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1. SUMMARY.

1.1 Sea turtle survey on Little Nicobar Island

‘Two major nesting beaches, both used by the leatherback, the
olive ridley and the green turtle , were surveyed,on 29 and 30
Yarech 1994. The beaches are situated on Little Nicobar's south-

wastern coast near the hamlets of Dahayu and Pulo liyang

respectively (see map). A minimum total of 165 leatherback nests +~

were counted on three beaches (which included the two major ones
referred to above). Domestic dogs take a substantial, though
unquantified, proportion of eggs and emergent hatchlings from
these beaches. During a survey in 1991,49 leatherback nests had
been recorded on three beaches at kulo{Bahua, Monkauye and

Pulo Liyang on the island's south-west coast (Tiwari 1991).

More beaches on Little Nicobar remain to be surveyed (see

AI’t- 2.4'1}.

1.2 Small arribadas of olive ridley turtles at Cuthbert Bay

oo
The occurrence of small arribadas (of upto 205 nesting turtles
in one night) on the east coast of Middle Andaman has been
confirmed by the Andaman anc Nicobar Forest Department

~~  Departmental
(pers. co-qm., sSa3an Paul, 1993) s field staff counted

712 olive ridley nests on the 5 km stretch of besch where mcst
of the nesting at Cuthbert Bay occurs, during the 1920/91
nesting season. The following information has also been obtained
from Forest Departmenit records :
During the 1990/91 seasonj57.5 %ﬁthe total number of nests
were made on only 4 nighfs (fable 3, Art. 4.1) in a nesting
scason that spanned 6 months, November 1990 to April 122l.
Though nests have also been found in August, September and

i R " _ o~ of
vctober. an avera:e of over 94 je of a season's nests are



made during the months December, January and February. No nests
have been found in May, June and July. |
5till smaller arribadas also occur at Ramnagar, Smith Island and
Coffeedera in North Andaman (pers. comm.,fﬁevraa 1993). DLarlier,
Misra {(1990) had recorded 338 oizggm;idley nests in the 1988/89
season at Cuthbert Bay and had published a week --wise breakup of

nesting numbers, though arribada-type nesting was not referred to.

olive ridley
It will be valuable to learn whether or noﬁAarribadas of similar

proportions also ocecur at some or all of the prime lsatherback
nesting beaches in the Nicobars!viz. thosz at the mouths of the
Degmar, Alexandria and Henhong rivers on Great Nieobar, at

West Bay and South Bay on Little Andaman and at the Dahavu and

Pulo iiyang beaches on Little Nicobar. The two species nest concurr-
ently at all these beaches as well as at the Galathea beach on Great
Nicobar, and are known to have done so in the past at Cuthbert Day

an¢ at Larmatang, Middle Andaman, where leatherback turtles do not

nest anymore.

3 Re-survey of the Galathea nesting beach.

—

un this imsortant “nesting beach where 19.5% of Gresat
¥icobar's leatherback nests had been counted during the 1991/%52

nesting season, the number of leatherback nests during the 1683/04
—{
e

;
srason gt teacgt 237, This was 80 % migher ithan those mnus . ing

the 1991/02 season (152 nests, Bhaskar 1992) and also Gigher than

W

AL
E ¥

the number in the 1992/93 season (Wimbright, pers. comm., 10

At lcsst one of the 25 leatherback turtles tagged during the 1281/92
zcason was seen nesting bty Forest Department staff in 1053/94,
proving that at ileast some of these turtles remigrate tc nezi ¢very

other year.



At this beach, nesting by the olive ridley during the 19@3)94
season could not be quantified with any degree of accuracy,

for reasons given later (see Art. 2.1.1J.

During the period 1992~1994, feral and domestic dogs have
been eradicated from the environs of the Galathea beach by
the Forest Department. The major naturzl. predators of turtle

4

eggs ané hatchlings viz. the Andaman wild pig (Sus anéamanensis)

and to a much lecser extent the Water ronitor lizard

{(Varanug salvator) have now resumed their depredations.

tHowever, the pclicy of excludidg or eliminating dops frow the

resting beach requires nc re-assessment.

