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ection of molluscs such as cowries, helmet shells,

"business. Shell ornaments are popular, éspecially among
ople'of Bengali origin. i

Near the jetty at Katchal island where I utilized the
pover period of a inter-island ferryboat to take = quick
ge in the sea, I excitedly beheld the first colony of
rden eels (troglodyte sels) that I had Seen, on a sloping

eondy bed in about 15 ft of water. 4s I approached them,

ey :simultaneously retreated tail-farst into their sandy
wrrows;, swaying like istalks of vegetation in thehgegtle
sell. - Dr. Hens ‘Hass has recorded - the pPresence of
oglodyte eels from deeper water off Great Nicobq? island,
ut whether or not these were of the same species as the
nes I saw, I am-unable +to confirm., ‘
 Close to the-tdwn of Wandoor in South Andemen, the
tertidal fauna is particularly rich. Iarge chitons cling
‘Bpray-moistensd rocks; sea cuciuuabers of &t least five
ecies are found in the shallows. A small psle white
ctopus crawled over rocks exposed by the tide.

.twice observed avian predators == perhaps Nicobar Serpent
agles -=- snatch up octopi from 'a reef exposed at low +ide.
n one imstance the bird was forced to drop its prey after
partaking of a bite or two, because of the molluco's veight .
Despite having o chunk missing from its mentle, I found the
octopus to be alive and active after its fall. '

"-South’of the hamlet of Fulo Babi on Great ‘Nicobar island,

A , . :
£ I was fortunate enough to see civet cats (Paradoxurus
¥tleri) on two occasions: Unce at day break on uninhabited
armugli island at a distance of %en feet as it leisurely
limbed to the top of a tall tree, and another individual
2t dusk as it searched for titbits among crevices in the
‘exposed reef on Rutland Island, much as I had_ebserved wild
Pig do in Little Andaman. On both occasions the civets
displayed a degree of apparent unconcern about the proximity
Of a human being that was startling to me.

It is to be hoped that the rapidly expanding population
in the Andamans and Nicobars and the influx of refugees and
Settlers, with the resultant need for living space and

. Yeésources like timber, will not result in the undermining
0f its irreplaceable forest wealth or cause the dispppearance
OF the surviving négrito tribes and of their culture. :
Satish Bhaskar. ‘ e RE ' ;

- IURTIE MEAT KILLS THREE : -—H - é(ﬂ
Tuticorin, June 17, 1980 (UNT) joa/ﬂ \ﬁbf/

Turtle meat took thrée lives =- one directly and two indirectly
~~today. Two suckling infants aged- six months and one year

died after their mothers had taken turtle meat, and a :
Seven~year old girl who took the meat also died today, official
Sources said. ' ¢

chus, turbo, .chank and murex shells is becoming increasingiy
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<;¥vi%”éppears likely ‘that the turtle in Question'wasia‘_
Hawksbill seaturtle (Eretmoehelvs imbricata), a SPQCie$.Whic
has been indicated recurrently os causing deathsfinilndia>a
Sri Ianka. The following instances have been recorded:

: On 6th and Tth August 1977, nine persons -- two adults ap
. -8even children of varying ages -- died in‘thefvillagefof;Méga;
.southern’ Tamil Nadu from eating, on 3rd “August, the meat
:q£~aq$eaturtle whose head was described'as“beingﬂsomelhat'a-
andgas3reséMBling'a_parﬁoﬁéﬁback; The‘séaturtle_Was'aléd‘_’
known locally as "Natchely Ammnai" which means M"turtle with
& mouse=~like head" and had & yellow plastron whereas that g
‘the seaturtle species that was usually consumed 'in all
likelihood, the green turtle, (Chelonisa mydas) was always
white. On this occasion, some of the fishermen's advice
@gainst consumption of the meat, on the basis of it being
of'anfoccasionally‘?bisonpus;variety, went unfeeded. - In 1970
deaths occurred at the village of Periathelai, 7 miles from
Manappad, from the consumption of turtle mest. :

£

In 1972, about 2Q*p¢rsons died. in Thazai village from
rHawksbilleegt'poi?oning.:ﬁ(Valliappan and Pushparaj, 1973).%

DeraniYagala (1953)‘cifeéviﬁstances of deéths»in.

