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INTROOUCTION

‘he Republic of Bangladesh (20° 34' to 26° 3}' and 88° 45' to 92° 40'C) lies
indlocksd by Indias and Burma In the ‘wuest, nopth and east, The coastlinae of "this
ittle country (totel land area 142,771 sq kqb is soms 750 km, extending from

e Sundsrbans in tha vest %o Tsknar in the éxtreme soujhesst, A variety of
cological conditions prevail nﬁpr the coast,. The Sunderbans forest of Bangladesh
1d India i{s the largaat ‘patch oF mangrove Yureat on earth, A similar, though
~ich smeller forsst, Chakaris, e&ist in thB‘Chittagong district, Most of the-sda
raches in the scuth-central andreouthuaat'are backed by plantations of Cosuarina

> agriculturel lands, and. ars thub utiliand by humans in some manner, At the
<trema southaaat, {n Cox's Bazdr dist{Ict a forest-clad hill range rises s behind

= rteach, praaentinq dramatic jvistas, 8 only coral iuland of Bangladash < N
~tinsg, is situatad B km from /hthuri; duio and i{s densely ocopulated.

‘he uresalt report daacribos the results of tuo visits to the qepublic of Bangla-
5h in Décember 1980 and January - February 1989, Fleld work vas conducted in
2 soﬁthaastern districts of Chiéttagong and Cox's Bazaf, to evaluate coastal
i2itats and 8ssess the sea turtle resource and their exploitation, The nroject

'3 funded by the Sea Turtla Rescue Fund, a progran of the Center for Marine
:nsa;vation, Uashington Daillis o MaSiliy

HETHDDDLUGY

“ield vork on ses turtles and coastal habitats in southesstern 3angladesh, from
wittagong to Teknaf was conducted in the vinter of 1998-1989. Physical and biol-

"ical characteristics of ses beaches uere evaluatad, human utiliuation of beaches
~~ adjacant coastal arees wero observed and their passible impact on sea turtle
'sting inferred, Local peopls were interviewsd tc obtaln biological and socio=-
:onomic data. An English translation of the proforma used in conducting these
wtervievs have been appsndad uith the report.
?anh width and extent of vegetation uere determined by pacing, Transect walks
 the Cox's Bazar besach wers conductad to detarmine levels of onllution. Habitat

/088 Were documentsd by photcgraphs,

The follouing beaches were visited during the survaey : Potenga (Chittaqong distr-
zt), Cox's Bazar, upto Kataoohar (Cox's Sazar district) and Teknaf (Cox's Bazar
istract).
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THE SEA TURTLE RESOURCE

The lata Dr.S L.Hora, ona time Oiractor of the Zoolﬁgical Survey of India,

raported sseing large numbers of ‘chalonians on the Khulna section of the Easterm

Bangal %ailuays, destined for Calcuttas (Achorji 1950), but it is unknoun vhat

kind of turtles these uvers. Subsequantly, especielly since the sarly 1980's,

there has been & growing interest in the turtles of Bangladesh, among both local

and foreign bioclogists, and numerous reports have appeared. Ahmad (1958) and

1979) published revicus and liste of mainly the freshuater chelonians

Husain (
Shafi and Quddus

of the country, with no specific information on sea turtles,
{1978}, in their account of the chelonians of Bangladesh listed 2 marine snecies

the leatherback (Dermochelys gcorigcea) and haukabgil turtle (Eretmochelys !miyicet
tabricata), Sarkar's (1982) note mentioned that the green (Chelonia mydas),
rsides the leatherback turtls nest oﬁ the scuthern shores of Bangladesh, Both
accounte thus exclude the spscies thought to be!ﬁhe commonest In the Bay of Bengal
the olive ridley (Lapidochlys olivacea), which makes their idontification ques-

tionabls,

Khan's (1982b) checklist of the wildli{fe of Bangladash listed 5 saa turtle specie
- besides the 4 aforsmentionud species, he included the loggerhead turtle {Caretts

nrett.} hccurding to this uork, axcapt. Yor the green turtle, uvhich is said to

bo comamon and dlstributad from the Sunderbans to St Martine, all other sea turtle
species ara -uncommon = information pub11§éed elsevhere by Khan (1982a) but is
habits and distribution of sea turtles

of the reptiles of Bangladesh by Sarkar
in the country, uvhil:

contrary to what {3 known of ths naatingé

i{n the Bay of Bangal ragipn. & checklis, _
and Sarkar (1985) indicates that the green is 'F?irly common''
Further, the suthors go on to clair that all