Stray cattle (which inadvertently compact nest sand) have alsoc

been exeluded from the nesting be-ch by the Forest Department.

1.4 Revised estimates of the minimun numbers of leatherback and

olive ridley turtleg nésting In the Andarman and Hicobar Islanéds

in one year :

i.4.1 The number of nesting leathérback turtles :
Tiwari (1291) had recorded 49 leatherback nests on Zittle Nieco-

bay durinﬁ an Nith 165 leatherback nestgfgecorded on the three
earlier strvey.
freshly surveyed beaches on the island » 2nd allowing
season
for the fact that this,was ‘above-average' py a factor of

/

3 (see Art.l.S)?Sregards the numbers of nesting leatherbacks, the population
that nests in an average year in the Nicobars ¢an now be
raised by 105742 2 i.e. 12 individuals (assuming that

4.9 3
each leatherback nests 4.9 times on average during = season)
since the last estimate in Bhaskzr 1993, The new estimates

-

are therefore 390 nesting femalzr ~-» tho Figobars and

210 for the entire Andaman and Hic:bar roup (see Table 2,Art.2
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1.4.2 The number of nesting olive ridley turtles :

With fresh data obtained by the Forest Department (Art. 1.2
and Table 5, Art. 4.3) the number of olive ridley turtles
nesting in a year in the Andamans ¢an now be raised by

723 - 338 i.e. 256 individuals (assuming that an olive
1‘5 . R . - .A
ridley nests 1.5 times on average within a season, since the

last estimate in Bhaskar 1993. The new estimates are 755 nests
i.e 503 turtlss & year in the Andawans and 1052 nests_i.e.

701 turtles a year in the entire Andamans and Nicobars.
2., NESTING OF LUATHSRBACK TURTLIES.

2.1 Hest counts on Little Nicebar beaches.

Three beaches on Little Nicobar Island's soutqyestern shore
thatwere freshly surveyed for sea turtle nesting ineluded
some of the largest expanses of sandy beach that now rer=in
in the Andamars and Nicobars -- those near the hamlets of
Dahayu andé Pulo hiyang. The beaches were surveyed on 2% and 30
Farch 1994, near the close of the main nesting season for
leatherback and olive ridley turtles. A total of 165 leatherback
nests were counted on the three beaches -- 115 at the Pulo

in betwecn,
wiyang beach , 47 at the Dahayu beach and 3 in a coveAjust
south of the Dahayu beach. This sandy cove is hereafter

referred tc as Dahayu Cove.

2.1.1 The rulo Liyang beach :

‘n this, the most southerly of the three beaches surveyed,

only 8 of the 115 leatherback nests scen showed visible tracis
because

the nesting seagon then heing at itz <o ~»2 fLen vmseasonasl

Talns during thig the 'dry' season has oiliterated most trscke



and most of the early-season nests. Olive ridley and green
turtles also nest here. No tracks of emerged hatchlings of any
turtle species were found on any of the Little Nicobar beaches;
this was probably attributible fo compaction of sand by
intermittent rain, rather than to the absence of emerged
hatchlings. Monitor lizards and possibly wild pigs take eggs

and hatchlings on this beach.:redation by domestic dogs from
rulo kKiyang appears to be heavier still. This hamlet, consisting
of three huts , lies about 1 km south-east of the southern end
of the nesting beach. The beach itself is about 3 km long and

is oriented in a northwest- southeast direction. Its width

leatherback

in end~lMarch averaged about 50 m. As isg the case at everyAnesting
beach in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, a river-mouth opens
Onto the beach, though in this case, the river-mouth -- more
appropriateiy the mouth of a creek -- was temporarily cut off
from the sea by a sandbar, since the dry season prevailed.