Sri Tanka in June 1921'at”Mandaitivu (24 persons) anu on _.-:f
December 3, 1941 at-Habaraduva "Its,toxicity_is though to .38
be due to the diet of the animal at the time; accordingly - 3

fishermen chop its liver and throw it to the crows before
cooking its flesh.  If the crows refuse it, the aaimal is. .
discarded. -Another test is to mix the raw flesh with sldked
lime which turns greenish if the flesh is poisonous"”. =

Valliappan and Pushparaj cite additiohal-teétsﬂfhétf e

Some Tuticorin fishe»men employ: the turtles blood drips ,35
off quickly if the meat is nonpoisonous and thickens on - 'f;
the knife blade if poisonous. A drop of blood on the skin .-

itches and the Spot becomes inflammed if +he meat,is‘pdisdnééﬁ?
Among‘SymptomS.of;Hawksbill meat poisoning are: e

Néurological symptonms like vertigo, twitching of the'muscles"iy

leading to convulsions, comsg and_finally death.- Ulceration

throughout~the‘buccal cavity, severe itching sensation:in_

and sloughing of the upper layers of the tongue. A sensation

of obstruction in the chest, respiratory failure followed

by cardiac failure. : '

In the absence of knowledge of the exact type of poison
involved, patients were given high doses of tetracycline, :
‘messive doses of vitamin C and corticosteroids and were _
rut on plenty of fludds and diuretics. Where treatment
~Was started before the collapsing stage, cases responded-
very satisfactorily +to the,adﬁinist;atign of. . 'Biguillt.as

an antiemeticw‘"Anthisénﬂ“tgblgts for food allergy and

"jégf,'
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"Meprranycin" injection for the infection. In all cases where
death occurred, one to four days elapsed from the time the
meat was consumed.

The above data were kindly supplied by Berchmann Moraes
and Dr. B.V. Balaji of Manappad, and by Drs. 5.C. Thanupillai,
G.Gil,M,lgnd_Dr. Ramasubramanizua of Udangudi.
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BUGGER (Crocodvlus palustris) RELEASES IN ANDHRA PRADESH &
SR TAMIL NADU

Andhra Pradesh

On 7th April 1980, the Andhra Pradesh Crocodile
Conservation project released 33 mugger crocodiles (11
nales and 22 females hatched in June 1977) into the
Kinnerasani reservoir situstced within the Kinnerasani
¥ildlife Sanctuary. This sanctuary is located 300, kn
north-east of Hyderabad. The released crocodiles all
ranged from 1 fo 1.3 m in size. Follow up monitoring .
survey of the released crocodiles was carried out in August
1980. Some have shown & upstream movement of over 15 km

" during this monsoon time.

During previous shrveys in this reservoilir only a few
UﬁSB than five) resident muggers were reported. No breeding
hes taken plsce in past years. Since, the released muggers
are all of Gir (Gujarat).origin and are a very slow growing
strain (1.21n in three years!) it was decided not to mix
i them up with the resident Andhra Pradesh wild breeding stoclk
“occuring in the Krishna and Godavari rivers and some othaor
¢ tributary rivers. The remaining 58 Gir muggers of YO eragiia
“are being released in Pakhal Wildlife sanctuary and agoin in
Kinnerasani sanctuary. These releases are planned for t e
coming winter (November 1980 to February 1981 )%
Tamil Nadu
The second large scale mugger release by the Tamil Nadu
rocodile Conservation Project was carried out at Hoggenakal
in #May 1980. (The first release was in March 1979 when

30 muggers of 1976 and 1977 stock were released into
Krishnagiri lake).

‘ On 30th May 1980 a total of 47 mugger all results of
‘wild eggs collected from Cauvery river near Hoggenakal

luring 1976, 1977 and 1978, were released into the Cauvery
ariver 15 to 20 km upstream of the Hoggenakal Falls. The

47 released crocodiles measured between 1.2 to 1.9 m in size.

otind a most suitable habitat to live in and multiply.

C. Choudhury.

this little disturbed area it is hoped that these crocodiles