.he othnr marine species sre 'feu’,
Bhuifyan et al., (1985) reported

® 5 sca turtlessof Bangladash inhabit ‘estuaries.

the occurrance of the loggerhead in the'éama region,

?elying on these published vorks, rauiabs by outsidrrs (Kar and Bhaskar 1581,
iroombridge and Urinht11QQ2) Fugler 1v84)nnd Groombridge and Luxmoore 1987) could
srovide no populaticn or diatribution da{a.
creen, haukuélll, olive ridley and loggerhead visit
Baﬁqladgsh ﬁ#ndﬂrbans, at logalities such es KatRa,
7utney, pres&mably indicating that they nest at these

the same authbrity reported nesti-z by the green antd
! A

khan (1985) urote that tha
Lee southern islands of the
Supatl, Nilksmal, Oubla and
lccalities, At ST.FMartins,
i T
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nlive ridley betusen October and Fabruary (Khan 1985), More information on
sea turtles o® this coral {sland can be round in Rashid (19A6), who specifically-

reported 3.speoies-to nest - the gresn (botuesn September and October), olive
ridley fOecauqar and Februsary)aand hawksbill (mid-December and January). The
same suthor commented that of the 3 specises, only the olive ridley i{s common
here, Observations on the hroeding biology eof bha ridley at St.Martins have
bae? made by Ahmed et al (1986).

During the present survey, I have seen only tha olive ridley at the mussums
"of the Dhake Univarsiiy s Zoology Department (a hatchling, labelled 'Oarmochelys
corpigceasg’ ) and at the Cox s Bazar Marine qssearch Station {an adult), Moreover,
the ‘entire western and part of the rest of the coast]ina ie backed by mangroves,
>resenting ecological conditions preferred by nasting "olive ridleys. Thus, it

¥ rPaaonablp to assume. that the olive ridley Ls the commonest and'most widropros
of the marine turtles seasonally occurring in the waters of, snd nasting on the
shores of Bangladssh, Frazier (1581) suspectod large numbers of these turtles

to sccur in the country, Unhitaker (1982) mentioned an island 10 km off the south
west of the Banglsdesh Sunderbans, vhere there is nasting by large ‘numbers of
ses" turtles, which he suspectecd to be olive ridleya. Thse same authority mentionc
ohtaininq sea turtle bones, tantatively identified as those of » ridlay, from

the beach at Cox's Bazaf ’Uhitakgr 1981).,

"HUMANS AND TURTLES

the most dananly sopulated country in the vorld, Basngladesh has a human
Islam, the state religion of the country,

“erhars
- 2opulation eoproaching 127 mollion,
.Jhich {s Polloved by some S7 % of its human {nhabitents, forbids the eating of

.phiblous vertebrates, such ss turtles, considering them ‘haram' (unclean).
Thue, consumption of turtles and turtle engs Is largely restricted to the ethnic

nénorities - Hindus, Christians and numerous tribas,

Uhile the meat of sca turtles has no export value, freshwater turtles of severa.

snecies are heavily .exnloitsd and large numbers are exported {Anon 1387, Fugler,

1984) for food and medicine.

