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m A Davis and Hajesh Bedi have very disturbing news about
the widely publicized sea turtle rookery (one of the world's
largest)at Gahirmaths in Orissns state. Meir report,published
in the dJan-ticrch '7S issue of "knvironmental Awareness' states

! that though +the '76 nesting sSeason (Jan-March) brought over
N 1358,151 nesting female Lepidochelys olivacea ashore, not a
3 single turtle nessted on this . each dn T The authors visited:

.Gahirmptha on 12 February of this year, and saw hundreds of
itidleys carcasses on the beach. Forest officials counted 478
dead turtles on a 14 km coastal stretch. :
; The carcasses, of both males and fecales, were T7-10 days ;
L old, and +the fore-flippers of souwe Were tied with wire. It is
obvious +h~t lsunches were responsible for this slaughter and
the rotting =animals at Gohirmatha nust have been abzndonned '
turtles +hat had died on board due to overcrowding &nd

suffocetion. Me +total numbexr of Hidleys' captured (apparentM'
while mating) mast be staggoring. :

This report ~gain bringse home +he question of whether it is
wise to publicize the habitats, nceting locations etc. of :
commercially valuzble ~nd endangered animals sucn as sea turtles
(In '76, several nevwepopers earried extensive reports about
+this nesting beach, which incidentally lies within +the Bhitar

; X Kanika wildlife Sanctunry ) .

i The Forest Lepartment alone connot handle this problem

i since the vpoachers have power launches oparating several mile
of fshore. “he Fisheries ~nd naval personnel could provide
valuable assistance in apprehending poachers and it is hoped
+hat this possibility will be seriously investigated =nd

! implamented well before the '79 nesting season begins.
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incubation or hatchling collcection programnn

will be undexrtaken at +he Satkoshia Uorge vanctuary in Orissa.
72 ghrxyi-l have been rele sed into ths heh~nadi during 'T7 and

178, 78 juveniles are now being rearcd to the released in

February 'T9.
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TR Binod Choudhury wes in the Andaman Islands in June in oxrder
- 4 /ULDE/Govt of India

hoy +o collect C,porosus €385 for *the IFAO ;
5 , crocadile projoct. The one nest brought back will be incubated

- and the young reared at Hyderabnd Zoo in Andhra FYradeshe. -
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Rt In Temil Kadu this year the uhate Tores+ Uep+*. succeeded
i in collectiag over T mugrer 3 IES . Ha+tching success was ovel
570, with a +otnl of over &0D hetc 'lings ~nd juveniles now
being reared av statc rearing stations.
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