
Sea Turtles of India
Green Turtle (Chelonia mydas e name of this turtle
is something of a misnomer becau en not
gree e name is derived from the colour
of its fat, which was used for making turtle soup. Green
turtles are distributed widely in tropical waters. In India,
nesting occurs on parts of the west coast, particularly
Gujarat, and in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and
Lakshadweep.

Loggerhead (Care a care a is is the rarest of the
Indian sea turtles and is so named because of its huge
head. It is known only from the Gulf of Mannar in the
south and frequently nests in Sri Lanka. Its diet consists
of molluscs and crustaceans which it crushes using its
powerful jaws.

Leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea): Largest of the
world’s sea turtles, it can gro ) in
length and weigh more than 800 kgs! It is a champion
di )
in search of food, mainly jel sh. In India, leatherbacks
now nest mainly on undisturbed beaches in the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands.

Olive Ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea is is one of the
smallest species of sea turtles in the world (80 cm long)
and also the most numerous and widely distributed.
India is one of the few places in the world where olive
ridleys gather in the thousands to nest en masse ese
mass nesting events are called ‘arribadas’. In India,
arribadas occur in Orissa.

Hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata e species name of the
hawksbill, ‘imbricata’ denotes the overlapping scutes on
its carapace. Hawksbills have been killed for centuries for
these scutes, which are used for ‘tortoise shell’ products
such as combs and spectacle f ese endangered
turtles are at home in reefs and lagoons, where they
feed mostly on sponges. In India, hawksbills nest in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep.
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Green turtles
are found all over the world, and once numbered in the millions, but their populations have been greatly reduced by exploitation for meat.

reefs. Green turtles have remarkable abilities to migrate and navigate between feeding and breeding grounds, such as from the coast of South
America to the Ascension Island in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean.
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