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TUhTLT SURV“”‘“T.)OUTHTQE’%ﬁIL;IKM

During late July qna in August we were on a visit to th.
island of Sriliankit; .

: Px ev1ously Rom and Zai Whitalkexr vicited here on = mu.'"‘ﬁV
survey \Whltahez and Whitaker 1977) and later S, Dattatri
conducted a cea turtle curvey along the island‘s coastline
(Dattatri, 1982).

In the precen herx pet0+ogicuL survey wc accompanied

Mr. Childers Jayawarden?, assistant director of Wildlife
in charge and Tala Nationul Park, which is on the.south
eastern corner of the island. The area surveyed was in

Yalae Block I, where we covered some 13 plus km of be vch
to count the numbexr of predated seéa turtle nests in the past
one month between late June and early August.

Name of beach at ,Length of béacﬂmxw'* No. of prouated
Yala Block I ; : nests
, T % S
1. Mohasceelava _ p 2 km _ 17 19
2. Debragasvala - g 10
3. Buttawa S he o km 4 -~
4., Pattanangala 3 km - 15 3
5. Gonalabba’ 2Yo km L B
6. Uraniya 3 km 11 B
13 plus km 65 45
-x-

'E' is for nests with large eggs of Degmochelzg coriac g
and !'S!' is for snaller eggs of Chelonla mxdas.

approzimnte dicmeter of, the lerne eges ( L') (shellu fllled

with wmnqj measured 1) 51 mm X 43 mm 2) 52 mm X 45 mm

( ) 45 nm and the umulle“ egxo measured (1) 40 mm and

(2) 34 wn in diameter, ; :

2ccrding to Mr. Jayawardenc, lea+herbacko (Dermoﬁhelx corlacea)
Greens (Chelonic mydas) and nossibly hawkbills =

@;e"moghelvs imbricata) nest during this period (May/August)
Ridleyc nest at Yala in Novomber-February months, according

to !r, Jzyawardene there was a case of a loggerhead

(Qnggudg carettp) nesting at Yala in Decembcx of 1982,

Wild boar (Sus ¢ ofu)and to a lesser exten+t (Canis. aurenu)
“re *he moain predators of sca turtle nests. Tracks showed
that g siangle boar walkipg the beach in the early mornings
=OTLes nearly all the turtle nests laid on the previous
=igLt. Common monitor (¥ Voxranus be pga;egsgg) tracks were

Secn on vhe beach on two occepsions though not necar the
Lexting areo.




'llgh’tu ‘are’ kept on 'b:lroughou the nlgh't which ‘r'\o doubt

Barlier, on the 19bh July on - a- walk along the beach
Kosgoda somc. 68 kms seuth of" Colomboy,, ‘Baw a fveén-turtle.
ascend blG bvuc“_tw1co only to return., thou+ nesting. The
Kosgoda ‘beach is about 1/2 km: Zong oanhas been narked £0r~
‘use by the equnﬁlng~-ourls* hotel 1nduotry.‘ Many privete
guest houscs and motels lMccdy dot. theicoast. Innumercble

Ut

lreadw 1ntor¢erc w1th turtle br C“dlng.f Later : tho # | oh+

“of 24+th July we ‘found track of & Lea atherback (Dcrmocuelxs 22£¢ac

wrich must have nested a 1ittle bnfore we arrived theéxre. '

Tortoisés and Ffreos

O
6]

np
ok
(6}

B
[P
H
o
)
U2
{

C Tl e a L b ke R LT

A >Sfarjt0fu0100” (ueocgblon elogans).wrc very common ot
Yala Park, which aoemu dn ideal ploce for the study of theue

reptilces,: Ihr e maturc +tortoises (1 2) and e 3uven17e'w0ro
-“S»;Jdu 1ng o five day stay therecsy . They werc caellected on the

way side whilc touring +he paxrk da aily by vthcle. Oncc'u
moture male . glegons shell was. found.

The hﬁmps on the different scutes of the shell roﬂma¢lv
cnmrzqteristic of Srifidukan and.Remcswaram (Smlth, 1031)
Goochelone elesons wae not very evident in the Yaola specimens
In. specimzns from- Yilpattu park: on-the northwestern corner

" oF. the . .island, nﬁOCWmehu at thce. Colombo Zoo and from o :
collection of T9 shells 01zea by the wildlife" guthorities

at o shop in Colonmbo (sald +o have been collecected at negonbo
20 lkms  couth oL~ Colomoo_fe shells with humps. on them seen.

Both meles and ;ema] seem to hnvu numpod shell bu@ it dies
more prou 1ren‘;)ﬁ.ﬂale e ' '

s

associated
“with o the 160Livtﬂstupas;g On the westexn coast between
negombo and lMatare wheri the tortoises can be obtoined, in
sackfuls they*ﬂ“o'ca~¢co“vﬁuﬂhays(pundarus) W -] eyt i s o
shich is: llteramlj ‘tortolue' or 'turtle', alco wmoans .
--padlcck R o S S ; whiiam P e By &

rally believed thot the star tortoise is | o
e This mizhat bé-one oL’ the reacons why
common. in Hrﬁhh ka, Hdowdévér, the. tourist

[
akes-a largs toll because the thells are sgold as

nl”hlV:1
they are
trade ta

~curios. in Colonbo. '”OCA“tly the wildlife uth011b1’“ seizcd

a collcecetion of 19 she¥le of various sizes from 43 mrm to

195 tn corapoce. lengthe 4 T8 nw shell was valucd o+t 15
‘SrluanL an- runoeu and o -155-mm onec aﬁuSL Rs- 40 5 PR

'Hcla§00helrs-i£;j-pa *bermullo, tbe brl Lmnk vordJ?

apin. is rehortly < comnon over most ol tbe island. Ong =
ie wag Pound® on tlhe ses coest at Losgoaa. Melonochelyg

‘Por;, the othex subspecies reported from -

them from ths north west and north centre vl prov1nce

AH6) b

Star tortois esfaresdocally called a8 ‘r'chara' or 'mevarse:
“dLbba! referrlng'to the high domced shell which is: 6

?fi_gnLu wWas not seen in the. wild. Deranivigala (1 30) rooordsm
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We were told that +the moat around Kandy Palace houced
targe numbers of these. turtles  even as late,qs.thg 1960s.
Melanochelys- and the Fflapsshell turtle Lissemys Runctata
flesh are thought to be good for strength. Eating the
flesh is said to make -ones muscles so hard thath Yo

hypodermic needle will bernd when injected, - i i i
In the north central rrovince the stor tortoises ~i -
said to have become such pests in the beans and pea Ficldc

that they are routinely collected in +theo mornings in
organised hunts and buried underground to kill +them.

Sheker.Dattatri.
J. Vijaya ¥
with -

Dharmin Samarajivas

¥ -
Py 2
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