The creek cpens into the sea near the northern end of ths besch.
North of this beach a % km stretch of rocky cliffs nakes

perhaps
progress along the shore unsafe eXceptAfor a mountaineer.
2.1.2 The Dahayu beach :

This approximately 4% km long beach, one of the most extensive
of any in the archipelago, was about 70 m. broad in end largh 1%3.2.
Uriented approximately north-northﬁest and south-southeast, it

1s separatec from the rulo hiyang beach lying to its south by

the % knm st;etch of c¢liff menticned earlier and also by a

emaller (¢.1 km long) beach that lies within a cove ('Dahzayu Covel)
adjacent to, and just south of, the Dahayu beach. The ¢iiffs can

be circumvented by following 2 hilly, infrequently used, 1 rm long

forest trail most of which borders s winding stream that has to
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be crossed 6 times. As one goes south to north, the trail emerges
onto the southern end of Dahayu Cove, where 3 leatherback noste

were evident. Another smell stream also empties intc Dahayu Cove.

The hamlet of Dahayu, vhich consists of two Hicobari huts,is
situated near the centre of the main nesting beach . Anctrer

hut also exiasts at the northern extremity of this beach.

The mouths of twe cresks oen onto the besch -- cne 2t its
northern end, the other about 1 km north of its socuthern =nd.

A sandbzr intervened between the routh of the iatter crsel and

the =ea.

iniy 4 of the 47 ileztherback nests cvident at the Uahayvyu teach
had visibie tracls asscciated with them. ULlive ridlsy nests were

also present, as were 2t lemst 2 nests made by sreen tu

i
cr
fu i
i3]
8]
-~

ona ¢f which had nested on the night of 30/31 iarch 1084, Asg

is the case at the Pulo riyeng beach, domestic dops number

o

nredators of turtie epgs ard hatehlinss.

arnonz the

0

Oy

The ccczsicnal wresenceg,on this coast, of poachers base
“hailand is certain. Though the to ereeks afford ostinun

nabitat to the saltwater erocogdile (Crocodylus parosusJ’

Peter, an inhabitant of Dahayu, states that thesze re:tiles

wmra ool tnen aresgeni ir the ereerg,; 2 resuli, aluoost certniuly,
of poaching. wittle Nicobar, cdespite ite relatively laerpe size

{131.5 sq. .mJ) is very thinly opopulated {jscpulaticn c.400
1891 census,. The feow human settlements (nusbering 13, 2.
zie on the coast, the intericr of the island bain

o

sinforecst.
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2.2 Re-survey of the Galathea beach :

2.2.1 Nest ecounts on the Galathea bezch :

The beach was surveyed twice in 1994, on 12 March and 5 April.
(1live ridley nests were not enumerated because nesting evidence
was obliterated in most instances by intermittent rain and by
wind. The most recent of the olive ridley nests was made on about

31 March.

During the period 22 December 1891 to 22 March 1992 rain had
falien on only Zydays, anéd then only briefly (less than C.5 em
totally). The corresponding period during the 1993/94 season
saw much more frequent and heavier rainfall, though this was

not quantified.

Table 1 Counts of leatherback nests, Galathea beach, 1993/24 seascn.

No. of nests Total no,

Location Date(s) of Ko. of intact opened by of nests
survey nests visible wild pilgs

Lastern half 12 March '94 132 79 211
of beach

u 5 April '94 , 92
Western half 5 April '94 26
of beach
Entire beach 12 March 237 "

& 5 Apriil'o4 —_

Five sets of tracks made by adult leatherbacks were visible on

12 Mareh , but only 9%6n 5 April- Tracke ifhatchlings from four

nests were visible on 12 karch, but none on 5 April.

The total of 237 nests, up 79 from the 1991/92 season's taily of

1568 nests may reflect a thatural? increase rather than one
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resulting from any conservation action.
Based on 1991/92 data when each leatherback turtle nested 4.9
times on average within a season (Bhaskar 1993), the number that nested

during the 1993/94 season was at least 237  i.e. 48 turtles, as
4.9 '

compared to 32 in 1991/92.