In Bengla, chelonians are variously knoun 38 'xochchop 'katho! or 'kaitta'

"iaseim! ($oftshells), In the Chittasnéng raqion,
rafafrcd to as 'jal (auater) kashi', Sea turtles

tgmudrik (asra) kaltta' and also 'falkya' or 'faki

'hardshells), 'kachiﬁ’ or
aquatic turtles may also be

in the sswma 8rca are called

3



(swing) kochchop'

Khan(1987) cslled the olive ridley, 'jolpaironger kachim',
a literal translation from the English, .

Human - turtle intsractlona in these rengions are not aluays negative from the

vieuwpoint of conssrvation, Se»=-farers, for example, consider harming turtles to
bring bad luck, uhich seamingly parallels the waestern belief concerning the

‘albatross, Besides setting offshore nets, Fisherman often nray for their nots
to'be out of the uay of the sea'turtlés, since entengled turtles damage Fishing

==mear which lets -cut the tarqet species - "fésh and shrimps and are ususlly Tot

e

ﬂarkatablﬂ.
The caraspace of turtles, cslled 'dhal'(=shield) in Bangla, are hung over entra-
. nces to human hebitations and cousheds in Hindu villagea, This, acco(ding to
Ahe prevailing belief, vards off thieves, the turtle ‘being considered inauspi-
~lous, and also to transhlt the nrolific natufe of turtles to the cous, Housver,
because of the 1afqa si;e} see turtle corapaces have not been observed being thue

used, rather they use shells of freshwater turtles,

L i
-An analysis of trade data indicates that the export of turtles from Bannladesh

18 qroving, TItems exported include live turtles, meat, 'Pin' and eogs (Anon.1987
Fuqler 1384). 'Oliver (1979) urote that the orospects of exporting pre-cooked
1eat and carnad soups From the ccuntry look good, Many basic “iologicel guestion
about the species concernsd need to he enswvercd before programmes of harvesting
at such high levels could be attempted,

"EXPLOITATION OF SEA TURTLES

~“hile cea turtle meat and cogs are cenerally not consumad by FMuslims, a signifi-
.ant demsnd for these commodities exist from the ethnic mincritios, qua are
rendrtedly collected by humens from sll beaches uhere nosting occur, for direct
consumstion or sale. In the Cox's Cazer nren, sez turtle egns are sold Lkoth at
the main market and at Ramu, about' 15 km narth, fccordiag to Huda (1978) pilfe=
ring of turtle eags is a 'profitable industry' on Sonadia island, and Choudhury
{1968) reported ths collection of sea turtle eqggs 'in hundreds’ from an unnamed

'island off the Sunderbans. fur subsequent snle §a markots. Khan (1985) veake
that en St,Martins island,"all eggs from all the nests every ninht of the laying

season' are removed by humans, On this island, locals exchanqge turtle ‘meat and
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eggo uitr psople from Burme for rice (G S.M.Agmet, pers,comm,),

Eggs are. located by beagh-combers by follosing the trecks of nasting turtles
-and probing with a stick, Evidently, egg predation by man is a very serious
threst, though no quantitative fiqure exists., Accotding to Sorkar (1902).

A"thousands of aqga"ara annually collected from.cosstal Bangladesh,

‘8dults. and aqga, presumably of tha olive ricley, wvere once imported frem the
Indian state of rplssa (Freziur 1981). Though this trade has been stopped,
~ killing cr:edult sea turtles frecm many localities within Bangladesh has been
reported, At Cox's Bazar, nosting turtles are sometimes captured end carried
auay by the locals, presumably for food, Rashid (1986) mentioned the killing
cf sea turtles for meat, fot and carspace at St.Martins,

~No evidenca of tradse in' s a turtle leather in Bsngladesh could be found, and
.here are no traditlonal;induﬁtrias for tortonise-shell itoms, Housever, export
of rau tortolise-shell has been documented : the export of this comwmodity was

4,960 kg in 1977 and 4,150 kg in 1978 (Mack et al,1981), The customs statistics
or Hongkong and aingaparo shoued imports of tortoise-ahell from Dongladssh,

{Fyhichﬂ;according_to Groomhridge and lLuxmoors (1987) are- -1ikely to-be from—Fresh-
uster turtles, Interviews uith turtle exporters based at Ohaks during the. syrve
confirmad this,

'Turtle mest, eggs and Pin' are items of export from Bengladesh, and these are
also" dcrived FProm nonqmarine species. Batueen 3uly - December, 1985, the countr:
earnad forelign exchange the oquivalent of Taka 148, 000 (approximataely U.5.5 4,62
through this export (Anon.1987).

