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Severe —oigonins and sometiimes death from co 1suaning

havishill (B IetﬂOCuelVS imbricata) meat was reported as

early as 1055 by Sir James Laerson Tennent in his tooXk

"Ceylon- an Account of the Island®., Fe wrote, "The edible

tuisle ic Ffound on all tie coasts of the 1°1aadg and sells

for & few shillinss or a few nence according to its size

¢ abuadance at the aoment. At certain seasons the

turtles on the south-western coast of Cevlon are gvoided

as oisonous, and some lalentahle instances are rccorded

of Geath vhich was ascribed to their use. At Panturza, to

the south of Coloawbo, twenty-einht persons who had dartaien

of turtle in Octoncr 1040 were seiged with 1ckneso immediately

after vhich cona succeeded, and elightecn aled during the

ni ni, Thooe wpo survived =zaild taero wags nocning dnusual

in the asnearance of the flesh excent that it was Tatter

han ordlna;ye"

Pz F Deranlyaﬁala (19%9) reworts & velief that the
nawzebill is rendered »oisonous after it has fed on certain
alrac. Mixoorienced fishermen sceldon e¢at an _rqtnocholvo
without first chonping un ite raw liver and throwing it to
the crows. If the latter discard the liver, tle Qa14al_1s
noisonous...The syuaptois, according to the fedical Officer
of Yzalth, were inflamation of the mouth, voaiting, pains
in the 11195 burming sensztion in the qto;acd and scrqtches
{( ororatly als) on the boay°”

On %the south Indian Cororandel Coast, deaths from this
phenomenon occur every two or three vears, Turtle meat 1is
rezularly sold in coastal tovi iar® ‘ets such as Tupicorin.
Live turtles =re brought in froa nearby v111ages and
glauwgl:tered in the narket place; {lesh bklood is drunk as
an elixir, and the a2eat sold at Rs 4-5 ner %gz. During a
visit to Tuticorin market, species on sale werc greens
(Chelonia uaydas), Ridleys (Jonluocaelvs ollvaCﬂaf and
hawsbills, BeTore hawksbill meat was scold a crude test was
carried oat to ensure the edibility of the neat.

In auzust 77 nine persons including six children (&
aonths to 7 years) died at Manapad, Taail Lagu after eating
havksbill meat. Over &0 pooole consuied the p01qonouu meat
on 3rdé Auzust: most of thea were slightly sick and success-—
fully itrecated at Jlocal hospitols.

Iir 3 foracs of ™anapad %indly arranzed for dotails of the
tragedy to be sent to the Sna%e Park. Accordiang vo Dr
Raaasubraianian of Udanpgudi, poison meat does not seced t0 be
seasonal. He says fishermen can tell if the meat is poisonous
and 1n thie case advisced that the turtle be throvm away.
SvnotOWM, occurling tro days aiter consuaption of the aecat,
included voaiiting, diarrhoca, giddiness and headache. deck
rigidity z2nd inconsciousness or se:i--consciousness {ollovied,
depending of sevor1+y cof the 2ttack. Death occured another
two or threc days after onset of syaptoms,

Dr Balaji, of the German Clinic a1t [ .ananad, found 'Siguilft,
an antiemnetic, Tanthisan' {Iood Lllewﬂ") and terramyCin
satisfactory remedies. He states that il trcatment is hegun
beforc the collapse stage, cases resnond satisfactorily. e
believes the cause to be pathogeunic bacteria.
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