2.2.2 rredation of nests at the Galathea beach 3

During the 1991/ 92 and 1992/3 geasons, dogs (both feral and
domestic) have been eliminated from the vicinity of the Galsthssa
beach, by action taken by the Forest Department. Wilgd pigs have

now repiaced dogs as the chief b redators on turtle ezgs and
now
hatchlings here. : onitor lizardsAalso take a few nests.

Predation by these natural predators repregents an improvement

over predation by dogs. The latter also took more nests : four

dogs that fed frOmthe Galathea nests in 1891/92 were averaging

one nest per night per dog during the peait of the hatching seascn
part of
(February andAMarch) before they were shot. Kot more than two wild
the 1994
pigs operated at night at the beach during Asurvey

(12 March and 5 april).

2.2.3 Disturbance to turties caused by humen activities related to

bridge construction at_the Galathea's mowuths:

About 3CO m.from the Galathea beach two permanent buildinzs have
been erected adjacent to a bank of the Galathea river, by the
Andaman rublic Works Department and the Andaman Harbour forks,
to facliiitate construction of a permanent bridge over the river.

The buildings are situated near the Forest Department's camp at

"Km 417, 0 ior -opulations of several encangered animals --
a the the |

among tiroe o urtles,Amegapode 1 pcoccnut crab anéﬂsaltwater
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crocodile -- exist within a radius of & km of these permanent
structures whose planners c¢learly did not include wildlife

conservation among their priorities.

2.2.4 Impact on turtles from the projected oil terminal

and free port in Galathea Bay :

The construction of these freilities will result in the
summary elimination of the sea turtle nesting colonies

at the Galathea beach, at Saphed Balu and at Indira roint,
throuzh human-related activities. Construction of a free
port, in particular, will not only affeect irreversibly

the wildlife of this near-pristine area but will uproot
end eliminate the culture and identity of the tribes

-- thae Shom;pens, the Nicobarese and the negritos --

of the entire archipelago.

2.3 Revised estimate of the minimum number of leatherback turtles

nesting in the archipelago in one year :

The following fizures take into account tha higher degree
of nesting duringz the 1993/94 season (as compared to the
two previous seasons) and also thgift C?Fntson the two
major nasting beaches on Little Nicobar Island. Totals are
composite figuies obtained Irom discrete surveys of the

various beaches, often in separate years. The most recent

nest counts are the ones ussd.
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Table 2

Islands in one year.

Minimum numbers of leatherback

turtles nesting in the

Island(s) Bource Date(s) of No. of No, of
surveyls) nests  turtles®
Nicobars : 530 120

Bhoskar 19983

12 Dee 'G17

811

Great licobar to 22 iar'9o
Little Nicobar ", this revort 29 & 30 ifar'94 110%x e
latchal ", unpublishad data 7 - 11 Feb'?79 & 1
Teressa ", " " 12 car'7e 4 b
Andamens : o S
Rutiang Bhzsler, unpuhblished 25 Augz'en SH R 3
Tt T ASAEgm = — -~ - - o 88t
Little Andaman’ ,
(west cosst) ", 1%e4 12 - 14 an'84 fa 17
vittle Andaran
(South Bay | "oy 18] 26 Feb'sl 1% 2
Andamans an¢ Hicobars 102¢ 21C
* bagsed on the aggurntion that sach turtio skes 4.0 rests =y sesasorn.,
cn averase.
v *% 1650 nests were actuaily found, but the 1992/94 secscen having been
- , e men s 158 4 158
e¢xceptionally good, the firure wos lowered to 110 (i.s. 557 9
gze Avi,l.3,

***% 161 nests were found duri

ng a rorest Department survey between

February 19¢0 and kMarch 199 (pers.comm., .A.Saxena, 1294). This
figure has not becn included in computing nesting numbers.
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2.4 Unsurveyed Nicobar beaches sighted from the sea :

2.4.1 On Tittle Nicobar Island :
- Two small beaches on the west coast north of Dahayu.
- A beach on the western side of the northward-projecting

headland on the island's northeagtern side facing

Pulo Mile Island.