,ﬁ;sshustar turtle catchaa peak during the winter (Uctnber to March}, and accordi:
s one estimate, appruxinatcly 170 metric tons ppr day may be harvested, of whict
3 tons a2re exportsd, the taﬂt locally consumed (01fver 1979),

2 curio-shop at Neu Clephant Road, cne of the main business districts of the

.:6Uﬁtry's capital, displaysed a stuffed juvenile (qarapaca langth about 35 cm)
Jreen turtle. Reportedly fProm south-east Asia, it vas baing sold at Taka 7,000
{a>proximately U.S.S 230),
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EVALUATION OF CDASTAL HABITATS

-

Investigstiona on besches: of southeastern Bangladesh uere conducted to

evsluate thelir suitability as nesting grounds for sea turtles., DOata on 5t.
Martins island, which could not ' be viasited have been compiled from published

works or unpublishgd information, received as personal communication, Cbser-
vations on human use of adjacent areas supplemented the analysis of ccastal
habitzts,

1, Cox's Bazar
The sea beach cdjacent to which the resort of Cox's Bazar is situsted is cons-
{dered to be one of the longest beaches in the world (Hude 1978), extending
~from Mgheskhalli (or Meiskhal) channel unto the tip of the Teknaf peninsula,
totalling somas 132 km, The follouving section 1s based en investigations on

the main beach of Cox's Razar, uoto Bhangamura, addistance.of 6 km from the
main approach to the beach, betueen 24-25 Jznuary, 1989,

feach uidth (high tide-ﬁafk to beach vegatation patch) varisd from 18,4 to
44,6 metres (X=30.8 motres)., The dominant flora on the dunes was the jround
alory (Jnomoea nos-capras)., A casuarina nlontation, 101 metres (n width,
starts just bshind the dunes,aand is, in turn,,backad by a village, The plan=

tation, presumably created ass a wind-break, {8 a ccmmon- faature on many beachas
A mill range rises behind the beach, clad in semi-evergreer
2

of the subcontinent,
Cn a climt to thess hills, nowv a part of Cox's Razar National Park,

rurest.
Near Bhangamura, vild eleohant

barking deer (Huntiggﬂ_ miynt isk) uere seen,
(Elsphus ‘waximys) trescts usre aightad on the beach,

e

ﬂccotding to the locals, the. heavy human use cf the beach and nearby waters

“Has tesulted in fewer sesa turtle nestinos in recent years. #n important resort,

Cox's Sezar draus thousands of tourists every day, This hes led to 8 number of

develonmants that disturb the dener;l tranquility of the area - the opaning of

numarcus hotels close to.the beach and the incrsased use of hz2ach by tourist

A gcore or 8o sea-shall shops catoer to tourists on

hoth on foot anc or jeeps.
cnadia and elseuwhers.

displaying scecimens. "ollqcted fFrom St.Martins,

the besch,
imp trauling on coastal uaters {s also thought to disturb turtles

4ntenaivs'ahr
as elsslwhere .

apnoathing the coast to mate end nest,

e
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A study to quantify fhe artificial debris on the saa beach uas made, Two

transscts, each 460 matres in length and 0.5 matre wide were run parallel to
‘the shore=line, one on the high tide mark (Transoct I), the other above it
(Transect 8. n11 man-mode objects touching the transects uere recorded,

