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A PRELIMINARY SURVEY OF sga
~
szAtcHAvAnlAM Sea Coasr

Investigation about the geq turtle was
cartied out at the Lawson Bay, Waltair, one
of the most important fish landing centre in
Andhra Pradesh,

Though Lepidochelys olivgcen Eschscholtz,
commonly known as Olive Ridley, is the predo-
minant species of the waltair coast, There gre
instances of other three species of sea turtla
being caught in the sea of Visakhapatnam or
coming for nesting occasionally on the shoe,
These species are Chelonia  mydgs agassizis
Bolout, Bretmochelys impricata (Linn.) ang
Dermochelys coriaceq (Linn,)

The coastal sea bed between Lawson Bay
and Bimilipatnam is a very good pasture
groutid of Green Turtle, its bed being rocky
gea algae or the turtle Brass grow well, This
geq dlgae s favorite food of green turtle,
O_casa’ipn;ai[y Green turtle is caught in the
nets of fishermen at Waltair coast though
they seldom nest on the beach, Thig species
is mainly insular in distibution. Sych a male
Green turtle wus caught in December 1978,
This specinen ig being maintained at the
wiltair Zoogarden in a cemented tank on the
fresh algae food more than a year, Ope
juvenile Hawkbill, Eretmochelys  imbrioaty
{carapace, 205 cmX15 cm,, Plastron, 15.8%
13.5 em,) was collected from fishermen at the
Lawson Bay, The specimen was caught in
the net of 4 fishermen in the middle of
November and it was kept alive more than
two months in a sma] enclosure of stones on
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TURTL: OF THE ANDHRA COAST

the berch fed with small fishes, It was
inform:d that ope Hawkbill Iaid on this beach
a clutch of hundred cggs on 1978,

The main turtle fishing season only of
Olive Ridley in this area ig Novembet and
Decemltir, 1 the peal period minimum i00
turtles ‘sre caught per day depending op
number of boats operating during thig period,
Turtle shing ends usuaily in 3rg week of
January Dye to Governmeng ban turtles
are not at present hooked by train to the
Caleutta but by truck, Reliable information

Ir s known from o repoit of CMFRI-

(1979) tlat 23,282 kes., was the estimated
annual c:ich in that vear from this area, No
estimate f previous years are available,

INvoe MATION From Oraeg Anrgas or
Tur Anpura Coasr

Information from Masulipatnam area shows
that thoush turtles lay egp on seq shore
betweenl'eeddopatanam & Samaldevi nejthre
turtle fisling nor marketing is being carried
out in thiiarea, The reason is most of the
fishermen of this area belong to “Agni Kula
Kasthrya” a sect of Hindu religion who
tevered turtle as the Tepresentative of god,

Turtle 3ls0 nest on beach from the Srikq.
kalam are:i of Andhya Pradesh upte Gopalpur
on sea of (rissa coast.
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Some informations of turtle fishing in the
Andhra coast bordering Ganjam district of
Orissa during period of 1970 to 1973 were
available. Some such places in the Srikakulum
coast of Andhra are Kalingapatanam, Srika-
kulum, Balarampuram, and Kunduvanipata,

Prorosar For ConservaTioN oF SEATURTLIE
Itv Tue Anpara Coast

Winter season is the peak perod of
fishing in the Vizag coast when copulated
turtles float on: the surface of the sea. There-
fore they become easy victim to the nylon
drag nets (Biswas 1982), Fishing operation
by trawlers should be carried out off the
coast,

There is a good site in the “Waltair
zoogarden adjacent to the Lawson Fiay for
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statting a pilot project of Turtle Raich or
breeding centre as is in operation at Field
Station of Surinam Forest Service to raise
batched sea turtle in captivity, (Marine turtle
News letter No. 7, April, 1975.).

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The author is thankful to Dr. B. K. Tikader,
Director, Zoological Survey of India for
sanctioning the tour to investigate the status
of seaturtle.

REFERENCES _

Biswas, S. 1982, A report on the Olive
Ridley, Lepidochelys Otivaces (Eschscholtz)
[Testudines : Cheloniidae] of Bay of
Bengal, ftec, zool, Sure, India, 79,
215-301.

S. Biswas



