interviewed in Salli Sambaltivu
- ggid that they were frequently caught.
In the other parts of the

comuen and

rot known f.c sure if they nest here.
if it occurs at all, appears to be very rare.

Island Caretta,
nesting populations of

very much doubt the ex tistence of sizeable

this species from the Eastern Goastal Zone to the South Western

‘ne e

+ LA
b ldade = 0

b
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in reasons for its scarcitye.
srom Kendakuliya, (WCZj the carapace of

male - which was killed three months ago
g caught in a net was found on the beach) to Nilaweli
_In between Caretta is reportedly very commonly en
. the waters off Dev11’s Point (NWCZ) and supposedly nes
Mannar Teland) during the monsoon.

(NECZ) reported Caretta to be very
It is however

never appears-to

During this

countered

ts on

Fishermen

We



Coastal Zones (clockwise) and claims in suﬁport of this we feel, need
Selm (1975) reports of seeing a carapace in Pookulam

to be verified.
It is quite possible that

village on the Northern Wilpattu border.
at least small nesting nopulations occur off the coast of Wilpattu
and nest on the National Park's beaches., The small Islands in the
Portugal and Dutch bays have to be immediately investigated in this
respect as we suspect they may harbour nesting populations of this

species,

Dermochelvs coriaceas: >
Largest of the five species of sea turiles Dermochelys is well known
throughout the entire Island. TIts present status is rare and pop-

ulations zppear to be declining, Dermochelys was reported from the
sea off 211 the coastal zones but was considered common only in
“atticelas (BCZ), Relmunai (ECZ), Hambantota, Yalag Bundala(SECz )
Kesmpda  {SWCZ) and was reported to nest around April-May. The
bast Dermochelys rookeries in Sri Lanka are to be found in the
Scuth Zastern and South Western Coastal Zones., Salm (1975) reports
Tthat largs numbers of Dermochelys nest on the forty kilometre
stretch of beach on the coast of the Yala National Park, betwsc:
October t: December and egain from May to June, During a surve: ¢

the 50 kilometre stretch of beach he counted 173 recent Dermceholy:
tracks, Inaccessibilitr of the arez and patrolling by park Rang:iis

o

reduce chances of egg vrzdation by humlans and the nesting popu.aticne
here can tz considered szfor than anywhere else on the Island,
Dermocheli~s also nest in considerable numbers on the sandy beaches

of the Buzdala Bird Sanctuary a few kKilometres south of Yala, Re-
newed eficrts by the Wildlife Department have put an end to egg
poacihing Tty local villagers. Both Yala and Bundala harbour large
bopulations of wild pigs (Sus cristatus) and jackals which scour

: Deachss during the nesting seasons and dig up the eggs. Salm
<ound thet at least 59% ( n 22 nests) of the nests were lost thus.
T order o reduce predation of eggs by natural predators the
~1ldiife Zevartment has started two sea turtle hatcheri.© at Yala
and_Bundala respectively., An account of these hatcheries ig given
>.sewhere, At Hambantota, the beach, alfhough steep (When we visit-
2d it in Mzy) appears to experience a great deal of nesting.

Dufing @ night survey we came across the fresh tracks of a leather-
back and rumerous tracks of smaller species, We also observed

two poachsrs attempting to dig up the Dermochelys eggs and were

8lad when they ‘had to leave after an hour's digging in vain.




The Leach herc is still relatively uwmdisturbed and it is our hope
The arca deserves immediate protection,

that it will remain so.
The next -

especially since there is heavy exploitation of eggs.
significant Dermochelys ncsting beach is the three kilometre stretch
cf beach between Induruwa and Ahungalla in the South Western Coastal
The main nesting scason is from June to August during the

Smaller numbers also nest occasion-

Zone,
peak of the South West monsoon,.
ally during December. The Wildlife and Nature Protection Society
operates a hatchery here and egg poaching along this stretch is
virtually non-existent thanks to the co-operation of the local
people, A detailed discussion on this area based on personal ob-
servation and personal communication with several knowledgeable
Dermochelys also

people is contained elsewhere in this report.
nest on the beaches of the Southern Coastal Zone (Hambantota to
Galle) but nesting is sporadic and egg poaching is severe duc to a