Findings have been sunmgrlsed in Tables I and 11,

In both treansects, paper was the most commonly fodtid item. (55.4% and 56. 9%).
However, plastic objects, which ranked second (26,7% and 18.97%), by virtus of =
being non-biocdegradable, is a greater cause for concern. Included in this |
cateqoty are various synthatlc substances, such as nylon ropes and nets that
are detached from fishing gear or discarded. Above the high tide mark, therm=-
acoal compriscd 4,3% of the'artificlal objecta, This is used 1In packing the
contreband good that are smuggled in from Durma and elsouhure (Nasiruddin Sada

pers, comm.,. “ollution by such items as paper, plastic, cigarette butts, and
metal Poils can be largely attributed to touriem,

2. Teknaf @

The southern-most tip Fof the Bangladesh meinland, Teknaf] still retains e

:'relstlvely 1ittle-disturbed coast line., The besch, visited on 27 January, 1989

is smcoth in profile, 21.5 - 59,3 matres (x=35 metres) in width, backed by smal.

cunes clad uith tha ground glory (Ivomopa pes-caprae) as usll as 2 unidentifisd
the extent of which very from 11.5 = 21.6 maetras (x=16.9 metres)
Several kilomet:

grass soecles,
Land behind the beach is uvtilised in the cultivation of paddy.

north from the approach poi-t, hill range that sturts from near the township of
‘Cox's Bazar. endse |

Tourism is being prOﬁoted at Teknaf, though the beach is 'still on the whole

Fishing and shrimp-trauling activities

little-disturbed and sea-shell strewn.
and

are evident, and the bench is also used as road for the transport of goods

a route for domestic buffaloeq that are used in cultivetion,

Nastinc by sea turtles during the uvintsr months nt Teknaf was reported hy the

locals. Lqgs are collaected for consumption both by the Hindus and ths furmeso,

and natural precation by jackals, civet cats and £
st the museum of the Cox's Bazsr Marine Biology Laboratory,
Measure-

gral doecs is knowun. An olive

rldley ues found
collected from §his beach in 1985 by Mir,Nasiruddin Sads (oars.camm.)

mants cf the spocimen Include @ curved carapace length 72 cm and curved carapact

vidth 69 cm,

i e




ature of debris

Paper

Flastic
Cigaretts butts
: Yetal folls:
-.n-Iharwacoal

n

) tfurl of debris
Pag-r
“lastic
Cigarette butts
"atal folils

Thermacocal =

TRANSECT 1 (YIGH TIDE ™ARK)

Number of items

B
42

20

TABLL 1

TRANSECT II (ADBCVE HIGH TIDE MARK)

Number of items

66
22
16

TABLE 11

b e

% of total

55,4
2647
12,7
3.2
2,0

100,0

% of total

56,9

18497

13.8
6.03
4,3

ing,0
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There are Peswer tourist jeeps at the Teknalf bsach compared to Cox's Bazar, At

Jnhajpurar baach, about 40 km south of Inani, a jesp ran ovsr a nesting sea tur!
killing it, on the night of 14 January, 1989 (Mr,Abdul Haye, pers.comm,), ﬂ 

smaller hardshelled turtle reportedly lives in creeks near the sea mouth in'thiz
ares, vhich, from deascriptions provided, seem to be the riva? terrapin (Bgﬁagur

bgakg), a_apecias hitherto recorded Prom the Sunderbans, in the country, and
listed as 'endsngered' in the IUCN Red Data Book (Groombridge and Wright 1982).

3, Potenga ¢ . 7
Thn ssa besach neatest to the city of Chittagong, Potenga, wvas visited on 28
January, 1989, The aoutharn section lies within the jurisdiction of the Bangla-

_desh Naval Rcacemy and {s thus presumably unsuitable for nesting by sea turtles.