- A beach on the northern end of the headland mentioned

above.

In addition, theb%fCh surveyed by Tiwarl in 1291 near the

village of Pulo Panja on the island's ncrth-eastern coast

requires re-surveying.

2.4.2 Un Bompoka Island :

- Two small beaches on the igland's western coast.

2.4.3 Un Chowra Island :
-~ Sandy beaches on both sides of the high plateaux on

the island's southern side.

The turtle species that nest on theabove beaches may, or may not,

ineclude leatherbacks.
3. DATA ON THE HAWKSBILL TURTLE

3.1 Nesting by daylight at Saphed Balu, Great Nicobar.

A large hawksbill of Standard Carapace Curved Length 86% cm
nesting

and Curved Width 79 cm -~ the second largest of 58 hawksbills

seen by me in the archipelago) came ashore on the beach at

Saphed Balu at about 5-p.m.-oh 13 March 1994, made and

deserted an egg chanber among coconut trees, and finally

riested. The size of its clutch, 198 eggs, was 2lso very

large. the fourth largest out of 120 hatched clutches
examined by me in the Andamarsand Nicobars. The turtle was
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not tagged, but may be identified in future by the presence

of a large tarnacle (Chelonibia testudinaria) on the second -

vertebral scute, and a jagged hole at the Junction of the

first and second vertebral scutes and the first left costal

scute.
This was only the third instance of daylight nesting in 165
recorded instances of nesting by this species in the archi-

pelago.

3.2 Alteration of nesting havitat at Sapned Balu :

The three kilometre long beach at Saphed Balu is one of the few

in the Islands where the hawksbill, the green turtle and the

Leatherback have been confirmed to nest. Pandanus and

Scaevola, typical nesting beach vegetation on these Islands,

fringes rmost of the beach. Behind this, there exists a coconut

plantation owned by Nicobarese from the village of Chingam
native

distant about 4 km away. Several largeAbuttressed trees

have been left intact within the coconut plantation. Nooks and

interstices among the buttresses were found by Dr. Indraneil Das

anc me to be populated by a colony of the endangered coconut

crab (Birgus latrol. Pending confirmation through detailed

surveys, we believe this area to be the mGst important of

ureat kicobar's coconut ¢rab habitats,

Un 14 March 1994, almost all the natural beach vezetation was
hacked away on instructions from the owners of the plantation,
by a Tamilian in theip employ and by two Hiecbkarese. The object

was to create more space for the cultivation of coconuts.

Unce coccnut trees take root in the clezrad space, the three

turtle species that nest here will r:..: Srir nprting nabltst
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severely curtailed, and will alsc find it difficult or

impossible to dig egg chambers in the remaining spaces.

Quite apart from these disastrous effects on nesting turtles,

unrestricted human activity on a full-scale coconut plantation

will inevitably render the coconut crab population untenable,

as has occurred at every such plentation in the archipelago

save those on uninhabited islands such as Meroe and Tillanchong.
(when available)

Coconut crabz, are relished as food by several communities in

the Nicobars. Cne of three coconut crabs encountered by us

weighed over 4 kg, far heavier than the largest Fangrove crab

(Seylla serrata), a species that is widely eater in the Islands.

3.3 Consumption of hawksbill meat by Nicobarese :

Un 1 April 19¢4, Nicobarese at rondul Island consumed a
Juvenile hawksbill that had been speared at sea off rulo Bet,
a2 hamlet on neighbouring Great Nicobar Island, by Augustus,

a young Nicobarese. Tribals of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands
are exempt from the provisions of the Indian Wildlife Protec-

tion Act.

