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RIDIEY HATCHLINGS AT GAHIRMATHA
On the Brd and 4th of April, 1984, I was at Gzhirmatha
(Bhitar Kanika‘Sanctuary, Orissa), obecrving the hatchlings
of the olive xidley turtle (Lenidochelxs Q;ivacea) for the
World Wildlife FMund-India,

While approaching Gahirmatha beach, via Dangmal, a large
number of hatchlings were secen swimming upstream. In
fact at one point in the river, 10 EKm from the ses mouth,
the natchling flow rate was calculated at around 18,000
per hour, the concentration being at the middle of the
200m wide river.

Some areas at Gahirmatha beach seemed to be be covered by a
moving carpet of ridley hatchlings racing towards the seay
From one nest 80 hatchlings were observed +to emerge at dusk;
ther were 140 mm in average carapace length, Hatchlings are
positively phototrophic, like the adult females I saw on =
prévious visit, being attracted to the toreh beam shone

nea. tinem. A great many of them gathered in front of our
hut at night, drawn by the bright light issuing from the
retromax lomp,

ably the incredible number of hatchlings produced from
a nest have ensured the survival of the species, which does
not ceocm to be lacking either in number or variety of predators
both terrestrial and aquatic. At Gehirmatha, I saw several
hatchlings in the clutches of ghost crabs (Ocypode sp.),
ons bein. recoveraed from o hole with a neatly severed head.
Dogs were seen followving the tracks of the nesting adultis,
sniffing and digsing up the nest, and cating the exposed eggs.
Avian predators haowever were sceen to take the heaviect toll
Juliple crow (Corvus macrorhynchos) and threo cpecies oi sul -
blzckheaded (Larq; ridibundus), brown headod (é. brunnicenn
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and great blackheaded (L. ighibxactgg) were scen both eating
the hatchlings outright and acting as sccondary -"zedators,
feeding on the eg_ s cxcavated by the dogs. Terns, because
of the structure o their bills, ars usually unable o

make a meal of the hatchlings. Howover, one of the largew
species, the Casnian tern (EH@;QPTOE&G caspia)was seen
swooping down o tho rivex, to pick up hatchling ridleys.
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