Zreater coastal human population density. Ia the Western (Cclozb®o
e"""r‘

Yo Puttalam), Worth Western (Puttalam to Elevhant Pass), Northerx:
(Clephant Pass to Champiyanpattu) and North-Eastern (Champiyanpatin
to Foul Point) Coastal Zones Dermochelys is considered very rarc
and no nesting now takes place in the first three Ccastal Zones,
The Chundikulam Sanctunry a1ca was not surveyed by us and we have
However it is doubtful if any sizeabl:

no data for that region.
nesting populations occur here as the area is subject to intensive
fishing activity by migrant fisiaermen. In any case the area ics

worth investigating.

Chelonia mydas:

Although all turtle specics are consumed, Chelonia is the number
one preference. The species occurs around the Island and is heavily
exploited, In the WCZ, NWCZ, 1NCZ and NECZ there has been an

erormous decline in numbers during the past decade. Nesting along

these coasts is spc}adic. A fair amount of nesting reportedly

occurs in Batticalao and Kalmunai (ECZ). The main nesting areas
are the beaches of Yala National Park, Bundala Sanctuary (SECZ)
axnd Kosgoda (SWC2Z)., In between, in the SCZ nesting occurs where-

[

ever undisturbed beaches are present. This species appears to

be the most sensitive to lights on the beach mnd avoids such areas.
Zrection of lights along the Highway which runs parallel to the
becach for most of the way from Colombo to Tangalle may have rendered
many areas unsuitable for nesting, No turtle nesting has occurcd
for the past few years on the well 1lit beach a% Matara, while



nesting stiil occurs on the thickly populated but poorly 1lit beach

at lMirissa = few kilowetres awvay., Similarly, little nesting occurs

at Hikkadus, Beruwela and Bentota, three areas witlahigh density
of tourist comploxes, TFishermon in South Thoduwawa (WCz) reported
that turtles other than Ridlews had ceased to nest since the beach
vegetation was cut down a few yesars back, This area coul%i%%gﬂl
probability have been a green nesting beach previously and greens
favour beaches with vegetatioz, the clearing of the shore vegetation

(Pandanus etc.) could have rencdered the beach unfavourable tothem -,

Eretmochelyrs imbricata:

Tae status of Erefaochelye in Sri Lanka is indeterminate. The

spcecies occurs around the entire Island., Nesting appears to take
Zzce around the island whircver suitabls habitat is present. Due

U

to the poisonous nature of its flesh at certain times of the year
' The value cf its laminac
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ia uell knsom and whenever a hawksbill is caught the laminae ar:
cxtracted 214 scld to a class of tamil businessmen known as tagars!

or to local jewellers, The laminae from a single turtle is valuod
between 25C-300 rupees, Many Zishermen, particularly along Tnc

ey oy o

inding tags on hawksbills and believed’ that tihosz

(N

HWCZ reportzi
indicated txe poisonous nature of the turtles. Unfortunately =:
tag samples werc available, heving been discarded, Hawksbills arc
said to havs two breeding scesons = in Lecember and January and
ooTr-

April, May =ad June - accordizg to Deraniyagula (1953). The cara
pace of an =2dult was found a2t Iandakuliye amidst several hundred

Ridley carevaces. Alszo found in the same village was a live

guve nile which had been ca a few days previously. A dead
juvenile (reportedly caugbu and drowvned in a net) was found on the
tezach at Szgazrapura sans its lzninae., The specimen was a female
~easuring 52.5 (CCL) X 456.0 cm. (CCW)3 its stomach contained

S
:iggested s:xa grass,

Leonidochelyvs clivacea:

the most common, widely distributed and abundant species in Sri
Tanka, Nests throughout the Island, even in thickly populated'or
highly disturbed areas unsuitable for other species. Though turtles
and eggs ars heavily exploited wharever they occur, populations of
This species appear to be stable. This is the only sea turtle
species in Sri Lanka not immediately in danger of extinction.
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Throughout the Is1aﬂa nesting takos place mainly during the nontis
This

of December, January and February. e found several nests of tiis
species in Kumurupiddi (NECZ) and at Kosgoda (SWCZ) in December
1982, At Kunurupiddi 8 recent (excavated) nests were found, Six
had been plundered by a regular beach comber who was our guide that
day (the other two had been predated upon by wild pigs which are
very common in that areaz) This cleariy illustrates how even a single
determined poacher can have a deletericus effect on the turtle
populatiqns in small arseas, The cerepaces of three recently slaught
ered Ridleys, presuned to be nzsting Iemales, were found concealed

under Pandanus clumps. Ridler carapaces were found in almost every

villazge we visited alo;; the Southexrm, South Wesvern, Western, and

orth Eastera coasts, aviesting to the abundance of this species.