Cn hondul, Hicobarese distinguish between edible (non-

poisanous) and Inedible {poisonous) navwlcbills oy th= length
of the intestine. The speared turtle which had an intestine
3.13 metres long was considered edible. Besides the mest and

calipee, the cleaned intestine itself was also cooked and

eaten. Hawksbills having short intestines -- approximately

less tharn one metre in length for a turtle of the above sige --
are considered poisonous to eat. Some Nicobarese claim that

such short-intestined hawksbills can be icdentified freorm

es of

43

superiicial characteristics even before butceheringz. C=
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poisoning from the consumption of hawkshbill Zmest are reported
to have occurred at Pulo ilo and Car Nicobar islands several
decades age in each instance. On Katchal island, 1 witnesced
in 1579 the meat of a juvenile hawksbill being rminced and
caten raw with coconut. The Nicobarese there did not appear to
be aware of the possibility of being poisoned by doinsg so.

In mainland India (in southern Tamil Nadu) it is known that
thorough cooling renders octherwise poisonous hawksbill meat

safe to eat. .

3.4 vogs and human activity in the Indira Point area of Great liicobar

ISland :
Iracks of dors, both feral and domestic, that scarch the beach
methodically for hawksbill and grecn turtle efgs and hatchlingsg

were found ssaward of tho beach vegetation (primarily Scacvaola,

candanus and ‘esserschmidiz) at Indira roint, the southsrnmost

land in India. lMonuments that commemorzte the visits of India‘s
‘residents and rrime Ministers to this unigue and environmentally
sengitive area line part of the coast impediately landward of

the beach vepetation.

4., DATA ON THS CLIV: RIDoY TURTLE.

L

R -
L
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This section hags been compile

provided ty the Andamen and FNicobar [forest Department.

4.1 Arribada-type nesting at Cuthbert Lay

Misra (1920) recorded 338 nests of the olive ridiey on the

approximately 6 km lon_ streteh of besch at Cuthbert Bay

&

during the 1988/8S nesting season. Host of the n2sting occurs

north of & creek at Betapur 'No.2'. fricy +o the 1G2E /93 season
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the Forest Department had been fencing in individual nests

Ain situ* to thwart predation by dogs. During the 1992/93

and 1993/94 seasons nests were incubated at beach hatcheriles.

nights
Table 3. Total nests and mesting during pedgat Cuthbert Bay, 1990/91

and 1991/92 seasons.

T total
Nesting | Period of Total | Peak nights Iotal mests |Peak nights i
season nesting inests i and no.of nests,during the 4
| | peak nights Seasong total
|
1990/91 16 Nov'90! 706+ | 4 Feb'ol 70~ _
to 30 Apr'9l 6 " a7 | 410 57.5 %
11 1 147
12 " 156 —
1991/92 1 Dec'91 717%% 14Jan'92 52 v |
to 26 Feb'92 29 ¢ 170 520 72.8 BFE¥¥
.30 u 02
! 205 «

26Feb'92

* This excludes 7 nests, one made in August, 2 in September znd 4 in
Uctober 12920.

and
** Excluding 3 nests -- 1 made in August, 2 in September 1991.

laté in the season
**% The percentage is biased { high) because nests madqhéfter 26 Feb 'S2
have not been consgidered.

P.T.0.
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Month-wise nesting data from Cuthbert Bay.

Table 4, Month-wise number of olive ridley turtle nests in

different nesting seasons at Cuthbert Bay,

S I R R B A
Honth L_ Humber — of nests ,% of nests w.r.t.
R rry7 1991/92 |1992/93 Heo5/0a ! Average Jggf,ainn:f’:ja;zgs)
season | season ! season iseason; season

May ; i ; 0 | 0 i O

Jun ,' o 0 0

Jul ! ( 0 0 0

hog |1 1 o 1 0.14 3

Sep | 2 | o ; I 2 0.28 3

Oct ;l 4 !! 0 f! 4 3 0.41 %
Nov [ 13 | 3 5 7 0.97 j

Dec 87 | 73 | 71 77 | 10.65 £

Jan 145 ’{ 394 J f 269.5 | 37.28 %

Feb 427 | 241 | | 334 1 46.2 4
Marp [ 15 / | 15 2.07 %
Apr [ 19 ,’ / 10 14.5 ‘; 2.01 %
Total / 73 | 71ax | 723

year } | /

*The total for the 1991/92 season wag actually higher than 714,
since nests made after the peak night of 26 Feb 'go were not counted,

Uver

900 nests were mage at Cuthbert Bay durlng the 1993/94 season

(pers.cOmm.,“Paul?1994}.

