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SCA TURTLES AND OTHER MARINE LIFE IN LAKSHADWEEP

Sea turtles of three species occur commonly in the waters
around India's lakshadweep islands, situated 12N-200 miles of f
Korala's coast,

A beach walker on Minicoy, the southernmost of the group, will
ser Green and Hawksbill turtles as they come close inshore to fead,
abeout the time of high tide. The seme may be said of amany of the
remaining 9 inhabited and 16 un-inhabited islands forming the Union
Territory,

There is a difference, however, O0On the latter islands, turtles
are sighted only during the period of the southwest monsoon and, to
a lesser extent, in the month follouing (October). On Minicoy,
turtles are seen throughout the year.

Sea turtles are actively hunted on all islands barring Minicoy,
wheee turtling is sporadic. This appears to be the most likely
explanation for the seasonal difference in sightings.

The law banning turtle catching seems to be difficult to enforce,
The Green and the Hauwksbill are the species that are heavily
exploited, UWhether this is the reason for the apparent preponderance
of the third species, the Olive Ridlgy, in the five islands of the
Amindivi group, is not clear. Unlike in many placses, only the fat
of the Green turtle is utilized, its meat beiny wasted. Turtle fat
from Greens, Ridleys and the occasional Leatherback turtle is used
to water proof the joints of country boats, in which copra produced
in the islands is often transported to the mainland, The Laminae
on the shell of the Hawksbill fetch about Fs,150/- per kg on the
mainland,

While many turtles are caught on land as they come ashore to
nest, the more usual method smployed is harpocning by hand at sea -
both from country craft as well as from mechanized fishing boats.

Cff the seasonally uninhabited island of Suheli Valiyakara
wbere turtles nest in large numbers during the monscon, many Gresn
turtles are harpooned as they mate at the uwatser surface.

Sharks often prey on young and adult turtles, but man poses a
far greater threat to the turtles future, On Suheli Valiyakara,
_the most important turtle-nesting island in lakshadweep, parts of
the half mile long nesting beach have been fenced off by coconut
cultivators in order to prevent nesting Green turtles from coming
ashore to lay, the reason being that a few coconut saplings may

inadvertently be uprooted by nesting turtles, )

Green turtles, by. and large, have forsaken fuheli Cheriyakara
island as a nesting site after the construction of the lighthouse
there threse years ago. Nou, another light source is planned for
neighbouring Subeli Valiyakara island.
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to cgnm-rat eradicatign nrogramme on many islands where rodent damage
reedgcﬂuts is heavy, includes the "destruction to dwelling and
and a#@ places of rats such as uild thick qrouths of perennial bushes
Tuum1rub3“‘ Most of the vegetation referred to (Scaeuola,
the iegorits, Pemphis, etc.) grous on the seashora of the islands,
cultin e?iors of which have beesn given over most exclusively to the
disgpvatlon of coconuts. Their destruction will result in the total
remuu?earance af the islands endemic vegetation, in addition to .
the shng the nesting habitat preferred by Green turtles and exposing

Orag to the sea's erosion effects,

not QU” the brighter side, other marine fauna in Lakshadweep does

PPear to suffer from over-exploitation.,

from Eead coral is sometimes extracted, for construction purposes,
he reefs and lagoons inspite of a law prohibiting this.

ars CC°Uries.. maeinly Cypraea caputserpentis and Cypraea moneta--

or p°llected commercially from the reefs bordering many islands,

odd mDPOXimately 180 species of cowrie know world-uide, sbout forty

the Y be found in Lakshadweep waters. Of these, I collected 21 of
MOre common varieties (almost all were known to Linnaeus in 1758).

Thbse jidentified are listaed below:?
ti

CI
C. higris C., isabella
c. arst?io €. vitellus
C. Caablca C. nucleus
c. mgp“tserpentis C. poraria
C. erneta C, arqus
C. Osga C. talpa
C. ounX C. helvola
C. Sc‘""@ola C. cribraria
Urra L. depressa
shoreThe last Five species are included from dead shells cast up on
+ BAlgo,C. Mauritiana is reliably reported to occur in Minicoy.
asho On Kalpeni island, where the October 1977 cyelone has washed
e nyltitudes of ocean=-going purple snails (Janthina sp.) molluscs

Wwere
abyndant.

Hepe 1 acquired a glossy Olive shell of an unidentified species.

It
to ?ﬁg R3mm long; the largest species of Dlive in existence grous
M mm,

uhethThe lagoon at Kavaratti typifies a sporkeller's paradise;
rangear one can always pick a location suitable to explore the depth
Crouns from O to 12'. In the calm, clear water may be observed the
lobst‘QF-thorns starfish, Acanthaster plapci; large moray sels and
leaSters sheltering in crevices; sand eating sea cucumbers of gt
shary species; innumerahle colour fFul coral Fxsheg; the occasional
18900' small and harmless; sting rays camouflaged in the sand of the
N hed:; octopuses peering warily from their sand of the lagoon
? II:idacna clams and spider conches, among other creatures,
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Hopefully, this coral wonderland will remain as free from
commercial exploitation as it is today, and wvwill continue to
make the trip to the islands intensely rewarding for the layman,
or the marine biolonist or the fisheries scientist.
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