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Arribada: the Arrival

Chandra Sheckar Kar, research officer with the Orissa Torest
Department had predicted that the annual ridley mass nesting at
Gahirmatha would be around the end of January this year. Iager
to participate in this reptilian orgy, Jack IFrazier of the Smithsonian,
ny colleague Sheliar Dattatri and myself managed to make the
tenuous train and boat connections in time to gene at 250,000
Ridleys stream ashore to lay their cggs. Most of the nesting was
concentrated on & 5 km stretch of beach resulting in an acute
snace problem. Sand and eggs werc flipped into the air as
older nests were dug un by nesting femalces. when the chaos ended
some 25 million eggs had bhecen desnosited.

Jdhen I arrived in Gshirmatha on the night of 26 January with
the Divisional Forest Officer Mr. S.K. Mishra, over 10,000
Lenidochelvs Qlivecea trundled past us to dencsit their load of
‘s on the beach of their birth. The Forest Department's 25
turtle markers walked through the mass of curved domes counting
them with dabs of paint. Thelr kerosene lamps made an already
incredible scene even more unrcal.

Due to the international urroar about the slaughter of
ridleys during the arribadas, the government has cmbarlzed on a
most enlightencd conservation rrogramme to protect what is »robably
the largest sea turtle rookery in the world. It was gratifyving to
sec a Navy plane fly low over the turtle beach and the Coast Guard
making fregument offshore natrols. During on¢ of the first nishts
of the arribads the Chief Minister of Orissa, Shri J B Patnail
and his wife who is a liember of Parliament visited the beach.
Resnonding to the problem of huge numbers of turtles killed by
drowning in trewler and gill ncts just offshore, Mr Patnaik h-d
announced on the radio that commercial fishing will be scasonolly
banned to a point 1C km offshore of the 35 stretch of beach tho
turtles nest on. Kar counted over 3000 turtle carcasses on tho
beach last year but the number dropped to 500 this year, rcflccting
the ceffectiveness of rcecent protective measures.
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Cantive recaring Qf the Olive Ridlevs

The Bhagabatpur Crocodile Rearing. Centre, 24 Perganas, west
sengel, has been involved in sca turtle studies since 1983 at
Shagabatpur near Kanak island where the olive ridley nests
cegularly. On 16th March 1983, 600 eggs were collccted from 4
ee s from the island and transfcrred to the hatchgry about

I away. Nest temnerature was meintained at 29°C. 61 days
oter 117 cggs hatched. Of these 18 were rctained for biometric
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studicsy the rest were released at the nest site 12 days after
hatching. The following growth statistics refer to the 18 hatchlings
rearcd at the ccentre. '

Ghart T

Date of

measuremnent Carapace length weight

17.5. Maximum b4l cem 17.8 gn

to Minimum 4.15 cm 16.7 gn

22.5 Average L.33 cm 17.2 gm

£ Maximum 4.83 em 24.7 gnm
Minimumn L.42 em 15.7 gn
Average 4.64 cm 22.7 gm

1¢.6.  Maximum 6.19 cm 50.% gm
Minimum 4.75 cm 22.2 gm
Average 5.60 cm 37.96 gm

12,7  laximum 8.19 cm 122.3 gn
I inbmum 5.06 cm gOGO gm
Average 7.13 cm 1.2 gnm

(Car. width)

25,7  Maozinmum 9.51 cm 8.31 cm 176.0 gm
Minimum g.21 cm 4.48 cm 30.7 gm
Average .07 cm 120.3 gm

20.8  Maximum 1221 om 10.45 em- 354%.10 gm
Minimum 9.06 cm 7.54 cm 138.5C gnm
Average 1C.80 em 24l .72 gm

7.9.  Maximum 13.60 cm 11.79 cm 481.0 gm
¥4 nd mun 10.50 cm 8.93 cm 225.2 gm
Lverage 11.97 cm 351.5 ¢m

198

643 Maximum 22.20 cm. 1500.00 gm
Minimum 16.80 cm 600.00 gm
Average 19.43 cm 1113.63 gm

Chart II- anproximate feading schedule (fish, prawm)

Hatching to 30 days (5-6 cm) .ocovevecec. 505 gm/animal/day
31 days to 60 days (7-S cm) cceveoveosa1liO gm/animal/day
61 daye to 100 days (1C.5-13.6 cm)eeo...28.0 gm/animal/day
270 days to 300 days (22.0-22.2 cm)e.....40.0 gm/animal/day
Infection: The turtles were affected by a fungal skin infection
when about a month old. Small yellowish-white patches apnearcd
on the neck aud flipners and as the patches increased feeding stopned.

Carapace joints were also affected. Animmls weee cuerantined
~nd bathed in dil KMNOY sol and the affected arca cleaned with a
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soft tooth brush. flcectrol powder was administered to revitalizec
the dying animals and induce feed intake. They were also soaked
in Terramycin antigerm sol. Infection first appeared on 19.6.83
and by 6.7.53 . . disappeared with ne mortality.

Rathin Banerjece
Range Officer
Crocodile Froject
P.0O. Bhagebatpur
Dist. 24 Parganas
West Bengal
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Sga turtle workshon

The Central Marine Il'isheries Research Institute (CI‘-Ilf'RI),
the Madras Crocodile Bank and the Indian Sea turtle Specialist
Group jointly organized a sea-turtle workshop from 27 to 29
Tebruary in Madras, as a first step toward coordinating sea turtle
conservation and research in India. The workshop was inaugurated
by Mr. S.A. Subramani, Secretary, Forests and Fisheries, Tamil
Nadu and attended by about 40 representatives from the CMFRI,
MSPT, MCBT, various State Forest Departments, universities,
non-governmental organizations and naturalists. The following
rapers were presented and discussed:

Problems of sca turtle conservation in India and the

goals of this workshop J C Daniel
BNEHES

Sea turtles in India, their status and distribution Satish Bhaskar
WiT'=India

Mass nesting beaches of Orissa C. Kar

Value of sea turtles to India M. Rajagopalan
CMFRI

The threats to sea turtles in India Shekar Dattatr!
MSPT

Recovery and management prograrmes for sea turtles Rom hitaker |

in India  their value, logistics and problems MSPT j

Contemporary problems in sea turtle biology ahd J G Frazier

conservation- the urgent need for regional Smithsonian

¢cooperation.

The afternoon sessions of the last day were devoted exclusively
to hearing State Status Reports from participants and recommendations
for future research and conservation strategies for India. The
nproccedings of the worlkshop will be publishéd as a special bulletin
by the CMFRI (Post Bag 1912, Cochin 682 018, India).

Snecial sea turtle publications

The CMFRI has produced two sea turtle bulletins, ‘“Special issue
on management and conservation® (Marine Fisheries Information
Service, No. 50, Junc 1983 ) and *Sea turtle rescarch and conservation
(CMFRI special bulletin No. 35, February 1984). Of the 17 assorted
capere on sca turtle conservation, management and resecarch, two- |
“Turtle poisoning® and “‘Observations on mass nesting and immediate !
nost nesting activities of the olive ridley at Gahirmatha, 1984" '
are of smecial interest