R stsep, concrete embankmant, ﬁrotactsd from erosion on the ses=-face by loose
bouldsrs and'apnfcachable by a motorable road, runs for s fou hundred metres,

. and is an impcrtant tourist spot, Further north, a short strip of 'beach, less
than s Quartar kilomsﬁrea in extent, ls expoaed, which measure 5,06 = 6,9 metres
(XxmS,9 metrss) in width above the high tide mark. No dunes were observed in this
stretch, and the reclaimed land at the back is used mainly for cultivating water

Signs of an sarliur, broken embankment vere found here and tides are

—

s, North

Cowan

melons,
onelly reported to inundate both the Tagricultural fields ond villages,

32988
of this short, open beach, the sea side 18 put under coconut plantaetion,

(1928) provided an sccount of the flors of the Chakasria region, south of Chittage
ong and the beach flora of Potenga, s Peu decades ago, when it wes less dieturbed,

.uas probably similar,. _ _ _
' Howaver, dead

f*c&ordinq to the locals, no sea turtles come to nest at Potenga.
turtles are occaslionally washed ashdre, mainly drowned in trawling nets.

~

St.Martin's Island

Jumb-bell shaped, St.Martints,

11964 gnd 20°59'N and 92 18' and 92 211L,
s;ula by a channel approximataly B8 km uide, The area of the island is about 2 3

‘a‘ and consists of rocky platforms and coral formations extending into the ses.

uman habitations (1982 t pocpulation about 3, gop) sre found in the northern part
is the dominant plant on the shors,

f the island.. Ipomase g s-capras besides -
x niqunda and Pandanus odoratissimus.

.

the only coral island of Bangladesh lies betuwsen
and is separeted from the Teknaf penin

nich are Vite



——=_CDVMerIS all prottcted or

A gqsd aéndy bsach_has developad on the hainlfsland, covering the uvave-cut
bengig#?. bed rock, which is uider along the east and north coasts., The west
coast is exposed to the sea and the beach is thus considerably narrower and
stoeper, with calcareous and conglomerate boulders streun in high concentra-

tions. In Dakshinpara, {n the central,part of St.Martin's, {s a E'EQtfé'cliff

that runs for about 160 matres along the coast,
Lizostons makes the foundation of the soil at St.Martin's and along with con-
Attempts to

-glomerate, are the principal economic resources of the fsland,
An unli-

renove them on a large scale would thus be dissstrous for the island.
afteo collection of corsls and other marine organisms from the island has beaen
reported by Khan (1985), the effects of which is unknoun, :

Khan (1985) recorded shells of the loggerhsad, hawksblill and leatherback st
St Martin's and observed tha olive ridley to nest, No estimates of nesting
populations of the ridley exist, Ahmed et al. {1986) observed 5 betueen 3 = 5

January, 12783, 7 betwsen 16 - 18 Januery, 1984 and 11 betwesn 7 -_9'Janhary, 1985

Data on St.Martin's, an important ses turtle nesting gqround in Eangfsdaéh,,uhich

could not be visited becsuse of logistical nroblems, have been compiled from

Xhen (1582, 1985), Hoque ot al,(1999) and Ahmed et al. (1986) .

CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT

of turtle rescurces of Bangladesh is left ts the Ministry of

Fishories and Livestock, uhich {s concerned uith their commercial exploitation,
s practise not based on rational management policles. The Bangladesh Uildlifg
(Bressrvatiun) (Amendment) Act, 1974, lists 3 emydid species = Ggogclemys -

; hamiltonid, Porenia gccellats (a species not found in the country)-and
Mglanochalys ;;iga;;nagg) and 3 trionychid species - T#bonyx nigrlcans, l.
ggngeticus and l.hugum.in its Third Schedule, implying these ahould.recalua
the-highest protacfion snd may not be hunted or captured, Part I of the First
Schedule lists 1 emydid.= Kachugs tecta, 1 trionychid - Lissemys pyunctats and
1 testudinid - Indotestudo slongats, vhich are open to exploitation by individ-
ame hunting permit, The §econd Schedule, which e
y mention any turtle

spocles doss not specificall .
untry's wildlife law give

The managsment

uals possessing an ordinary g
Iq’amei
specigs, Thus, none of the 3 Schedules of the co

protection to sea turtles or to their eggse.