“is

e counsed 2ver 250 Levidochelvs carzpaces scattered nezr a fishing

=illage in Zandakuliya (Zloxrth of Puitalam on the sea ward side of

the Puttalam lagoon). 4lthough the Ridley appears comparitively
nesting habitat

Hy

& at the moment, over exploitation and loss of

sa.

ney be teking their tcli,

=1

TABL® I

Surmary of status and distribution of sea turtles in Sri Lanka,

ITESTING AREAS

Tk

SPECIES DISTRIBUTION STLZUS MATX

Dermochelvs  Throughout Island Rere Yale ¥.P., Bundalz Sanc.,
Hambantota (SECZ),

ceriacea
Bat+ticalao, Kalmunai(ECZ)
Kosgoda (SVC3Z)

- ——— ——— A A S S S P S T S e e S M TS AT e S e S e S Sy o

Carectta definitely kncwn Vexr; Uncertzin: possibly on
caretta from the WCZ, WWCZ, rare islands off the coast
NCZ, NECZ. of Wilpattu, the beaches
of Wilpattu N,P. between
Viddaltivu and Devil's
point the islands off -
Devil's point and the
North Zastern Coast.
Chelonia Throughout Island uncommon Same as for Derrochg_ys
Eydes rapidly
declining
due to
heavy ex-

ploitation

[ ——————— P PR R R TR 4 ik . S S L W N L



WMAIN NESTING AREAS

SEooing T DISTRIBUTION STATUS

Batticalao, Kalmunai

Er=trnoch 1%3 Throughout Island uncommon and a
- & probably  (ECZ), Yala N.D.,

Lo ieaTa,
. declining Bundala and
Hawbantota (SECZ),
and SYCZ where
suitable habitat is
resent; Kosgoda
%swcz). -

...._———-——-.-_—m——.-.—..——...——n.-——.—._——-.....--..._--.._——_

Lezidoczelys  Throughout Island  Conmon Throughout the Island
but heavily VWherever suitable

oiivacesz I :
- exploited habvitat is present.

- rm—

P

Ceuses Zor decline:s

Develor=snt trends both in the recent past and at present have
been fer from favourable to sea turtles, Loss of nesting habitat
ani over exploitation can be listed as the foremost factors affcct-
irng sez turtles., WVhen tourism became blg business in Sri Tanka a
1o? of Things began to happen 2ll of a sudden., Tourist hotels
lar*ge a=d small began nushrooning everywhere along the coas<t,
Develor—ent was most often haphazard with little concerm shown "o
the environment. Today somc of the best beaches, particular 35
SWCZ, are so saturated win hotels as to make them unfi= few
nesving. VWith the hot:ls camc bright lights or» the beach, inecrcased
huzen z3%ivity and increased overzll disturbance. Tt has already
beez pointed out that scg turtles ne longer nest in such arcas,
Mcanwhile coastal towms continue to expand and more tourists seek-
irg unevoilt, unerowded beaches are encroaching upon the few re-
Raining undisturbed beaches in the island, More houses are being
bu;lt cn teaches and better roads are making remote areas easily
accsssitle, Coastal strips unfit for tourism for one reason or
the other, usvually have a high human density in the form of fish-
- izg villages. These areas normally - at Present - do not have

ing lights on the sea ward side and sea turtles still use thenm
extensively for nesting, Unfortunately however, egg poa:hing in
these ereas is severe and almost total, endangering greatly the
continved survival of the nesting species that use these beaches.

fan
faa
o



TABLE III:
Degrec of disturbance:

STATUS

COASTAL ZONE  DEGREE OF DISTURBANCE CAUSE SPECIES THAT
' : NEST
WCZ Severe; intensive fis}irg activ- Dcrmochelys  Rars
ity, numerous, oftﬂh conulguous Eretmechelys Rars
fishing villag:. Chelonia - Uncertain
Lepidochelys Commaon
NWCZ Less than in the WCZ Caretta Un-
certain
Dertiochelys . Rare
Eretmochelvs TUn-
commecn
Cheloniz Un=- _
COornoIl
Lepidochelvs Coeznon
NCZ Very little nesting habitat
evaeilable due to natural None ; -
ceuses,
NECZ Slizhty two cr three main Caretta Un~
fishing centres (permanent) T ‘certain
and a2 few temporary ones Dermochelys Rare
during the fishing seasong Eretnochelys Common
Tourism development at Chelonia Un~-
i - common

Hilaveli and Uppuwrelil
Lepicochelys Common

At S e e e e T T T AT W T LS N N A S i e e B 3 e P N L N S S SR 48 e A e e g

Dermochelvs common

o

ECZ Slight
Eretmochelys cormon
Chelonia ponEoa
Tepidochelys Most
common
SECZ Very slight: large areas of Dermochelvs Common
protected habitat available Eretmochelys Un-
certain
Chelonia common
Lepidochelys Common
SCZ Well populated areas with ‘Dermochelys Rare
intensive fishing activity Eretmochelys Un-
' certain
; Chelonia Commen
o= : Leplaochelvs Common
SWCZ Severe: area saturated with Derniochelys
tourist hotels and human set- Eretmochelys
tlements. Targe stretches of Chelonia

beach habitat unfit for nesting Lepidochelvs

e, —_ o = m i a w e

———



Exploitation:

Prior to the baxn in 1972, when all turtles other than Dermochelys

were not legally protected, several thousand male, female and
Juvinile turtles were killed indiscriminately the year round.

There were no r:sstrictions on the numbers that could be taken and
virtually no kind of check was exercised on the trade, Jaffna
particularly was renowned as a turtle centrc and the daily turtle
catches were pemmed alive and slaughtered on Sundays. No records
exist of the mass slaughters that took place and there is very little
in the literature +to lAdlCate the relative abundance of the various
species in former tizmes, A great deal of data which would have
scrved as useful comparison with the present day situation has been
irretrievebly lcst, Today the turtle trade still flourishes, albeit

underground, TFurtiss sre caught, killed and sold clandestinecly, in

'_.'

of the coastal villages usually early in the mornings as soon

ats cozz in;

J
[
ot
=
®
Ren
C)

The tremendous zfvanceront in fishing technology during the pas

few years has besn Righly disadvantageous to sea turtles. Today in
most parts of ti: Island, tmwaditional fishing craft and nets have
been replaced by _ot-r boats and: strong nylon ncts. - Long  strctches
of thesc’nrylon nots 12id _cut at sea fbrming a virtually impenetrable
borricr to caten sharks, rays end sguid also cateh large numbers of
turtles. One fishercor reported that 16 adult turtles -~ mostly
greens - were once czaught in such a2 ret. Almost all the fIherrcn
intervicwed durins this survey confirmed that turtles are reguliorliyy
caught in such rsis anc Irovred, ond were of the unanimous opinion
that these nets were ths majcr cauce for the decline/local extinct-
ion of turtle poruletions arsund the Island, Turtle eggs and
nesting females are taksn on land by poachers while more females,
adult males and juverilss are taken at sea; throughout the Island,
throughout the ye&rs IT 1s highly doubtful if any population can

Sfurvive such susizined =xnd severe exploitation for very long.

TABIE IV.

Cost of turtle €gzs and flesh:

Coastal Zomne Co3T ver cgg Cost per pound of rlesh
SL Ry .