P

from column G, it is clear that the main nesting season for the
Olive ridiey at Cuthbert Bay spans the months December, January
and ~ebruary, as is the case at Great Viecobar,
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4.3 Revised estimate of the minimum number of olive ridley

turtles nesting in the archipelago in.one year.

The following figures take into account the larger numbers of
at Cuthbert Bay,

olive ridley nests during recent nesting seasonsﬂas compared

to the number (338) given by liisra (1990) for the 1988/8%
season. A4s was done in the case of leatherback turtles, the
total numbef of nests arrived at are derived from composite
data obtained from discrete surveys, often in s=parate years.
The most recent nest counts are the cnes used, as before.

Table 5. iinimum numbers of olive ridley turtles nesting
in the 1slands in one year.

Nesting areas Source Date(s} of o, of lio. of
survey(s) nésts  turties*
Andamans: 755 £03
Coffeedera  Dhaskar 1993 2-13 Apr'o3 13 g
{in North Andaman)
Cuthbert Bay forest Dept. 1920-1994 TE3** LE2
Karmatang [o.9 Bhasrar 1993 97 dar '63 14 O
Little Andaman I. " 29 Har '7¢ 5 3
to & Jap '7%9
Nicobars : 267 1ze
‘Latchal I. _ " 7=11 Feb '78 9 o
Teressa i. " 12 kar '79 b2t 5
Great wsicobar 1. 2 i2 Dec 91 o0 127
to 22 4pr 'S2
1052 701

Total

th: assumnption that each ridley nests 1.5 tires sitkin

*
o
W
0
o D
jor
O
3

AS50I.
trecretical
% The fifure used (723J)repressents ths, nuurber
cf neets during an average szcagon =t
Cuthbert Bay. (See Table 4, art. £.2).
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RECOMMENDATIONS.,

5.1 Recormmendations for the Galathea bearh :

5.1.1

Two

(a) Trasping and subs~quent transiocation of wild vertebrate

(b)

5.1.2

Contrcl of animal predatiocn on turtle ergs and hetcehlinss.

ovtions are availablie :

predators {(crimarily wild pigs; less impertantly, water
monitor lizards) to areas well away framthe nesting
bzach. These could be caught with relatively harmless
bent-sapiing traps set on the beach adjacent to ths
veretation line during the forthcoming neszting seaczon
begsinndng in iflovember 19%4. Two such traps, placed,

recspectively, 500 metres east of and 20C retres west of

the l'orest Department's camp at *‘nm 41! on the Korth-scuth

road will suffice.

Fetrolling of the nesting beach by humans (personnel from

the Forest Depariment or from concerned non-povernmental

cryanizations),to be undertaken 4 times each night
throughout the main nesting and hatching seasons
{December- to Asril). Recommended times for the corrence-

-

memt of esen patrol ave © neme, 11 pem.,; 1
Th=2 use of & doz on a leash by the patrolling party may
inhibit wild pigs still further. Lthe presence of dors
{Gomestic and feral) on the besch at all other timss

should continue to be sriongly discouraged, as is teing

dcne at present.

rermanent buildings near the bridge over the Calathsa

river at 'im 41'.

urce the btridre 1s completed, it is important that the:s
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buildings =--- built within the limits of the Galathea HNational
Park --- be either deomliched or,ralternatively, be handed over
to the Foresk Department for use as a checkpost to help in
protecting sea turtles, megapodes,coconut crabs, saltwater
crocodiles and other endangered fauna and their habitats.