e
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4 conservation plan for the sea turtles of Bangladesh,
Prelininary_inucatigationa snd a reviev of. literature
t that medium to lov intensity nesting by the

st and arribacas take

data, 1is urgently needede
cited in eerlier sections sugges
olive ridley occur glmost throughout tha south=sastern coa
plece in somae of the_ofrahbra {slands in the Sunderbans, Egq collection '{n

s ted by Choudhury (1968), I coneider the
olive ridley to be threatened in Bangladesh and recommend its inclusion in
Sechedule III.of the Bangladesh Wildlife (Prsservation) Act, Strict protection
mgasures for ses turtle nesting beaches, preventing collection of egas gnd kill-
ing of adult ses turtles are varranted and can be provided under the'p}cuisions.

of the Act. =28 - .
Reshid (1986) recommended the sotting up of a8 sanctuary at St.Martin's, by
rastricting human use of several beaches and evacuating island~rs to the mainlant
In many of these sress, locsls cen be gainfully gmployed as eganctuary / marine
uards, utilising their experisnce and expertise in menaging and protecting

thousends' by hurans have begn repor

nark g
these coastal resources.’
garch and conservatlion programmes, is

for effective long-term res
y Departments of

h feculties of the Zoolog

the Forest Department,
vetion organisetions.

Also required
ocoperation betueen the researc
and Dhaka,

11 as various conseT
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APPENDIX II -

- QUESTIONNAIRE -

Hou many kinds of turtles occur in your area of operation ? . -' e
Neme/ {dentification/ vhere seen/ status/ remarks
Hou often are sea turtlaa seen / caught ? Mention places uhara they .occur, E
Uhst do you know about their breeding habits ? f
Location/ bsach type/ position/ cluteh size/ nesting behaviour

Uhen doss nesting occur 7 Hantion the peask nesting period, ._

It no nesating occurs in your area, do you have any knowledge or. auspicinn

of uhere the sea turtles go to nest ? ' g
Pention of areas of concentration, other than nesting beachns, if you knou

any. . - . ' : &

Are there any prejudicss aqainat killing and aét?%g of sea turtles or thelr
engs in your area 7 'Ouscribe tham in detail, -

Are there any treditional laus or customs which tend to give protactiun to

sea turtles or their nests ? Describe them in deteil.

Ars the people in your ares 1ntarested in fafmlnq sea turtles 7

Mention nemes of individuals and crganisstions involved in turtle trade,
Also, any other relevant infarmation about their business.

Do people {n your area collect sea turtle eggs from the beaches 7 How many

SR

2,

T

Je
&,

Se

6.
7.

8.

Te

8gqs are collected by them annually 7 Mantion areas from uwhere égga are
ccllected, '

Hou are turtles caught in your area ?

Nots/ harpoons/ casoturec of naating females/ any other tachnique (opecify)

If captured by nets, spocify the type of net used, tte shape, mesh size, etc,
Vhat is done uith the captured sea turtles.?

Food/ medicina/ other uses (specify)

Neze markets uhere thqy are sold,

Asczess rate of capture, Also indicate ssason..

Vhat are the sizes’/ wueights of the captured sea turtiau T
Smpllast’ biggest/ avsrage

Sive market values @

Mezt/ egg/ rat/ shell/ other parts (specify)

Are very young sea turtles ever caught ? If they are, mention thelir sizes,
methods of capture, purpose and fPate,

Vhat is the Praquency of capture in relation to size ?




-

¥*¥., Fer houv long have your people bein hunting sea turtles ?
22, ls the sea turtle population in your erea decreasing 7 If so, vhat arc the

Pactors responsible ?
2%, Do you have any speciflic recommendation of hou one might s~ve the sea turtle .
populatibn in your srea from becoming extinct ? '
24, Are there any myths/beliofs associated with ses turtles in your arce ?

Give an account . !

Y“ote : Translated from Baﬁgla. Spac& for answering deleted .
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