WC2Z o FE= PFS5o S~ 1o

NWCZ S 'O

NCZ e So

NECZ il : 4

ECZ C-25 - se : A~

SECZ Ot 56 =) 0% P

SCZ d-So-|-0v &

SWCZ D 2 5 ‘

- e e e .
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Conscrvation neasures takens

Legislations
A1l the five species of sea turtles in Sri Lanka and their eggs are

protected under the Fauna and Flora Protection Ordinancc of 1972
and offcenders face upto € months in jail and/or Rs,2000 fine if _
caught and cenvicted. .iMest people arc aware of the iaw but enfcrce-

ment, especially in remote areas is iradequate and convictions are

few and far between.
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tz hatcherv: The cldest still operational hatchery, it was
»2ed in 1972 behind the Bentota teach hotel and has Deon kept
meinly due to the zfforts of the boat house menager Mr.Shanti
Adeyratne. 2Eggs are purchased with donations from tourists and
burried in a small wirc mesh enclosure. 68.1% hatching succeoss wos
reported for 9,331 eggs burried between 14,12.81 and 4.4.52. Tox
the pest several years turtles have ccased to nest on the beack
immediately behind the hotel and eggs fer the hatchery are obtaincd

from beaches furthcr south between Bentota and Kosgoda.

Kossoda hatchery: This hetchery commenced cperatiors in November
1987 and is maintained ty the Wildlife and Nature rrsteciion Society

Bk . . . — o :
of Sri Lanka with finaneial aid fron the Viectcr Hesselblad Trust

o i s .
The gentle slope and brozi beach platform makes this beach ideal
£, Ao = = =

i1or nesting, There is 2 small est &ery in the vicinity making the
arca attractive to Dermechelys. Chelonia, Lepidochelys, Eretmoch-

s : g : e
£lys and Dermochelvs usc this beach with high regularity and therc

15 scme ancunt of nesting throughout the year, Letidochelys and

areimochelys nest from Hovember to Februarv or March; Chelonia
o sellly kaelonic

nects yeafr round with 2 peak in May. 'Dermochelvé nest during

- A 2 -
June to dugust.and cgein, to o lesser.extent in Docember. -Reports
9% Caoretta nesting here should be treated with caution as I (s.D.)

suspect mistaken identit
TABLE V v

osgoda turtle hatchery results: 10,12.81 - 1,4,82

No.of eggs burried No.spoilt No.of hatchlings released  Hatching:

—

22, 141 24,280 ' 5,219 245

——

——— 5
——e .
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Breakds:m according to species:

Total rumber of hatchlings: 5219
Olive Ridleys: 3565
Green turtles: 987
Teatherbacks ; 249
Loggerheads : 213
Hawksbills : 205

SOURCE: TORIS, Journal cf the VITPS, vol,' XVI, YNo.1, June 19382

Palatupsna hetchery: This hatchery is also finariced and run by the
"INPS. ue to its remoteness (it is situated just ocutside the Tala
ional Park) and lack of personnel its functioning over the past
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ct

faw years has been discontinuous and relatively small number cf

gs ar: being buried., Wickremesinghe (1982) reports thet 55,55
4,372 eggs buricd between late 1981/early 1982 hatched succes=

sfully. S:gBeiesdetails are not known,

o

Yola ani Bundala hatcheries: Both are of fairly recent origin and
are menszzed by the Wildlife Department of Sri Lanka., They are
the onlr hatcheries within legally protected areas in the © untry
and hemecz human disturbance and egg poaching are virtually non-

Although the hatcheries were mainly started to safeguard

_existent,
the larzz number of leatherbz:lt rects that are laid here from the

abundan= wild boar and jsckzl wspulation, the oggs of other species
No figures avc been released by the Wildlife

e

are als: collected.
Departmznt at the time of sxriting, ;
=N

cnservesion measures regcomcnded:
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Declaration of sea turtlie rescrves:

Sri Lan:z has no rescrves or sancturaries specifically designed to
safeguari nesting turtle populaticns as yet. Considering the rap-
idity with which nesting habitat is being encroached upon and the
yeerly rsduction in the length and number of existing nesting

; it is imperative that principal nesting beaches be demar-
cated azd set agide as sea turtle reserves, legally protected from
encroaczzent with immediate effect. Based on our observations we
feel thet this would be the surest and most effective way of en-
suring <ze safety of the few remsining nesting populations outside
the National Paerks, If the selected site is small it could be
entirelr fenced to keep out human and animal intruders. If the
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ares 1s too large to be protected thus, at least 2 part o

beach stretch should be fenced, Nests fronm ad jacent unprotectz
stretches could be collected and reburied on the protected stxrip
at approximately the same position as the original nest, s
Forest Guards could be posted to the area +to attend to hatchery

work and to patrol the area to deter poachers and predators.

