THE GUILF OF MANN:R ISLANDS

Betwoen 1st and 22nd March '77 Mr Satish Bhaskar, ficld

officer of the Madras Snakc Park, joined a survey tean from-the
Central Marinc Fisheries Rescarch Institute on a visit to several
islands in the Gulf of Maennar. He wisheé to learn about the status

ﬁ of dugongs aond sca turtles in this arca. Some cxtracts froa his Reporg

3rd Marchs Left for Krusadal from Mandapam Canp aboard the "Chippat

Krusadal (L nile by half a mile) is one of thc four islands in the =

vicinity of Pamban on Ramcshwaran Island to be protected by Govt. ;

The others are Pullivasal, Pullil and Shingle. Most of the islands in

the Gulf of Mannar have live coral roefs cacircling them partly

‘ or fully; the width of thesc coral fringes tends to be greater on
the scaward than on the mainland sidc. Very shallow rccfs consisting
mainly of coral stone (coral that has bcon compacted into stone i
over the acons) often form a barricr to the approach of sca craft
.of any rcspectable size. The rrusadai beach is nerrow (10 metres),
of sand and shingle. A green turtle (Chelonia mydag) carapacc lay
on the becach. Nesting on the island docs not occur frecquently-
possible rcasons for this may include the narrowness of the sandy
beaches, the prescnce of the rcefs, and the disturbance created by
fishing launchcs. The only specics confirmed to nest on the islands
is the Olive Ridleys (Icpidochelys olivaccaj). The following spceies
arec known to cxist in thc area, but the Tcatherback is very rarc:
green, Riddey, havksbill, loggerhead and lecatherback. On thc way
back to Mandapam the helmsman saw a dugong, bricfly.

6th Marchs Vent to Harc Island, which is about 5 miles long and
aveTages half a mile in width. Boing a private island (a gift of thel
Raja of Raanad to the fanily of the prcsent owmer) we had to obtal
prior pcrmission for landing on it. Thc marinc fauna of Harc Island
scmas to be less disturbced and ¢xploitcd than that of the other
islands, bccausc fishermen are not allowed. to ply their ncts here.
The 50 or so pcople who live on Hare Island carry staffs whilc
wading, to dctcct quick sand. 4 skeleton of a whale lay on the bcach
and on the other cnd I saw a huge cycloid scale 8" in diametre. A
A Ridley carapacc, a green carapace and a nawksbill carcass lay at
diffcrent spots on thc beach. thile I was valking round, membrs of the
survey tean saw a dugong feeding for an hour in shallow vater a ;
mere 50 ft from the anchorcd "Chippi". Iater wc sav a Ridlcy
swimning on thc choppy sca surfacc. '

,

; 7th March: Visited Pullivasal. Therc being no safe approach to +hid
island, we anchorcd off Pulli and waded across 9 Pullivasal in 3 i
ft of watcer. ILater in the day it was high tide and I got a“soaking,
women werc wading in the scaward rcef, looking for sca~weecd,  The
‘protected status of the island did not deter them, On the island; @
Riddcy carapacc and a fresh Chelonia carcass were scelnl.

8th lMarch: Visited Mulli, Valai and Talairiyer. Saw a watcrspout
near Mulli (a mild tornado). 4t Talairiycer thcrc was a dead Ridlcy. :
On the way back to llandapam Camp, saw two dugongs on thc sea surfaces
they dived when our lauuch approached to within 50 nmts of them, 3
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