A checkpost here would be invaluable in controlling poaching
both by foreign poachers (who operate from Thailand) and,

after the construction of the bridge, by Indians.
5.1.3 Removal of beach debris :

It is recommended that flotsam consisting of logs and branches

be cleared from the beach in November just befcore the start of

the main nesting season for leatherbacks and olive ridley turtles.
The debris could be dumped just landward of the beach vegetation.
Glass bottles and synthetic debris, some washed up by the sea

but most left behind by beach picnickers also need to be removed.

5.1.4 Regulation of tourist activities during the nesting and

hatehing seagons @

Large scale tourism, if allowed on the nesting beach in future,
will result in the compaction of beach sand and thus_reduce
hatching and emergence success of hatehlings from compacted nests.
At night, nesting turtles especially leatherbacks will also be
disturbed unless tourists are accompanied by experienced guildes

deputed by the Forest Department.
5.1.5 Uil terminal and frez port :

Plans for the constructic: of an oil terminal and free port
in Galathea Bay (South I ! urzentl: need to be scrapped, for

. . 1 A
reasgons given in ATt
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5.2 Rocommendations for Saphed Balu beach and environs :

The 1993 status quo at Saphed Balu requires to be revived by the
i'orest Department, after consultations with the cantzin of

Chingam viliage arnd with the village elders who own the planta-
tion. If coconut saplings have already been planted in the cleared
space, the Hicobarese need to be convinced of the importance of
uprooting them and of reallowing the growth of natural besch
vesetation, to attract nesting turtles. They also need to be apn-
rised of the fact that in the arez immediately behind the beach,
trees with branched buttresses (i.e. those having arches, passage-
ways and holes between the buttresses) forw excellient habitat for
the coconut crab, which could eventually become a ma jor source

of inccme for the Nicobarese through regulated wilidlife tourism.
Surveys of such trees to census the adult coconut crzb population

in this area between lLilometres 46 and 492 are urzently needed.

5.3 Recommendations for the Indira Point area :

5.3.1 Control of dogs :

Lighthouse Department versonnel who man the lifhthouse at
indira Point should be discouraged from keeping dogs. Chaining

: -~ —_ [ — — P 2Tl -~ 3 S~ el EE N P R
thcse Gogs aprecrs o we thoe only other mesns of contrelliing

£

predation on turtle egge and hatchliings here. To orevent treir

becoming feral, these doss need to be taken away by the owners

Y

when the latter are transferred, instead of being let loose in
-the wild.
Feral dogs presentiy coperating on the beach at Indira Point

need to be eliminatec by the Forest Department.

er — L e s
-2 lienument consty: o!lus ob indira Point

G

SI

a

the construction 5f monuzents degrades nesting beach habitst
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by the removal of beach sand used in their construction, by

the alteration and removal of beach vegetation and by encouraging
disturbance to nesting turtles, caused by human activity such

as unregulated tourism. It is strongly recommenced to forego

all construction at indira Point.

5.4 Recomrendations for nittle Nicobar :

5.4.1 Control of voaching by crews of foreign boats :

It 1s urgently rccommended that effective action be speedily
undertaken by the indian Coast Guard and/or the Indian iavy

to halt the infiltraticon of foreign btoats into Indizn coastal
waters and poaching or Indian soil. Among the prolected srhecies
now confirmed as being exploited are : the saltwater crcceodile,

the

h

ts ©

42}

sea turtles, the coconut crab, red coral and ne

n

'editle'syiftlet. In additicn, sea cucumbers, marine moliuscs
forms cf

and seca kraits number among the fast-depletin%ﬂmarine Llife

being expicited illegally.

5.4.2 SUI‘VeyS

Sea turtie survae,s need to be undertaken in the arezs listed

in Art. 2.4.1.
5.4.3 Control oi dorgs

Hicobarese rosiding at the hamlets of Dshayu and rulec iyzng

[N

necd to be convineced of the imoortance of control or remcval

of thelr domestic do_s, in orcer to conserve sea turtles,
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