The permanent Preservoticn of 2 few importent nesting .sites ecan
do far more good than all cther congervati on- tactics put together
and may work out cheaper in tiie long run, Once proteeted, it 18 a

.

simple matter for the area <o be carefully managed tc aake it oozt
J.. - a_

u'tl"u.,c tive ‘tu turtles, Bright 1 izghts bz ""C].r.z*‘l'flg the beach cazxn ¢
ooscured by 2 belt  of tall sandy soil vegetation such as Casuzrina

2leng the beach border. Appropriate vegetation could be planted,
11 necessary, to male the streteh attractive 1o grcens,

e reserve esdditicnally can serve as the site for a Resaarch
Station where studics on aspects of sea turtle biology such as
treeding cyeles, popalatlon dvnamics, nesting frequency ete, - so

urgently needed - could be conducted.

anika today is restricted to undisturbed,

-

IMost of the nesting in Sr
often thinly populated an
such beaches are few and
to select sites for sancs

investigated during the hre ;
1

asount of nestirz and egz yAilds.

activities for a few kilometres into the

i

d prcdominantly unlighted beaches. Since

far tePweon 1t sould not be very difficult

Chozen argas should be theroughly
erml

ason to the speules inveolved

Once declared

and tc estimate

a sanctuaryr all fishing
serve should be banned.
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of tremendous educative value as they

Sea turtles reserves can oe
awareness in the local people.

are btound to crea*e an increasec
School and college students could be taken to such areas to observe

nesting turtles and perhaps even recruited to help manage or patrol
+1¢ pegserves, Idmited numbers of tourists can be taken out on
organised turtle watching trips for a-fee which could be utilised

o manage the reserve.

2, Intensification of hatchery work: ' ' )
Currently all the hatcheries in the island are aanﬁawand in the

T ey
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gouth~west and Southern coasts and nesting populations elsct
in the island receive no respite from the continual exploitaticu.

and vherovel

We reccomend mcre hatcheries distributed around the island T

e
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sizeacls nesting vpopulations occur and specifically wherce estab-
lishing reserves is not feasible, Apart from the main function

of attempting to replenish diminishing ropulations hatcheries play
an important role in creating an awareness in the local people.

By purchasing eggs from traditional collectors hatcheries cnn
provide gainful employment to local people and gain their support.
By acting as a watch dog over adjacent erecas hatcheries can also
effectively put =~ stop to z:aching.

Ve are well aware of the lack of funds and personnel for setting

nd and feel that a simple, yet

0 znlist the help of beach hotels.

Since hotels utilise so much turtle nesting habitat it is only
vha®t Tthoy contribute towards turtle conservation., ILarge

up hatcheries around the izl

ck ﬂ)

practicel solution would be

there are so many - can easily afford to

szt aside 2 small pari of their lana and set up a hatchery. Monoy

Sezch hotels - of which

£or the purchase of eggs would come easily from the hundreds of
urists who would und.ubtedly find tbhs hatchery an interesting
otels have the money &nd men power; what they need
Volunteers well versed in hatchery
h course by Wildlife Department
2n render invaluable service by
stages of setting up and managing the
illustratsd booklet giving details

r >onservaticn and hatchery
+-ibuisd (many large business
r bear the cost of printing such

; Tu~ther, the hotels should be urged to

H
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iuel in charge of the hatchery, preferably

is notivation and knowhow,
(thzr could be given a cras
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It is worthy to note that suc—

csss in nost conservation ts often depends upon the dedication

oF 2 few individuals,
tas already been set by the Bentota Beach Hotel

s been successfully operating a hatchery for the past -
the initial expense in setting up the

subsequent costs incurred in the

F.J

sevceral vears, Apart from
hetchery structure and the
urchase of eggs, there is little other expense involved in

running a turtle hatchery. Ve talked to several hotel managers

during our travels and found them all enthusiastic and willing

to help, e arc confident that with sutficient motivation thc






