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Although marine turtles are protected under Schedule I of
e xgaiangWildlife.(protection},ﬁﬂt:§f139?2;.they continue to

& items of trade in the turtle markets of West Bengal. ~The
monest specles in the markets is the olive ridley(Lepidochelvs
1ivaced, though hawksbllls (Erefmoghelys imbricata) turn up
occasionally. R S

. Most of the turtles are caught off the coast of OTissa
2nd. ‘transported by trucks to Howrah with their flippers and

peet wired or stitched toge’ther. At Howrah the turtles are
id-to.-retailers for Rse o/~ (U.8, $5,00) each. The retailers
m:turn sell them to the consumers at Rs.6 to 8 per Kg. Unlike
rreshwater turtles, marine turtles arc mot sold in the Calcutta
markets, Instéad they are sent to the suburbs, nearby towns
id villages, including Canning in the Sunderbans, where they
&re sold: in the markets openty. Most of the customers for
‘marine turtle flesh belong to the lower ineéme group for
whom the meat is a source 'of cheap protein. S

Some _statisticss Before 1981, 6 to 7 truck loads of sea turtles

‘uged to arrive in Howrah every days each load containing between

425 and 150 turtles. The influx gencrally started in November

¢ and continued £i11l March with a peak from 1ate December to-early

© Marche Al a conservative estimate at least 80,000 sea turtles

~ (almost all .alive ridleys) came into Howrah alone each seasohns
The male/female sex ratic in a sample of 200 olive ‘ridleys in
Howrah was 7%3 ' : ' - L

. In the 1983-84+ peek season (perhaps dve to increased. |
- wvipilence on the part of the Orissa and W. Bengal Forest Deptss)
“only oné truck load of sea turties came into Howrah everydaye
Howover, the tide is far from having been stémmeds If -the
198485 figurcs arc anything to go by, poachers continue to
operate with {mpuni ty(& immunity$). e
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