supporters, incuding powerful union leaders who
ae sying that the court case is anti-development
and ati-employment. The Project Co-ordinator
and dl our fidd daff have had to take certan
precautions and be extremdy careful in their day
to day activities

The biggest tragedy is that the turtle degths are
dill high. But it is dear that the massacre would
be far, far greater, and the problem would have
remained unknown, undocumented ad
unchdlenged if it was not for such efforts as
Operation Kachhapa.
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Kolavipadam hamlet was recently in the news in
Keda for being this year's recepient of PV
Thampy Awad which has been indituted to
recogniss and encourage peoples efforts a
consarvaion of naturd resources. Located in
Payyodli Gram Panchaya, Quilandi Tduka of
Kozhikode  Didrict in North Kerda,
Kdavipsdlam is a quie village with rdaivdy
less dense humen population as compared to the
rex of coadd Keda The locd fishefolk
community has been protecting not only the Olive
Rideys but dso carying out mangrove
afforesation on ther mud banks What is heat
waming is that this entire effort began on the
basis of a news aticde on the endangered status of
Olive Rideys in The Hindu. This spurred the
locd youth to protect the turtles which came to
net on ther beach every year. They even
recognise some of the "regulars’ - a femde with a
dameaged flipper that unfalingly nests nealy a
the same spot!

The locd youth organised themsdves into a
group that they have named as "Theeram Prakruti
Sanrekshana Samiti”, literdly trandated as a
Committee to Protect the Coagtd Environment.
Theeram has been awaded this year's P.V.

Thampy awad in November 2000 adong with
which goes a cash awad of Rs 5000-~. This
would give the youth a much needed bood, ever
gnce their mentor Mrs. Prakruti Srivestava, DFO
Nilambur has been trandferred. During her tenure,
she darted the practice of paying daly wage to a
couple of locals to guard the turtles. Financid and
materid assdance was adso provided by the
depatment as wdl as by the locd community
members for the hachey tha has been
condructed. Freshly lad eggs are trandferred to
this hachery in order to protect them from the
jackas that abound near the mangrove forests
When the hatchlings come out of ther nest, they
ae collected in a waer basn and rdeased into
the sea.

There is no monetary gain fom this effort and yet
the youth give in ther entire energy to protect the
turtles and to soread awareness on the importance
of protecting ther environment. When questioned
about ther mative this was the reply that sumped
me "We ge to meet interesting people like you
and get to know so much more about what is
happening dse where'. Empowerment is another
word to describe ther motive and satisfaction &
having done ajob well.



