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Sea turtles in Sri Lanka

have been following sea turtle developments in Sri Lan

with 1ntere<t over the past few years. During May I was

ﬂbl to spend two weecks looking at nesting beaches in the south,
between Colombo and Hambantota. Dharmin Samarajiva and myself

covered some 210 ks travelling by motor cycle and bus, stopping

atidkgoedlabeachest'to Halk 'teo local fishermen and others.

In my book "good" meant a wide stretch with smooth slopes

irrespective 'off thehuman elecments
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The .overall situation iIs not too.cheering. - ilthoughithel five
species that use these

loggerheads and leather
frequent police-arrests
plunder the cggse. Sca

reduce nesting areas ye
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ks- are protected, and therec are
LAd fines, local DOOplL continue to
sion and hcevy tourism development
"1ly. HNesting turtles are caught and
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Lt Matara although tho heach is cminently suiteble for nesting,
local pecople reported that numbers of females coming ashore
have dropped drasticelly in the last few years. Veteran
fishermen attributed this decline to the extensive use of ray
and squid nets. Highway lights bordcring the open beach also
seem to discourage rfemales from coming ashore. Near Bentota
for instance on several occasions we SsawWw greens coming out of
the seay a%ceﬁo~the shore for a few feet and then turn back
without laying, apparently becausec of the bright lights.
At Matazra we also found a freshly stripped ridley shell and
the fore and hind flippers of a hawksbill; one fisherman
rpported thct as many as 16 turtles- mostly greens~- were caught
insasdngle lorgt nete

Sca turtle meat- from mll flvo species~ sells at about Rs. 5
“r pound (20 8L Rupees= $US) and the main centres on the
southern coast seem to bv Alutgama, Dodanduwa, Boosa, Ratugama,
Gelle, Mirissa, Matara and Tangalla. The price of eggs varies
from between 25 and 50 ccnts for those of greens, ridleys,
loggerheads and hawksbillss lcatherback eggs fetch a rupee
and morec. Hawlsbill laminae is cxtracted in some places
by oiling the carapace and warming the animal .over a fire.
Lfter removal the turtle Ts. re £ort :dly relcased into the sea.

Touridsn: is prOYing an important industry in Sri Lanka and a
govermmant-appointed Committee has recently compiled a list

of placcs on the coastal belt where further tourism development
is permissible. Llthough 1t is gratifying that duc consideration
has been given to preserving merine, mangrove and other eco-
systems, no importance is given to protecting turtle nesting
crounds. Included in the list of doocmed becaches are many

that are important ncsting grounds of the 5 species.

One such area is the approximctely 5 km stretch between Indurawa
and fhungalla where all fiv species arc known to nest in

large numbers. wWe spen few nights here and saw 12 grcens
during onec night. Othuf“ reportﬂd seeing 18 females of four
species including the lcetherback in a single night. And

threc years ago, 500 turtles came ashore in onc night.
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beaches= rgreens,; olive rﬂoleys, hawksbills,
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It is hoped that conservationists in Sri Lanka will make g
determined protest against this beach being converted into
a tourist resource because that would be the cnd of the ]
nesting activity. The Wwildlife and Nature Protection SOCiety
of Sri Lanka has a’ hatchery at Kosgoda, between Induraws,

cand Ahungalla. This year some 12,000 eggs were collected,
These efforts will be in vain however if further developmeng
is permitted; already considerable land has becn Carmarked for
reésorts and_hotels. Fences around these plots hinder turtieg
from coming ashore as weé saw on scveral occasions.,

Shekar Dattatri
Madras Snake Park
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